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PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes of the Parish Council Planning Meeting held on
Thursday 23" July 2026 at 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

1. To note apologies for absence
Clirs J Matthews, K Atkins, K Vizor-Beard

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda

3. Public 10 minutes
It had been noted that a fitness class are using the playing field for their paid sessions.
Clerk to follow up with them to enquire about permission, insurance and potential
contributions in the future.
It was suggested a notice put in the noticeboard on requirements for this type of activities

4. Planning applications:
e Applications:
None
e To respond to SDC Local Plan Early Scoping Consultation
Clirs went through the questions for the consultation with responses. Clerk to type up
and respond. Also advertise to the public to respond with the deadline being 9"
August

5. To discuss the Ruscombe verge cutting and resolve a verge cutting policy.
A number of Clirs met with volunteers and members of the public before the meeting, to
review the areas being cut and discuss the policies that are required. Discussion
included whether there was a need for training, costs for this, and insurance
requirements. Areas being cut in line with what residents are wanting and what
Gloucestershire Highways allow in line with their policies; this included what was and
wasn’t found within their policies and interpretations of this. Safety was agreed as
paramount for all but ensuring this was done within polices and insurance was debated.
e To note most recent e-mail from the volunteers in working with the Parish Council,
and resolve any response / actions around this
The most recent e-mail received before the meeting earlier indicated that the
volunteers would not wish to work with the parish council and the policies that would
come with this would be too restrictive. Discussion was had on safety and insurance
requirements from Highways down to the Parish Council, and insurance and training
that needed to be covered.
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After much debate, taking on board discussions from the earlier meeting, it was felt to
send this back to the Highways manager to manage as it felt it was getting
complicated working with all parties and abiding by guidelines that were being set
with limited suitable outcomes for all to work together.

o To resolve associated costs for training for the volunteers.
Volunteers were resistant to go on training but did offer to consider it if continuation
of the working party under the Parish Council was to go ahead. They felt the costs
were not a good use of public funds, and also they felt after many years of
undertaking strimming etc they were competent in carrying out this task as
volunteers.

e To resolve any associated costs for fuel for the volunteer strimmers
Not discussed.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm
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