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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Thursday 11th June 2026 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 

Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs K Vizor-Beard (8pm), T Boultwood, N Pitel, J Matthews, 
C Mustoe, J Matthews, Clerk – Helen Dunn, 1 parishioner 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs N Webster, K Atkins 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None  
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
Parishioner who is part of volunteer group who wishes to strim verges in the parish. 
Meeting had been held previously with highways and volunteers looking at areas 
they can cut for safety and access and other areas only to do at the beginning and 
end of season. Parishioner also asked for a fuel allowance as they do use all their 
own equipment which they maintain. 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 14th May 2026 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
No report 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
A report had been circulated including information on county news, consultations, full 
council meetings, Grassroot Neighbourhood Fund, and Library news 
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
No report 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council.  
Report on Community Governance Review – this was noted 
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
No applications  
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• Permissions  
 

10. Events report  
More stalls are signing up, and more people are attending the planning meetings so 
as everyone knows the plans and can help out.  
Discussion on having the playing field and bike ramps strimmed before the event if 
possible and look to see if there are any table tennis table bats and balls.  
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
It had been noted of a fire started on the playing field recently. Cllrs N Pitel and J 
Matthews attended, no information found out, Clerk informed PCSO Amy 

• To receive quotes and resolve costs for matting around the Basketball area.  
Quotes had been sought, however after a short discussion it was resolved to 
purchase some grass seed and see how this takes. Review again in September. 
Cllr J Matthews to carry this out 
 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard arrives 
 

• To receive updates on logs and transportation to the playing field 
Logs are arriving on Wednesday next week. Cllrs R Charley and N Pitel to 
oversee them putting in place. 

• To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure 
Laburnum Crescent noticeboard to be put up at the weekend. 

• Bike ramps – to receive updates on design and quotes 
o To receive updates on Funding applications 

Now just waiting on responses expected July / August 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard secured a £1000 grant from Ecotricity 

o To receive updates from the fundraising working group 
No report 

• To discuss parking issues on the playing field car park and resolve any actions 
for this 
It has been noted again the bad parking and use of car park as a permanent 
parking spot for some. A discussion was had on how to manage this and be able 
to enforce. It was decided for all Cllrs to consider what options are available and 
bring these to the next meeting. 
 

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
20 mph petition done by parishioner, Clerk will meet to discuss how he best 
wants to get this out to be signed and sent off to GCC 
20mph wheelie bin stickers: (£150 for 100) – Cllrs resolved to purchase 100 and 
have them available for parishioners to collect from the PC stall at Party in the 
Park.  

• To receive a report from the footpath working group 
No further work has been done since the request to update other footpaths were 
submitted. Now a waiting game for how long this takes to go through.  

• To receive updates from school on Road safety, resolve actions and expenditure 
Cllr N Webster was due to speak with the school, no report.  

• To discuss the Verge cutting volunteer group with the proposed maps for verge 
cutting and resolve a Verge cutting policy  
Discussed at the beginning of the meeting. During the meeting with Highways 
today, it was expressed that the volunteers will have to adhere to GCC policies 
and framework on safety cutting and biodiversity. Highways are happy for the 
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group to cut back regularly the footpaths (0.5m onto the verge) to allow for 
access and also a couple of corners on the roads were identified for visibility and 
stepping off the road. Highways also suggested that the group could cut back to 
the boundaries in April before Highways do their initial safety cut at the beginning 
of May (which is on two main bends in the parish). Highways will do one cut in 
the parish of all verges doing a 1m cut back at some point between May and 
August. The volunteers can then do one more final cut back to the boundaries at 
the end of September for the winter period.  
Discussion was had on training needed, definition of ‘competence’ as in the 
insurance and clarifying the verges on the road allowed to be cut more regularly.  
In principle this was all agreed in line with the new policy adopted for the Parish 
Council and this just needs confirming for the next meeting so as the group can 
begin. 
 

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
Group to submit a large article for the WaRbler with the remaining funds from the 
swift project to pay for this. The group will also be running a stall at the party in the 
park with butterfly information, quizzes and selling pollinator plants.  
 

14. To receive a report on the Allotments and resolve any actions 
Cllr R Charlie and Clerk met with an allotment committee member to look at the 
allotments and ensure all was OK. This will be reported back to the land owner. 
 

15. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: complaints, Health 
and Safety, Publication scheme 
Cllrs resolved these remained fit for purpose 
 

16. To consider Bleed kits for the Parish – resolve actions and expenditure 
Cllrs thought this a good idea and Clerk to find out more information to present at the 
next meeting. 
 

17. To receive any feedback from the Annual Parish Meeting, resolve actions  
This all went well, with food and drink enjoyed by all afterwards 
 

18. To note GALC call for motions. Resolve any motions and attendance at 
meeting 
It was resolved that no motions to be put forward, and no-one was available to attend 
 

19. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and signed off  

• The following payments were approved in line with the budget, with Cllrs R 
Charlie and T Boultwood to sign off payments. 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1244.45 

Helen Dunn Expenses  £ 85.59 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 375.00 

Gloucestershire Playing 
Field Association 

Annual membership £ 50.00 

Edge IT Microsoft annual costs £ 783.94 

Police and Crime 
Commissioner  

ANPR letters £ 86.10 
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Parish Online Annual subscription £ 96.00 

 
20. Next meeting dates  

• Thursday 25th June  Planning Meeting  7.30pm (Clerk annual 
leave)  

• Thursday 9th July  Full Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm 


