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Our lovely Ruscombe Pond

by Maggie Booth

From the Parish Council Chairman

Summer 2026
Dear Parishioners

As we move into the late spring and early summer months, I'd
like to take a moment to share a few updates with everyone in
the parish.

Firstly, you may have heard of No Mow May, an initiative aimed
at supporting biodiversity by allowing grass and wildflowers to
develop to the stage of the flowers setting seed. | would
encourage residents to take part where they can. That said,
please don’t feel guilty about mowing—this isn’t an all-or-
nothing effort. Even leaving a small patch of your garden to
grow can make a meaningful difference for pollinators and other
wildlife. If you’re able, consider extending this approach into
June and July in selected areas. This allows the seeds to develop
and hopefully fall, ready for next year's season. It is also a good
opportunity to observe what wildflowers, insects, and other
wildlife begin to appear. Every small contribution helps build a
healthier local ecosystem.

On the playing field, the new table tennis table and basketball
hoop should now be in place and ready for use. We hope these
additions will be well enjoyed by residents of all ages. A small
but important request: please use the table tennis table only for
its intended purpose, to ensure it remains in good condition for
everyone. If you have ideas for other improvements on the
playing field, we’d be very glad to hear from you—please do
share your suggestions with the Parish Council for consideration.

Looking ahead, we are in the early stages of planning the re-
build of the bike ramps. This is an exciting project that we know
many in the community are keen to see progress. As plans
develop, we will also be organising fundraising activities to help
bring this to fruition—please keep an eye out for upcoming
events and opportunities to get involved.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and for
helping to keep our parish a welcoming and well cared for place
to live.

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council’s aim is to make the parish
a pleasant place to live
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Finally, a reminder regarding the com-
munity playing field car park. This space is
intended for those visiting the playing field
and local shop, and we kindly ask that it is
not used for parking motorhomes, vans, or
commercial vehicles. These can take up a
significant amount of space and limit access
for other parishioners. Thank you.

Rebecca Charlcg, Farish Counci]
Chafrman

Other Parish

Council News

Party in the Playing Field

After much deliberation, the Council have
resolved to go ahead with the party in the
playing field on Saturday 20th June, but it
will be on a scaled down version this year
due to limited volunteers. We will have the
tug of war, a BBQ, and hopefully the colour
run too. If anyone wishes to play some live
music, then please get in touch, but we are
not arranging bands this year and won't be
able to have numerous  activities. We still
aim for it to be a community event and time
to be with family and friends enjoying these
traditions. See more information on pages
5and 11.

The Table Tennis Table and Basketball
Hoop The relocation of these items took
place at the end of April, and we will con-
tinue with the works on the bike ramps and
slope by the shop to make it a bit safer.

The War Memorial also requires some
cleaning works to the names and so we are
also going to apply for funding to help this
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Red Telephone Box

Our maintenance person will also be revamping
the telephone box in Ruscombe which is in
need of some care and attention.

Memorial Bench

This has also been installed at the top of Zion
Hill steps and has some lovely views from this
location - thanks to the working party who have
got this up in this area.

Litter Bins

As a reminder to everyone who uses the play-
ing field for whatever activity, please do use
the litter bins provided or take your litter home
with you. Thank you

Swift Boxes

The boxes have all gone up and now we wait to
see if they are successful in attracting more
swifts to the area.

Hedgehogs

The Biodiversity Group shows how much work
is being done. There is discussion about how
we can encourage more hedgehogs in the par-
ish, so watch out for further information on
this.

Helen Dunn (BSc Hons), Clerk to
Whiteshill & Ruscombe Parish Council
Tel: 07941 171805

clerk@whiteshillandruscombepc.gov.uk

www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
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Community Shop & Cafée
RUSCOMBE & WHITESHILL ’

—

You may have noticed that we often have
young volunteers helping out with shifts
in the shop or cafe. For many years we
have welcomed students doing the
Bronze (aged 14+) or Silver (aged 15+)
Duke of Edinburgh programme. Volun-
teering is one of the four key sections of
the scheme, encouraging young people
to use their skills and experience to help
in the local community. The regular com-
mitment over 3 to 6 months is intended
to build skills for life, including communi-
cation, teamwork, problem solving and
personal responsibility. As a valued
community asset the shop provides an
excellent  opportunity for  young
volunteers to meet these goals by
engaging with customers and working
collaboratively with other volunteers, all
in a friendly, supportive environment. It
also develops practical skills — cash
handling, stock rotation, cooking and
serving in the cafe and an appreciation of
the need for health and safety. These
practical tasks of running a shop can
provide very useful skills to take on to
the world of employment. Previous
young volunteers have said what a great
opportunity it is, and how valuable it is to
put on a CV. It works both ways as well -
our older volunteers often appreciate the
opportunity to meet our younger ones
and learn a thing or two from them!
There's always something to learn at the
village shop!

We are proud that we can provide these

opportunities and proud too of all the pro-
gress of our young volunteers. So, a big
thank you to all our young people — we
love having you work with us —and a big
thank you too to all our volunteers that
support them.

Eddie Otter, one of our
~| young volunteers who
has been able to com-
plete the community

q service element of his
Duke of Edinburgh

| Bronze Award by help-
j ing out at the shop.

Can you spare 2 hours a week?

The shop and café is always on the look
out for more volunteers to join
our very friendly team. No ex-
perience needed, you can
choose whether you work on
the till or in the café (you don't
have to do both unless you want to) and
you will always be one of a pair on a shift
so company and support is guaranteed.

VVVVVVVVVVY

Please note that the village shop
phone number has 4
changed to

<
3
07825 923573 <
~
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WELCOME TO
Ruscombe & Whiteshill
Village Shop and Café

We are open every day
Monday - Friday:
9am — 5pm (summer}
92am —4.30pm (winter)
Saturday: 9am - 1pm
Sunday: 9am — 11am

We have fresh bread,
groceries, frozen meat,
sweets, cards and crafts.

Order your newspaper
to collect from us.

Enjoy a light lunch or hot drink
and homemade cake in our café
overlooking the playing field.

Parking and WiFi

Dogs welcome

Lower Street, Whiteshill, GL6 6AMN
07825923573

wrvscafe@gmail.com
www.whiteshillvillageshopandcafe.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook

0
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Party in The Park 2026

Get ready for a

fantastic afternoon ‘%

of fun! While this B

year’s event will be '

a little smaller than

usual, we're delight-

ed that many of our favourite traditions are
still going ahead. Look forward to the tug of
war, the ever-popular colour run, and a
variety of stalls including our raffle. There'll
also be a BBQ and drinks to keep everyone
fuelled and refreshed. And also the amaz-
ing bike ramp display showing off their
skills.

Be sure to save the date: Saturday 20th
June, 2-6pm. It's a wonderful chance to
come together, celebrate our brilliant com-
munity, and enjoy a great day out with
friends and family.

We'd love your help to make it extra spe-
cial—if you can spare even an hour or two
to volunteer, it really does make all the
difference!

FUTURE WARBLER
DEADLINES

AUTUMN 2026
Friday July 24th

WINTER 2026
Friday October 16th
SPRING 2027
Friday February 5th
SUMMER 2027
Friday 23rd April
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St Paul’s
Church

The radiators
are now in
place in the Lady Chapel and thanks to
our 5G Wi-Fi router they can be
switched remotely to warm up the
place before use. The Lady Chapel can
cope with up to 36 people seated. If
renting the space would be of interest
to village organisations for a meeting,
then please contact the Church Office
on 01453 840006 or use the contact
page on
https://stroudparishchurches.org.uk/
get-in-touch/.

The Stanton wall paintings behind the
altar in the chancel have now been as-
sessed. The report can be downloaded
from the Church Near You
https://tinyurl.com/3mph38c9.

This was largely funded by the Church
Buildings Council, also known as Church
Care. They have also expressed an inter-
est in offering grants towards further
investigations of the causes of the damp
and the works needed to correct this
and restore the paintings.

In other developments, the kitchen has
been given a thorough clean, the old
kettles replaced and a coffee machine
purchased. We will be moving over to
mugs rather than cups and saucers for
hot drinks. The flower arranging area
has been moved away from the kitchen.
Following police advice, we are now
installing a limited CCTV system in the
porch.

Community
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By the time you read this, the church will
have had its AGM for parishioners. We are
looking for more involvement from the
community as we move into the really
exciting part of the restoration project.
This involves removing the pews and in-
stalling heating into the main part of the
church. Applying for grants will be im-
portant, so if you have special skills in this
area and are willing to help, please contact
us. We have access to a specialised data-
base dealing with grants for churches.
There is also always a need for mainte-
nance work on the building and the
churchyard, so keep your eyes open on
Facebook and the Parish Council emails for
requests for help. Together we can keep
our church alive for future generations and
more diverse uses.

We continue to hold a regular service of
Holy Communion at 9:30 AM on the sec-
ond Sunday of the month and a Café
Church for families and anyone, really, at
10:30 AM on the fourth Sunday of the
month. Silent Sitting, a half-hour of medi-
tation and prayer, is usually on Mondays,
fortnightly at 10 AM. Look for signage on
the church railings as you go by.

Keep in touch with what is going on at St
Paul’s through its own Facebook page and
the ‘Church Near You'  website
(www.achurchnearyou.com/
church/14068).

Jonathan Bayly jonathan@bayly.org.

0 ® ©

Church Near You

Plans for the Future

St Paul's Facebook
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In the last Warbler, we shared 2 of the
highlights (Wild Spaces and swift boxes)
of the Biodiversity Action project in
2025.

We're now delighted to share with you 2
more highlights:

e regular recording of the natural
world (plants, flowers, insects and
animals) in the village’s designated
Wild Spaces (places where the
natural world can thrive)

e the appreciation of butterflies and
moths that live in and around the
village.

Regular recording of the natural world
in the Wild Spaces

By creating and protecting Wild Spaces,
we hope the wildlife that shares our
parish will thrive and increase. Record-
ing what we see helps us monitor this
year on year. So far, we have added
over 700 records to iRecord, a resource
for storing and sharing wildlife
observations.

All records are welcome, from the
familiar — blackbirds or bluebells, to
unusual sightings: in 2025 we found a
great green bush-
cricket in the
churchyard, and a
rare rugged oil
beetle in a garden!
Plus of course lots
of lovely ladybirds

Community
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We'd love to hear about wildlife in your
garden. Has anyone seen a hedgehog?
Or a glowworm?

Appreciation of butterflies and moths
that live in and around the village
Another major theme in our work last
year has been appreciating the glorious
butterflies that grace us with their pres-
ence. There’s so much to learn about
them, for example.. Given half a chance,
the caterpillars of the Large White, Small
White and Green-veined White butter-
flies, collectively known as “cabbage
whites,” will feed voraciously on brassicas
of any description. If you’re fed up with
losing your cabbages or just don’t grow
them, you could attract white butterflies
to your garden by planting Nasturtiums
which they will happily accept as an alter-
native caterpillar foodplant. The caterpil-
lars will strip back the leaves and flowers
but once they have finished and
wandered off to pupate,
the flowers will re-
generate and you will be
left with a lovely display of
flowers. The photo shows a
Large White caterpillar
feasting on a Nasturtium.

While the yellow Brimstone is technically
also a member of the Whites family its
foodplant is totally different. Locally it
uses Common Buckthorn (Rhamnus
cathartica) which is an uncommon hedge-
row shrub. If you have room for a
buckthorn in the garden Brimstones will
definitely find it.

/see over
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Looking to the future
If anyone else in the village is interested
in any aspect of biodiversity, whether it
is wanting more information or to get
involved in recording nature, please
contact us on the following email
address:
clir.nigel.pitel@whiteshillandruscombe-
pc.gov.uk

ﬂuﬂ

Whiteshill
Playgroup

Whiteshill Playgroup Leader

#ﬂ Manager of the Year

Achieves Man-
ager of the Year

PATA Awards 2024-25 et

We are delighted to
announce that our local Playgroup Lead-
er, Anna

Morgan, recently won PATA’s Manager of
the Year Award! This award goes to high-
light the incredible transformation the
Playgroup has had over the last couple of
years.

Jade Craswell, PATA (UK) Chief Executive,
said: "Anna's achievement is an outstand-
ing example of the dedication, leadership
and care that defines the very best of
early years practice. Anna is a leader who
listens, guides and empowers, creating
a setting where children, families and staff
feel supported and able to thrive. "We are
incredibly proud to recognise Anna as our
Manager of the Year and this award re-
flects the deep respect and appreciation
of her team, families and the wider
community."

Community

The WaRbler

WINNER 2024-25

www.pataglos.org.uk/awards

Anna acknowledged just how important her
close knit team has been to the success of the
Playgroup: "Everything | have managed to
achieve since starting at Whiteshill Playgroup
has only been possible with the unwavering
support of my fantastic team. They never
stopped believing | could turn things around,
and they have worked so hard with me to trans-
form the playgroup into a really special place”.
She also said: "lI've always strived to find the
positives, even on the difficult days and look for
something to be grateful for. And I've found, the
more you look, the more you find. When you
look at life in that way, the difficulties become
opportunities to change things for the better,
the obstacles challenge you to find new ideas,
and everything becomes possible."

Whiteshill Playgroup has been going from
strength to strength this year. Although they
are running out of spaces for this year, there are
still spaces available for September 2026. If you
are interested, you can book a visit on our
website:
www.whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk.
If you would like to find out any more
information you can email
admin@whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk or ring
07591 240203.

(Congratulations — Ed )


http://www.whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk/
mailto:admin@whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk
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The Two
Villages
Festival

Huge thanks to everyone who took part in
our first ever Easter Bunny Trail. There
were over 40 amazing bunnies along
the route around the villages and the
sunny weather encouraged many
families to explore the trail. It was even
followed on horseback!

We will be holding a Quiz and our AGM
on Friday 10th July at 19.00 in the Guide
Hut. The money raised this year will be
given to village organisations.  Please
mark the date in your calendar and come
and join in the fun.

Jenni Gardner Secretary

Community
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Spot The Difference!

The days when the
rights of way down to
Stroud from Whiteshill
were teeming with
people on their way to
work and back home | .
again  have largely [i:
disappeared. A stop at
a local pub was always
tempting and there
were plenty to choose
from in Whiteshill as | have covered in my
book on the ‘History of Whiteshill and
Ruscombe’.

I have acquired many photographs which
because | had to be selective did not find their
way into the publication. One such photo-
graph which on first sight may look like The
Star at Whiteshill but in fact was The Plough at
Callowell.

The Plough was just outside the southern
boundary of Whiteshill on the right of way
leading down to Salmon Springs. It is well
remembered by long standing Whiteshill
villagers as a place of peace and tranquility
amidst the cottages of Callowell and no doubt
for its flexibility on closing hours. The building
deteriorated and was eventually in a bad state
of repair and was demolished about
1966. The site made way for garages for those
interested in pinpointing the location of the
pub. Another piece of history no longer with
us but should not be forgotten.

Anyone wishing to share their memories of
The Plough or any other aspect of local history
can contact me at

keith.davitte@icloud.com

Keith Davitte


mailto:keith.davitte@icloud.com
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NEXT CONCERT on Saturday 11th July at St Paul's Church.
(More Details on Page 17)

DO YOU LOVE TO SING?

So do we! Why not come along and see what we're
all about?

Who are we?
e We're a friendly bunch with a great musical director!

Where & when do we meet?
e We meet on Wednesdays, 7.30 - 9pm at Whiteshill and

Ruscombe Village Hall

Do we put on concerts?
e Yes! We perform around four concerts a year

What do we sing?
e We sing a variety of styles including pop, gospel, show
tunes and even the occasional bit of heavy metal!

Do I have to audition?
e No, just come and join in! Everybody's welcome

Whatif I can’'t read music?
¢ Not an issue. You do not have to be a music reader to
join us

HOW CAN YOU FIND OUT MORE?

e Find us on Facebook
Whiteshill & Ruscombe Community Choir
e Email us at
wrchoir-committee@googlegroups.com
o Call Lizzie on 07941 212892
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A GREAT pay o;,
: r
FOR THE wHoLE
COMMUNITY1

Hosted by

‘ WITESHILL & RUSCOME PARISH OUNCIL
: SATURDAY 2:00pM
(332 20TH JUNE

-6:00pm .
REFRESHMENTS § KIDS’ LOCAL DOG
& TREATS | ACTIVITIES STALLS & FRIENDLY
& GAMES CRAFTS

BRING YOUR PICNIC
BLANKETS, CHAIRS &
YOUR BEST SUMMER VIBES!

______

Some activities

to purchase (»

lage community! 3

PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN WHITESHILL PLAYING FIELD OR SURROUNDING ROADS.
Limited disabled parking available — please park considerately. Thank you!
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Ruscombe Chapel &

IZ

Pudding Club Quiz Night

A huge thank you to all those who turned
out for our Pudding Club Quiz in Ruscombe
Chapel's SchoolRoom on Friday 17th April.

The room was soon buzzing as 8 teams
poured over the two Table Rounds and their
answer sheets whilst Quiz Master Chris Bri-
an worked his way through the 1st few
rounds.

Then came the well earned interval and,
most importantly, the serving up of an array
of puddings made by Allison, Rachel &
Tracey - apple crumble, fruit pavlovas, lem-
on crunch, bread & butter pudding (hot
cross bun version), pineapple upside down
etc, served with custard, cream or ice-
cream. Eager pud-eaters soon returned to
the tables to sample another pudding, then
another, then .... The phrase "feeding fren-
zy" came to mind B but hopefully everyone
managed to try the ones they wanted.

Then another 2 Table Rounds and the re-
maining rounds before the scores were
added up and the last place Team and win-
ning Team were announced. The winners
duly divided up their tub of celebrations
chocolates and the "losers" were delightful
to receive their wooden spoons! The raffle
was drawn, with a range of prizes for the
winners to choose from.

Community
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We're thrilled to say we took £374.50 in
ticket sales and the raffle, which has given a
much welcomed boost to the Kitchen
Refurbishment Fund.

THE FINAL RESULTS WERE:

1st Oakenburg 8 88
2nd To be or not to be 83
3rd We are Ludlow +2 79.5
4th Callowell Casuals 75
5th Screaming Swifts 71
6th Close Encounters 67
7th Odds n Ends 66
8th We are here aren't we 51

For those eagerly awaiting a "Cat" Round,
hope you weren't too disappointed with the
"Rodent" Table Round ! When will those cats
appear ?

Hope to see you at the next Quiz, in the
autumn around Harvest Festival (with
probably a cheese board). Look out for the
posters and follow us on Facebook.

Ruscombe Chapel's Kitchen

Refurbishment Update

The attached photo shows the kitchen at
Ruscombe Chapel on Sunday 19th April,
having been cleared out ready for work to
start on Monday ... i.e. ripping it all out,
then repairs made to walls, doors and
doorframes, the doors walls and ceiling
painted, tiling of walls and the floor fully
tiled. Then a brand new kitchen to be
installed, with dedicated hand-wash basin
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plus main sink and a new electric range
oven with 5 burner gas hob.

It has taken the very small Team who
manage Ruscombe Chapel & School-
Room quite some time to raise sufficient
funds to get the job done properly!

Lots of cake baking, a couple of Quiz
nights - one with a Harvest Ploughman's
Supper last September, the April one had
a selection of Puddings to enjoy part way
through. A Midsummer Music event with
refreshments. The  Whiteshill and
Ruscombe Community Choir raised a
healthy sum via their Concert last
December, we also had a lovely donation
from Five Valleys Christian Fellowship
and a grant from our Parish Council.

What made it possible to start the work
much earlier, ie this April, was a grant
from the Trustees of a closed
Congregational Chapel.

But we're grateful to everyone who's
helped us in whatever way that's enabled
us to achieve this !

By the time you read this article, we'll be
up and running proper!

Community
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Guess what's back at Ruscombe

Chapel !

We were contacted by St Paul's Church,
Whiteshill earlier in the year about the Bible
and Roll of Honour that had been left with
them for safekeeping when the Chapel closed
in 2018. We were absolutely thrilled when
they returned both to us!

The Roll of Honour was duly reinstated in its
original position, but we waited until Easter
Sunday to use the Bible. This date being
especially relevant as the Bible was dedicated
on Easter Sunday, 2nd April 1972!

The Bible had been presented to the Chapel
by Mr A Browning in memory of his family
who had been associated with Ruscombe
Chapel since it's inception. How lovely!

Mrs Tracey Britan
Church Secretary
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White chocolate and raspberry
cheesecake *

2. Addthe butter and blend onalow
power. Spoon into the base of a j§

K X ¥ 5 0 5 B 2 X B B 0 0 0 2 5 2 2 0 2 2 2 3 2 >«

This is probably my new favourite x 20cm spring form cake tin and I
dessert, a white chocolate and rasp- + w press using the back of a metal «i
berry cheesecake with a  crumbly spoon then refrigerate. x
* biscuit base. | made this the other . 3. Tomake the ﬁ”(ijng pu|;|the X
¥ mascarpone and double cream ¥
& day for me and my mum and we into a bowl and use an electric ::i

* both highly enjoyed it. The slight
i whisk until it is smooth and has

* tanginess of the raspberry coulis O ) w
e . . very soft peaks. Stir in the vanilla.  **
“ contrasts with the creaminess of the . 7
% mascarpone filling. Enjoy! 4. Melt the white chocolate abovea
j ’ ) pan of hot water and cool for 10

" Ingredients: mins.

i 150g digestive biscuits 5. Add to the mascarpone and stir

75g butter but be careful not to overmix. Add

250g mascarpone
300ml double cream
1tsp vanilla extract b
200g white chocolate, broken into
chunks

300g fresh raspberries, plus extra for
« decoration

w
w
*
%
%
that mix on top of the biscuit base .
and flatten. Put this into the fridge >
for at least 4 hours. x
6. 15 mins before you serve the ¥
7;{:

%

%

%

%

%

%

%

%

%

¥

RN X X X X X 0 X X X X X

cheesecake put all except about 8-
10 raspberries in a small blender
and blend until runny and then
sieve to remove any seeds.

Method: 7. Pour on the top and then add the

1. To make the base put the biscuits remaining raspberries for decora-
in a blender and crush until they tion. Grate some white chocolate
resemble fine crumbs but still on the top for an extra snow- %
have a little texture. Melt the capped finish. ::i

butter.
Harriet (13) j§

o 5 5 2 3 5 3 2 3 5 2 2 b 5 2 2 3 5 0 2 6 5 2 2 6 5 0 2 3 5 0 2 5 3 2 2 b 3 2 2 b 3 2 2 5 3 2 2 b 3 2 2 b 3 2 36 5 2 2 3 5 2 2 36 5 2 2 3608 2 2 3
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District Clir
Jonathan
Edmunds

Community Services &
Licensing Committee -
19th March 2026

Stratford Park Lido: Lots of public interest
in this agenda item and the recommenda-
tion for SDC to temporarily close the Lido
for the 2026 summer season due to the
extensive repairs and refurbishment that is
needed. It is estimated that up to £5m
would be needed to undertake the refur-
bishment works on the Lido. The com-
mittee approved the recommendation and
a proposed reallocation of the £900k
budget for Lido capital works. The Council
is committed to work collaboratively to
enable community-led fundraising to se-
cure the additional funding needed to
cover the cost of repairs. These recom-
mendations will next be considered by
Strategy & Resources Committee (on 16
April) and Council (on 30 April). Since the
meeting, the council is reviewing the evi-
dence about the Lido condition to recon-
sider the possibility of opening it this year.
A new, independent, health and safety
assessment will be undertaken, as well as
a new full condition survey of the site.

A risk assessment
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/
bwumrwpa/lido-risk-assessment-
february-2026.pdf has since been
shared and an action plan for commu-
nity engagement will be published.

Community
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People can sign up on the council website
to be part of the fundraising campaign
here

https://forms.office.com/e/vWPGmNyBrR.

Leisure Capital Investment Options Ap-
praisal: In addition to the Lido repairs, two
other items were considered for Stratford
Park leisure. It was agreed to commit
£650k to fund gym equipment replace-
ment and refurbishment works at the Ac-
tive Lifestyles Stroud leisure centre, fol-
lowing community consultation. It was
also agreed to continue to maintain
Stratford Park within existing budgets.

Member / officer reports were shared on
the Museum in the Park, the Police &
Crime Panel, Citizens Advice, Health and
Wellbeing Champion updates.

Video recording (605 views) https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=GorF8K76dRI

Clir Jonathan Edmunds

" Stroud
calﬂ\zf?cr:es & Cotswold
Districts

Citizens Advice Stroud and Cotswold Dis-
tricts helped 3,500 people last year with a
wide range of issues - from benefit claims,
debt, housing or employment problems to
relationship breakdowns and more - ac-
cording to their Impact Report 2024-25.
The advice charity generated £1.8m in
additional income for their

over/


https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/bwumrwpa/lido-risk-assessment-february-2026.pdf
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/bwumrwpa/lido-risk-assessment-february-2026.pdf
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media/bwumrwpa/lido-risk-assessment-february-2026.pdf
https://forms.office.com/e/vWPGmNyBrR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GorF8K76dRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GorF8K76dRI
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clients and saved government services
hundreds of thousands of pounds by
preventing homelessness, housing
evictions and reducing use of mental
health services.

‘Our advice has life-changing effects for
the people we help,’ said Chief Executive
Elizabeth Hall and the chair of trustees,
William Underhill, in a joint introduction.
‘We face the continuing challenge of
rising demand for our service,’ they
added.

The charity covers the largely rural areas
of the Cotswold and Stroud districts. The
report points out that while the area may
be known for its prosperity, there are
pockets of real hardship and exclusion.
Last summer, the charity produced a hard
-hitting report on Child Poverty which
showed that one in five children are
affected in this area. Local MPs Roz
Savage, Simon Opher and Sir Geoffrey
Clifton-Brown responded positively and
pledged to work on the issue.

The Impact Report highlights how much
people appreciate the support navigating
complex benefit systems to ensure that
they and their families can get the help
they urgently need. In a survey, 85% of
people who had used Citizens Advice’s
impartial, independent and confidential
advice said they would not have been
able to resolve their problems without
this help. The majority (73%) said they
felt less stressed and anxious, and 44%
said that their physical health had also
improved as a result.

The report included anonymised case
studies such as that of ‘Kate’, a survivor
of domestic abuse whose medical condi-
tions left her struggling to afford heating

Community
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And food. Citizens Advice helped Kate to
win her case on appeal after a two-year
battle. The case was unusual in severity
and length, which was recognised in the
settlement of £17,000 in back payments.

Rising costs, low wages and low benefit
levels mean that many people today
struggle to avoid unmanageable debt.
Citizens Advice helped to get £654,723
written off for desperate households
where debt was causing severe hardship.

Citizens Advice Stroud and Cotswold
Districts is an independent charity and
part of a national network across the
country. Over fifty volunteers help around
twenty paid staff, with trained advisers
working also in foodbanks and outreach
centres.

In 2025, the charity also launched Advice
First Aid in a countywide collaboration
with Citizens Advice North and West
Gloucestershire. Advice First Aid offers
free training to frontline staff and
volunteers from local organisations, such
as foodbanks, community hubs and librar-
ies, to help them spot advice needs and
provide signposting of services; 150 have
been trained so far.

For the full report please visit
www.citizensadvice-
stroudandcotswold.org.uk or scan:



http://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk
http://www.citizensadvice-stroudandcotswold.org.uk
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Helpline: Calls are free on 0808
800 0510 (Mon-Tues 10-4pm, Wed
-Thurs 10-12.30pm).

For details about our free Advice
First Aid training, please visit our
website or email
training@ca-scd.org.uk

Ute Elford (she/her)

Campaigns & Communications Officer
Citizens Advice Stroud & Cotswold Districts
Email: ute.elford@ca-scd.org.uk

Working hours:

Tue & Wed 9am -5 pm

Thu & Fri 9am - 12.45pm

W&R Community Choir

Our spring concert with The Wednesday
Singing Group at St Laurence Church, was a
great success. The concert raised over £750
for The Door Youth Project. A big thank you
to everyone who came along to support us.

Our next concert will be closer to home
on Saturday 11th July at St Paul's Church,
Whiteshill where we are hoping to be joined
by some special guest performers from

Whiteshill and Ruscombe. We will be fund-
raising for St Paul's Church and Sunflowers
Suicide Support. We are working hard to put
on a great evening so, please keep a look out

Community
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on our Facebook page and our website
wrchoir.org.uk for more information over the
coming weeks.

New members are always welcome! We meet
on Wednesday evenings 7.30 - 9pm at
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall (during
term times) so feel free to come along and
give us a try, the first session is free.

Some Photos from Peter

Keevil

Bluebells

Cows in Valley
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ADVERTISING IN THE WARBLER

1 x advert price @ £25.00,
2 x repeat adverts @ £42.50,
3 x repeat adverts @ £60.00.
4 x repeat adverts @ £75.00

To advertise your business in The WaRbler, please
forward items to Helen Dunn, Parish Clerk
(see address under Contacts)

Sending a copy of the advert layout, order and an
invoice will be sent to BACS details to
“Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council”.

Technical Spec: Ideally, submit a High Definition
300 dpi PDF or JPG image needs to be emailed to

clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

in the exact size 65 mm W X 85 mm H

O P
¥ 4 'im /



mailto:clerk@wrpc.org.uk
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Stroud Chiropractor

Dy Andrew Charles Tvans
MTECH (Chiro)
Doctor of Chiropractic

GO N M. sz

Back Pain? Neck Pain? Stresses

and Strains? Joints and Muscles?
For 1 s | have been helping people to feel
less pain, ame Straighter and more upright
and return to do _',_Ihe things they love.
“Friendly , helpfl.%nd understanding , I'm
on the mend” ;
Graham G. - 25 ber 2016

Chiropractic Works
| would love to help you.

Readers of the Warbler will get a 20% discount
on the initial Consultation which will include a
verbal report on what can be done for you.

Local events don't happen
without amazing people like you.

Volunteers help bring our
community together and
create events that everyone
can enjoy.

YOUR COMMUNITY
NEEDS YOU.

Classified Ads
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We're a small,
organic farmin
Stroud, growing
delicious food
regeneratively

SMALL
FARMS -

LOCAL FOOD TO YOUR DOOR

& Seasonal veg
@ Beef & tallow
& Pasture-raised
chicken & eggs
& Plus many local
products

& Easy to manage subscription

& Various pick-up locations, delivery
available

stuart@goodsmallfarms.co.uk
www.goodsmallfarms.co.uk

A Personal Approach to Estate Agency

Serving Stroud & the villages of:
Whiteshill & Ruscombe
Randwick & Westrip

Farmhill & Paganhill
and the wider five valleys...

£100,000
£200,000
£300,000
£400,000

Services

Residential Sales & Lettings £100,000
£200,000
£300,000

£400,000

Property Valuations
Land
Auctions

>BEBED DBDBRD

Contact Details

Adam Clegg BA(Hons), MPlan - Keller Williams
Phone: 07496 029683

Email: adam.clegg@kwuk.com

Feel free to contact me for advice and valuations
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Parish Council €ontacts

Rebecca Charley (Chair) Mrs Helen Dunn
(Clerk) PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
OR phone Tel: 07941 171805
clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk .
For WaRbler articles by email please send
to: Dilys Warren editwarbler@aol.com
and to Helen above
www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Please let the Parish Clerk know of any
changes to group contacts and activities

Scout and Guide HQ

For Bookings contact Alison
Frusher on 07811 05055
WHITESHILL PLAYGROUP
Tuesday - Friday, 8.30am - 3pm

aun
07591 240203

Email: admin@whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk
www.whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk

1ST WHITESHILL RAINBOWS
Tuesdays 18:00-19:00
1stwhiteshillrainbows@girlguidingglos.org.uk

Ruscombe SchoolRoom

Hall Hire please contact
ruscombechapel@gmail.com

TUESDAY [fortnightly] - Relax & Renew
Yoga 7-8.30pm

Contact :- Carolyn Pashby 07798 612015
WEDNESDAY - Relax & Renew Yoga
9.15-10.15am

Contact:- Carolyn Pashby 07798 612015
THURSDAY — Drop In Coffee Morning
10am - 12.00 [not 1st Thurs of month] Pay
what you can.

THURSDAY - Community Lunch Club
12.30pm - 2.30pm 1st Thursday of the
month, except January. Drop in, 2-course +
tea/coffee, suggested donation £6 Contact
Tracey on 07817-873531 to pre-book.

WHITESHILL ACTIVITIES

The WaRbler

Whiteshill & Ruscombe Village Hall
For all bookings please ring 01453 759023

MONDAY—Book Club at 2.00pm on 1st
Monday of the month. Contact: Clare
Lucas on clarelonline@yahoo.com

or phone 07976 981752

Anukala Yoga 7- 8.30pm

Contact :- Michael Edwards 7706027344
email: hello@anukalayoga.com

TUESDAY

The Capable Body Classes 9.30-10.30am
and 6.15-7.15 pm. Contact 07786 398889
NOBLELUBIMBI@gmail.com

Pilates at 7.30pm -8.30

Contact: Jeremy Bingham
fitbing@hotmail.com 07748539308.

WEDNESDAY - Yoga 10.00-11.30 all
welcome or phone 07530 323951
lisa32taylor@gmail.com
www.lisasyogaforall.co.uk

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Community
Choir meets 7.30pm — 9pm. Contact:
wrchoir-committee@googlegroups.com
Jenny Bell 07970 421914

or Lizzie O’Dell 07941 212892

THURSDAY

Pilates Jeremy Bingham 7.00—8.00 am
fitbing@hotmail.com 07748539308.

Wives Group First Thursday in month 19:00
to 21:00

Parish Council 2nd and 4th Thursday in
month 7:30 to 10.00pm

FRIDAY - Ballet 4pm to 6pm

Contact: Nicky 01453 75621

Anukala Yoga 7—8.30 pm Michael Edwards
07706027344 hello@anukalayoga.com

SATURDAY MORNING— Music Groups for
Children. Young Voices 10.00-10.40
Instrumental Group 10.40-11.30
Contact: themusicroom@gmail.com



mailto:clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
mailto:admin@whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk
mailto:1stwhiteshillrainbows@girlguidingglos.org.uk
mailto:clarelonline@yahoo.com
mailto:NOBLELUBIMBI@gmail.com
mailto:fitbing@hotmail.com
mailto:lisa32taylor@gmail.com
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mailto:wrchoir-committee@googlegroups.com
mailto:fitbing@hotmail.com

