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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

DRAFT Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Thursday 13th August 2026 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 

Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs K Vizor-Beard, T Boultwood, N Pitel, J Matthews, C 
Brian, N Webster, C Mustoe, K Atkins, Clerk – Helen Dunn, 2 parishioners 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
None  
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None  
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
2 members of the public who cut the verges requested any responses from the 
highways manager with regards to cutting verges. Clerk stated this had already been 
sent to them with their Freedom of Information request. 
The member, John Godding (who gave permission for his name to be recorded), 
then addressed the Vice Chairman with a speech. This included noting there had 
been no direct contact from any Cllr to the group on their e-mails, querying Cllr R 
Charley interests in the scheme due to being a landowner where vegetation 
overgrows from, questioning Cllr R Charley’s chairmanship of the Council, 
questioning the need for mandatory training as believes there is no substantive 
evidence for this, noting conflicts of advice in the FOI request information they have 
received, and finishing with requesting the Parish Council considers their position 
before inviting them back in the future, and until then the group will continue to carry 
on with the verges under their own insurance.  
John Godding and the other member leave the meeting.  
 
Cllrs discussed the above, and it was resolved that Cllr R Charley will check with the 
Monitoring Officer on her interest; it was noted that the group had never been told 
they couldn’t cut back the vegetation to the boundary of land – just not across the 
boundary; it was felt that the Council had offered a solution for the volunteers to work 
under their insurance and this involved undertaking training that would be paid for 
which would satisfy the requirements of Highways. The council have not stopped the 
group cutting the verges, just needed them to abide by conditions set by Highways, 
however this was always continually questioned. 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 9th and 23rd July 2026 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 

mailto:clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
http://www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk/
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5. Chairs announcement 
No report 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
Report had been circulated with information on Local Government Re-Organisation, 
County news, County Council various meetings (all can be found online), and 
Greener Gloucestershire news 
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
No report 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council. 

• A new sum-up machine has been sent, Clerk to also add Cllr C Mustoe on 

• A new bin had been installed by the church bus stop by Stroud DC, this was 
causing issues – one being it was where the new bench is to be installed, and 
second the smell was affecting neighbouring properties. Clerk met with SDC 
officer, and this will now be removed and replaced back with a litter bin and dog 
bin in the previous locations.  

• Fitness class that was on the playing field has been contacted 

• Sharepoint will be used next month alongside the members area 

• ANPR camera is now back up, costs will be on the next agenda to be approved 
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  

• Permissions  
o S.26/0918/HHOLD 1 Dunswood Cottages Lower Kitesnest Lane 

Whiteshill Erection of a two storey side extension and extended terrace 
area.  
 

10. Events report  
To receive reports of upcoming events and any actions /expenditure required 

• To discuss and resolve a bike ramp skills event in August. Resolve actions / 
expenditure 
This to be on Sunday 30th August. Clerk to put together a risk assessment. No 
budget to be used. Music to be monitored. Cllr C Mustoe will be on first aid duty. 
To ask for the shop toilet to be open. Ensure all litter and site cleaned up 
afterwards. Donation bucket on site to fundraise for ramps 

• Santa’s Grotto 
Date is 5th / 6th December. Budget already set at up to £500. Location will be the 
Guide hut. Cllr K Vizor-Beard and Clerk to get together for purchasing of gifts. 
Hampers like last year – need to consider how to distribute – nomination form, 
criteria. Idea of a ‘Dog Grotto’ with a present for dogs? 
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
Cllr N Pitel had cut a firebreak round the orchard. Should this be part of the grass 
cutting contract each year, on a flexible basis so Cllrs can request it if felt needed 
annually.  
Broken post on car park has been repaired, costs to be sent to resident  
Follow up with current Players Project on their use of the playing field.  

• To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure 
o Decking boards and reviewing their condition 

Clerk to ask maintenance to review the decking area if it needs repairs or 
more substantial works.  
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• Bike ramps – to receive updates on design 
o Motion from Cllr J Matthews, seconded by Cllr N Pitel:  

That the Council considers and resolves upon the implementation of 
health and safety mitigation measures relating to the use of gap-jump 
features at the parish facility, due to the identified risk of serious injury and 
the Council’s statutory duty of care.  
Proposal: - 
Option 1- latest design of ramps (created by B1ke) to have rollers 
and tabletops only. No gap jumps. 
Option 2- allow gap jumps  
Vote has been requested to be recorded 

Cllrs had all received a report from B1ke on their views of table top and gap 
jumps, and also a report from a user of the jumps. All Cllrs were able to give 
their views on the above motion.  
Recorded vote was requested: 
No Gap Jumps: Cllr J Matthews, Cllr N Pitel 
Allow Gap Jumps: Cllr C Mustoe, Cllr C Brian, Cllr K Atkins, Cllr T Boultwood, 
Cllr N Webster, Cllr K Vizor-Beard, Cllr R Charley 
Motion carried to continue to allow Gap Jumps in the design 
o To receive updates on Funding applications – Enovert application and 

requirements – to sign the agreement between the Parish Council and 
Enovert 
Both applications to Enovert and National Lottery have been successful in 
obtaining £20,000. After a brief discussion and noting that the Enovert 
fund required a payment of £2,000, it made financial sense to return the 
Enovert fund but speak with them to talk about further projects such as a 
water station and possible toilet and being able to apply again 

o To receive updates from the fundraising working group 
No report 

• To resolve the purchase order and quote for the bike ramps re-build and to 
arrange to confirm the final designs and a start date 
Cllrs resolved to continue with the current design and purchase order for the 
rebuild of the bike ramps with B1ke. Clerk confirmed that this should be able to 
take place by the end of September, and to note there may be additional costs for 
extra fencing if required which would be covered by contingency fund 

• To review all accidents and incidents on the playing field discussing any 
mitigations that could be considered, resolve actions and expenditure 
This will be looked at annually. Further discussion was had on how to ensure 
there was availability to report accidents easily so they can be reviewed and 
mitigated against where needed. The idea of a QR code for this to be 
researched. Also further signage on the risks of each type of jump and the ability 
required to ride these sections.  

• To discuss parking issues on the playing field car park and resolve any actions 
for this 
Clerk had printed out a couple of letters for Cllrs to give to land owners  

• To discuss storage for the football equipment outside the main container, resolve 
any storage units including costs 
A couple of examples of containers were shown, however Cllrs felt they may not 
be secure enough and therefore Clerk to look for metal green small containers. 

• To look at the provision of a water station and toilets on the playing field, resolve 
any actions. 
It was suggested to see if a separate meter could be installed for the Council, 
otherwise there would need to be consideration how the water bill will be split as 
currently the Guide hut and shop share a water pipe. Clerk to investigate. Whilst 
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there was interest in the toilet facility there would need to be research as to 
where it would go and its ongoing maintenance. Cllr R Charley gave information 
where one was already installed if Cllrs wished to have a look at one in situ. Clerk 
can collect more information when attending conference in October from 
exhibitors.   

• To receive a request from Randwick U15’s for bigger goal posts on the playing 
field and funding towards this. 
The Parish Council don’t have any budget for this, so suggested the club apply to 
the FA foundation and to top up by applying to the Grants fund that the Council 
run 

• To receive quotes for the fencing and matting by the shop and resolve actions 
and expenditure  
Cllr N Pitel and Clerk had met with two contractors, however the quotes had only 
been received within the last 48hours, and both were missing elements. Clerk to 
go back and get revised quotes for the next meeting.  
 

12. To receive and discuss a request from The Star Inn about a pathway and 
access from the pub garden to the playing fields.  
This had been requested via Cllrs, however, one of the owners of the pub attended 
before the meeting to say they don’t have the capacity or funds to be able to put this 
in place. Therefore this item was dismissed. 
 

13. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
No report 

• To note recent correspondence with regards to the verge cutting and resolve any 
outcomes for this.  
After receiving options from the Highways manager of either letting the verge 
group continue under their own insurance; cover the group under Parish Council 
insurance but would need to abide by County Council requirements also; or have 
a Delegated Scheme where the Parish Council takes over the verge cutting from 
Highways (being paid by Highways 4p per meter for the two cuts they would do) 
and still having to abide by County Council policies and regulations. It was 
therefore resolved, under the current circumstances, to allow the group of 
volunteers to carry on as they are and advise them to be under their own 
insurance.  
 

14. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
No meeting in August 
 

15. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Tree policy 
Cllrs agreed this was fit for purpose 
 

16. To receive request for change of date for Two Village Festival market weekend 
Changed from 13th September to 20th September 
 

17. To respond to SDC grass cutting maintenance regimes feedback request 
Clerk to complete and include about the wild areas that have been designated in 
gardens, and cutting under trees 
 

18. To discuss and resolve having asset labels for parish equipment 
Cllr T Boultwood to investigate 
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19. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position  
This had been circulated and resolved. 

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget, with Cllrs T 
Boultwood and N Pitel signing off 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1244.45 

Helen Dunn Expenses  £ 70.55 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 375.00 

A Mullins War memorial plants £ 13.65 

The little Printing Company Autumn WaRbler £ 475.00 

Cotswold Quantity 
Surveying Limited 

Events toilets and generators £ 639.74 

P Studd Post repairs in playing field £ 144.00 

M Harris Logs for playing field £ 550.00 

 
20. Next meeting dates  

• Thursday 27th August   Planning Meeting  7.30pm  

• Thursday 10th September  Full Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm 
 

 


