LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

Parish councl " QUALITY n

WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805
Email: cletk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 14" May 2026 7.30pm

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs N Webster, K Vizor-Beard (8pm), T Boultwood, N Pitel,
J Matthews, C Mustoe, K Atkins, J Matthews, Clerk — Helen Dunn, District Clir J Edmunds, 3
parishioners

1.

To elect a Chairman
Clir C Mustoe proposed ClIr R Charley, seconded by Clir N Pitel, all in agreement.
Clir R Charley accepted

To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Clir R Charley signed the Acceptance of Office

To note apologies for absence
County ClIr J Patient

To elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council
Clir N Pitel proposed CliIr C Brian, seconded by ClIr K Atkins, all in agreement. Clir C
Brian accepted

All Clirs to confirm their Disclosable Personal Interest forms are up to date
All Clirs declared their interest forms to be up to date

All Clirs to sign forms on Using Your Own Device for Council business
confirming data protection and security checks are in place.

All CliIrs signed the forms to state they are fully responsible for the data protection on
their devices.

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve
any dispensations.
None

Public 10 minutes

One member introduced himself as part of the new team taking over the Star Inn and
they are happy to serve the community.

Two members spoke about how they volunteer to cut verges in Ruscombe and how
they would like to do this under the Parish Council so as they are covered by
insurance and risk assessments. Some information has been received by Highways
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on this. Discussion included Biodiversity and health and safety such as visibility and
access issues.

This will go on the next agenda, with the aim to have draft policies in place and
having had meetings with the parishioners, biodiversity group, highways and Clirs to
look at which areas can be done and how often to balance the requirements of
biodiversity and safety.

9. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 9" and 23 April 2026
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

10. Chairs announcement
None

11. Report from County Councillor
Report had been circulated and included information on Safer roads / 20mph,
general county news, Local Government Reorganisation, and cabinet meeting
updates

12. Report from District Councillor
Report had been circulated and included information on Stratford lido, Local
Government Reorganisation, canal project, tree management policy, new Local Plan
beginning, and Climate and Nature briefing

13. Report from Officer of the Council.

¢ Microsoft accounts have now all been upgraded for Clirs, therefore need to now
download apps especially SharePoint so as documents can be uploaded there
instead of sent out on e-mail.

e Tablet to purchase has increased by £70 because only ordering one instead of 9,
therefore Clerk to order from Amazon and Clir T Boultwood to set up e-mail and
Microsoft apps for Clir K Vizor-Beard

e Annual Parish Meeting 28" May 7pm

¢ Monitor football coaching sessions on playing field
Take photos of cut back hedge and check that bench can fit back against the
wall. Grit bin will also need relocating

¢ Clerk to send out fencing design for playing field slope next to the shop, and then
will obtain quotes

o ANPR camera should be up and working by end of next week.

14. Planning and Environment
e Applications
e Permissions
o S.26/0266/HHOLD 1 Laburnum Crescent Bread Street Ruscombe
Front and two storey side extension.

Clir K Vizor-Beard arrives

15. Events report
Star Inn will now do the bar for the party; tug of war rope has arrived — needs risk
assessment for numbers allowed and do heats with a final.
Reptile encounter to be booked — requires all paperwork and insurance and to set up
themselves. School are having a samba drum session.

16. Playing field
e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
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No report

e To receive updates on table tennis table works and basketball relocation.
Table tennis table now in place and also Basketball hoop relocated.
o To consider and resolve costs for fencing around the new Table Tennis
Table to prevent mis-use
Currently the Table Tennis table has Heras fencing round. Discussion
was had on pros and cons of putting permanent fencing around the table.
It was resolved to hope no further damage will be done to the table, to
monitor the situation and remove the fencing. It was felt that maybe
concrete blocks or logs could be considered for bikes to ride on nearer to
the ramps
o To consider and resolve costs for matting around the Basketball area.
A quote had been given for matting as it was quite muddy and clayey from
the installation around the edges. Clerk to sought further quotes for the
next meeting
e To receive updates on logs and transportation to the playing field
Clir R Charley to organise with contractor and to have the logs in place before the
Party in the Playing Field
o To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure
Zion Hill bench now complete. Laburnum Crescent noticeboard to go up soon.
Jobs from RoSPA report to be added to the list
o Bike ramps — to receive updates on design and quotes
o To resolve quotes for Bike ramps based on what has been received.
Two quotes had been received with another company not responding.
Clirs resolved to go with the quote from B1ke
o To resolve actions and costs for Funding applications
Clerk has submitted one application and will complete another one this
week — noting that the Enovert application will require a 10% payment
back to the landfill as a requirement of the grant due to how they work
their programme. CliIr J Patient has confirmed he will support a £3k
application from the Grassroots Fund
o To receive updates from the fundraising working group
No report
e To note the RoSPA report and resolve any actions / expenditure
This had been circulated and some actions will be added to the working party list
whilst the Clerk can cover the others.

17. Highways and Footpaths

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Bench by bus shelter. Clir J Matthews has organised with the owner to cut his
hedge back so the bench can be situated. Clerk to double check measurements
once all cut back and order bench and arrange for installation.

e To receive report from Road safety meeting observing school time traffic and
resolve next actions and any expenditure
Clerk, Clirs N Webster and K Vizor-Beard and PCSO Amy Webb met at school
time in the morning drop off time. Traffic was observed parking for some length
down the road which caused numerous visibility issues for those travelling up or
down the road as it wasn’t until last minute they could see each other on the
bend, then had limited space to pull in. Could be useful to see if Highways
manager could come and look to consider any actions on the bend past the
playing field entrance going towards the church. TRO for yellow lines is unlikely
at the moment as the TRO team are all working on the 20mph initiatives under
the Lib Dem leadership, plus the additional cost of the lines at approx £15,000.
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o Consider speed surveys, report from meeting with the school, additional
child bollards, TRO, and crossing person.
Clerk and Clir N Webster met with the school along with PCSO Amy
Webb and GCC Susan Green from Active Travel. Susan Green is giving
funds to the school to look at activities and such to put into place to raise
the awareness of safety on roads etc around the school. A ‘child’ bollard
has been given to the school to put out on the pavement to make drivers
aware of children crossing. Discussion was had on a crossing person to
help with the school — clerk sending the previous report done on why we
didn’t qualify at the time — could this be looked at again at different angles,
push for the need? Speed survey could be done outside the school, would
need to be paid for, to see what the actual speeds are in an average
school week. Look at walking bus but noting this was not taken up last
time due to whose insurance it would come under. Road safety week with
PCSO Amy and do lots of activities around this topic. Will the mirror that
fell down be replaced? To note yellow zigzags are not legally enforcing as
don’t have a TRO on them. Other parking alternatives / locations? School
used to have the gate other side at Lower Street — make a circuit round
the road to drop children off and drive off again?
Clir N Webster to find out what the school will spend its funds on before
the Council makes further input to assist.

o To receive updates on bus shelter request.

Clerk did get a response on this; however this request is unlikely to happen. The
suggested location into Lower Street by playing field entrance has a number of
services under the ground, and also the stone wall would also cause issues as
these often collapse if anything is built too close to them.

e To consider the re-design Victory Road bus shelter — resolve designs and costs.
ClIr K Vizor-Beard to re-paint the bus shelter — discussion on blue and green
colours and have old photos inside. Clir T Boultwood to provide perspex for the
photo frames. Ensure colours and design are easily maintainable. Costs to be
priced up, and frames can be purchased from Charity shops if found

o To receive feedback from parishioner on petition for 20mph extension at top of
main Road and Bird in Hand
Parishioner is willing to do a petition and will contact the Clerk once he has this
drafted.

18. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and
expenditure within the agreed plan
Biodiversity Group will be at the plant sale promoting their work. They have been
getting advice for a hedgehog project. It had been noted that Stroud DC have been
out mowing their verges and this has included one with a number of wildflowers /
cowslips on, and could it be reviewed as to when the cuts are done. Clir N Pitel to
contact SDC re this via Clir R Charley SDC e-mail address.

19. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Standing Orders,
Financial regulations, Risk Management, Code of Conduct and asset list
Clirs resolved these were fit for purpose

20. To resolve annual insurance
Clirs resolved the insurance

21. To note increase in WaRbler printing costs and resolve this going forward.
This had increased by £30, Clirs approved this
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22. Finance and formal notices
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of
Competence

Report on current financial position noting new budget headings based on
precept and budget setting.

This had been circulated and Clirs resolved the proposals

To review internal accounting controls

Clirs resolved this remained fit for purpose

To note the internal audit report, resolving any actions required

This was noted with no further comments or actions required

To note the reqular Direct Debits / Standing Orders made and resolve these
are correct at the time.

This was noted and approved correct

To resolve the Annual Governance Statement

Clirs resolved the Annual Governance Statement answering all the
statements

To resolve the Accounting Statement

Clirs resolved the accounting statement

To note the dates for the Public Rights of examination of the accounts
The dates are 29" June to 7" August 2026

The following payments were resolved in line with the budget, with Clirs T
Boultwood and C Mustoe to sign off payments.

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £ 1244.45
Helen Dunn Expenses £ 83.23
Peter Studd Maintenance £ 375.00
Peter Studd Phone box repairs / maintenance £ 550.00
TW Hawkins Grass maintenance and marking £210.34
GRCC Annual membership £ 25.00
The Little Printing Company | WaRbler £ 425.00
Play Safety Limited Annual RoSPA report £ 218.40
J Currie Allotment lease rent £ 200.00
Sovereign Play equipment £ 1800.07
Sovereign Play equipment £ 465.80
Royal Mail Group Ltd PO Box £ 416.40
Clear Insurance Annual Insurance £913.78
Management Ltd
| Selkirk Internal audit £170.00
Community Heartbeat Trust | Annual defib maintenance £ 324.00
N Webster Events license £21.00
23. Next meeting dates
e Thursday 28" May Planning Meeting 6.30pm
e Thursday 28" May Annual Parish Meeting 7.00pm

e Thursday 11" June

Full Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm
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