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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Thursday 9th July 2026 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 

Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs K Vizor-Beard (8.05pm), T Boultwood, N Pitel, J 
Matthews, C Brian, N Webster, Clerk – Helen Dunn, 2 parishioners 
 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs C Mustoe, K Atkins, County Cllr J Patient 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
2 members of the public who are verge cutting volunteers commented on the 
requirement for training to carry out this aspect, when they felt they had used the 
strimmers for a number of years and were competent in using it, and felt they had 
good road safety knowledge. With the training costing over £500 they asked if it was 
good use of public monies. 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 11th and 25th June 2026 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
It had been bought to the attention that at the clean up session on the Sunday after 
the Party in the Park, Cllr N Webster was the only Cllr to be part of that, and it was 
noted by other volunteers that it was disappointing other Cllrs weren’t in attendance 
as it is a Council event.  
This was noted and to ensure that communication is better between all Cllrs and as 
many as possible are involved in the events. 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
A report had been circulated with information on the various meetings that have 
taken place; Local Government Reorganisation; Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund; 
Highway works; Summer holiday programme; and the summer Library Challenge.  
   

7. Report from District Councillor 
No report   
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8. Report from Officer of the Council.  

• Clerk on annual leave next April and asked Council whether they wish for a 
locum or to change the date of the meeting. Cllrs happy to have the date 
changed by a week. 

• Clerk to meet with fencing contractors next week including matting for the playing 
field entrance. Cllrs welcome to join. Clerk to circulate an initial design, other 
suggestions welcome 

• Clerk to follow up on broken bollard on playing field car park to get fixed. 

• Clerk had met with parishioner with regards to 20mph petition for higher up the 
village towards the Bird in Hand 

• The volunteer who looks after the war memorial and planters around it, is giving 
up the role, Clerk to advertise if anyone else would like to do this.  
 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard arrived at 8.05pm 
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  

• Permissions  

• To give any comments on Regulation 14 Consultation – Standish Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (Draft) 
This was noted with no further comments 

• To begin discussions / give feedback on SDC Local Plan Early Scoping 
Consultation 
Cllrs to look at this and it will be on the Planning agenda to respond to in two 
weeks’ time 
 

10. Events report  
To receive report and feedback of the event, and any actions /expenditure required 
from this. 
A few points were noted to be addressed for next year, but overall the event went 
very well. Discussion on a water station was had – clerk to investigate options or 
whether to pay towards the shop water bill for access to the outside shop tap. Approx 
75 bike riders were in attendance, and this raised an idea as to have a separate bike 
event on the field. It was suggested that all Cllrs should be on the Party in the Park 
Whatsapp group so as all are aware of the plans and can join in as much as able.  
There were some good prizes for the raffle and this made over £240, the bike ramp 
users also did an inflatable axe throwing and have made funds towards the ramps 
from this.  
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
The logs are now in place, however, there seems to be an issue with them 
staying secure as the pegs keep going missing. Discussion was had on stronger 
iron pegs to be used. A budget was agreed of up to £200 to achieve this as soon 
as possible.  

• To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure 
No report 

• To note Sovereign play inspection report and resolve any actions from this 
The Sovereign report was noted along with their quote. It was resolved to 
continue to monitor the loose post in question as per the RoSPA report.  

• Bike ramps – to receive updates on design and quotes 
o To receive updates on Funding applications 

News should be received in the next couple of weeks from the one 
application.  
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o To receive updates from the fundraising working group 
No report 

o Motion from Cllr J Matthews, seconded by Cllr N Pitel:  
That the Council considers and resolves upon the implementation of 
health and safety mitigation measures relating to the use of gap-jump 
features at the parish facility, due to the identified risk of serious injury and 
the Council’s statutory duty of care.  
Proposal: - 
Option 1- latest design of ramps (created by B1ke) to have rollers 
and tabletops only. No gap jumps. 
Option 2- allow gap jumps  
Vote has been requested to be recorded 

The above motion came about after a recent incident on the playing field where a 
user was injured and required an ambulance. It was reported that it was likely a 
user error, which caused the accident, by trying a bigger gap jump than they were 
able to manage. User came away with bumps and bruises after being assessed 
at hospital.  
Cllr C Mustoe sent for a statement to be read out as she had sent apologies, this 
was about the Council making decisions and not going back on them, relying on 
evidence and professional advice to re-build the ramps. This statement was 
noted. Each Cllr had an opportunity to put forward their views on the above. 
Discussion involved all Cllrs having an input, with a main point of how high the 
gap jumps would be within the current design, and how safe they would be. 
Discussion was had on the safety of gap jumps v table top jumps and the 
experience needed to ride gap jumps.  
Discussion was had on the Council’s responsibilities to Health and Safety and 
duty of care to users of the village assets, and how this can be managed on an 
unsupervised activity, such as the ramps, with high risks. It was noted that there 
are mitigations in place such as weekly checks and signage, and it was 
commented that parents also have a responsibility for their children too.  
After much debate it was being asked for clarity on the gap jumps height, and if 
the motion could be deferred to the August meeting.  
After weighing up the debate and need for additional information by Cllrs; Cllr J 
Matthews resolved to defer the exact same motion to the August meeting. Clerk 
to obtain information on the gap jumps. It was also agreed that an annual review 
should be had on the bike ramps and playing field facilities as to any accidents 
and if these could be mitigated in any way for the future. Ideas were suggested of 
looking at water provision and maybe toilet facilities for the bike ramps / playing 
field users.  

• To discuss parking issues on the playing field car park and resolve any actions 
for this 
It was noted that this continues to be an issue. Discussions on ANPR cameras 
and only allowing short period of parking. It was also mentioned about obtaining 
any land for a car park too. This to be investigated.  

• To resolve use of the container for further football equipment from Players 
Project, and review their usage and costs going forward 
It was resolved to allow the new football group to use the container temporarily 
for storage, but for the council to look at smaller storage options to go next to the 
container just for football equipment as there is now considerable items in the 
container for events such as Santa’s rocking chair and fireplace. 
 

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
No report 
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• To receive updates from school on Road safety, resolve actions and expenditure 
No further information has come from the school; this will now be left off the 
agenda unless they request any further assistance from the Parish Council. 

• To discuss the Verge cutting volunteer group and resolve a Verge cutting policy.  
This was bought forward to the beginning of the meeting. The volunteers have 
recently cut back a number of verges in Ruscombe right back to the boundaries, 
this has gone against advice from the Highways manager when a meeting was 
held on site and a 50cm strim was informed. Volunteers did this based on 
requests from parishioners where the brambles and nettles have begun to 
overgrow the pathways and roads and have caused stings and scratches. 
Volunteers stated they have gone through Highway policies at GCC website and 
found no evidence that the 50cm rule applied.  
Discussion followed amongst Cllrs with varying views on whether the verge 
cutting was beneficial or not to the extent it had been done. It was noted that no 
policy yet has been fully adopted by the Parish Council, training is required based 
on information from Highways (Clerk will double check on this if WRPC insurance 
would cover), biodiversity concerns of cutting right back to the boundaries, 
parishioners comments, and locations not fully agreed in line with safety and 
biodiversity. It was resolved for Cllrs and volunteers to meet again to go through 
the locations and decide where to cut back, how far and find a compromise of 
safety and biodiversity.  

o To resolve associated costs for training for the volunteers. 
To be deferred to the next meeting 
  

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
The tab on the website to be ‘Local Nature’ with a number of pages with information 
on to be updated by the Clerk supplied by the Biodiversity group. The butterfly count 
went well recently with 19 people involved. Can the Parish Council support a 
‘pesticide free’ village? And an additional 4 pages will be added to the WaRbler this 
edition paid for by the remaining grant monies  
 

14. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Dignity at work, 
Equality and Donation policy 
These were resolved as fit for purpose 
 

15. To consider Bleed kits for the Parish – resolve actions and expenditure 
Clerk is due to go on a course to learn how to use the kits. Cllrs resolved for the 
Clerk to look for a budget to accommodate purchasing 3 kits to go with the defibs in 
the parish 
 

16. To resolve to adopt the Stroud District Council Charter 
Cllrs resolved to adopt the Charter 
 

17. To resolve response to Consultation for Public Space Protection Orders - dog 
control and prohibiting alcohol consumption in designated places (Stroud 
Town and Dursley) 
Cllrs resolved they were happy to continue with the current orders in place. A 
suggestion of spraying dog fouling on the playing field in illuminous paint to highlight 
the issue. 
 

18. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 
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• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and agreed as a true record  

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget, with two Cllrs 
signing off payments. 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1244.45 

Helen Dunn Expenses  £ 48.00 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 375.00 

TW Hawkins Grass maintenance £ 965.60 

Clive Payne Pulsations band – Party in Park £ 180.00 

 
19. Next meeting dates  

• Thursday 23rd July  Planning Meeting  7.30pm  

• Thursday 13th August Full Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm 


