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Some background information 

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action is a group of 20+ committed enthusiasts, 

several of whom are members of the Parish Council, which was formed at the 

instigation of Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council in April 2024. The group reports 

to the Parish Council monthly at Parish Council meetings.  

Aim Our project focussed on swifts, on working to both halt the decline of the 

population and, more ambitiously to raise numbers.  

Working in partnership with the Stroud Swift Group 

Before we started work, Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action was given a 

presentation with advice for a potential project by Gill Stacey of Stroud Swift Group 

with whom have worked in close partnership. 

A small working subgroup of 4 members of Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity 

Action volunteered to manage the project. We agreed to apply for a grant from 

Stroud District Council to buy 12 swift boxes and callers and pay for installation costs. 

We set about recruiting householders willing to have a box attached to their homes. 

This was done in the following ways 

Prospective sites for the swift boxes were found through a variety of means 

• Word of mouth 

• An article in the Parish Council’s quarterly magazine 

• A stall at the two villages party in the park 

• The two villages facebook page 

There were 18 responses in all. 

Gill Stacey of Stroud made two sets of site visits and advised us and the owners of the 

properties that 5 of the sites were not suitable. One householder had second 

thoughts and dropped out. This left us with exactly 12 sites. Gill also offered 

advice on the correct type of swift box for each site. 

The next steps 

12 swift boxes were bought from Peak boxes.com on the recommendation of 

Gill Stacey because the company gave us a 20% discount. We bought 5 types of 

box, each box chosen by Gill according to the demands of the location. These 

ranged from Swift Double Boxes- Bottom Opening to a 4 Tier Corner Box which 

has been erected at Ruscombe Chapel (see photographs) The total cost of this 

order was £861.67.  



           

 

 

We also purchased a total of 9 swift callers. Again, on Gill’s recommendation, 8 

of these were purchased from Chirk Swifts and House Martins for a total of 

£208.  Due to difficulties with the electrical supply, the 9th caller was a more 

expensive solar caller bought for the chapel. This cost £130. Two householders 

asked not to have callers and one villager already possessed one. 

The boxes were installed professionally on March 9th. Gill Stacey put us in touch 

with an experienced installer, Danny Witcombe who charged us £385. 

The total cost of this project was therefore £1584.84 



           

A standard Double Box - Bottom Opening Our installer busy at work 

5 of these have been purchased and  

installed 

Conclusion 

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council is very grateful to Stroud District 

Council for the award of this grant. The Council is also hugely appreciative of the 

work of Sue Richards, a member of Biodiversity Action, who put hours of work 

and energy into  this project. She was the driving force behind it. We leant 

heavily on the time and expertise of Gill Stacey and, again, we are hugely 

appreciative of her input. 

Sue is making the presentation at the reception on April 14th and we hope that 

Gill will be able to join us there 

Nigel Pitel (Parish Councillor)      25th March 2026 

 


