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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 9th April 2026 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 

Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs N Webster, K Vizor-Beard (8pm), T Boultwood, N Pitel, 
J Matthews, C Mustoe, Clerk – Helen Dunn, County Cllr J Patient 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs C Brian, K Atkins 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None  
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
None  
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12th and 26th March 2026 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
None  
 

6. Report from County Councillor  
Report had been circulated including information on: 20mph roll out, electric buses, 
climate report, residents invited to shape Public paths and countryside access, 
County Council SEND awards. Reports on Transport and Housing and looking at 
sustainable transport; visit Glos Fire and Rescue services; Grassroot Neighbourhood 
Fund; Community Climate Change Fund; and a film on National Emergency briefing.  
Cllr J Patient suggested for the recent request of 20mph up to the Bird in Hand that 
residents put together a petition to show the strength of feeling towards this scheme 
and the safety of it.  
 

7. Report from District Councillor 
None  
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council.  
The location of the bench by the bus stop just fits in within the Highways 
requirements, but the hedge does need to cut back level to the wall. Cllr J Matthews 
to speak with the homeowner to obtain permission for this to be done.  
The grit bin will need to be relocated.  
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9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  

• Permissions  
 

10. Events report  

• To resolve if there are enough volunteers to run the event plus the community 
stalls who also want to be involved.  
Whilst a small number of volunteers had come forward, this was not felt 
significant enough to run the event on the actual day at full capacity. After 
discussion it was decided to hold a scaled down event with a shorter time frame 
e.g. from 2-6pm, to have the tug of war, colour run, bar and BBQ. For community 
groups that wish to have a stall there would be an allocated area for them to set 
up and they would have to be fully responsible in providing everything they need 
for their stall. A marquee could still be put up and if anyone wishes to voluntarily 
play some music this could be done but no bands will be booked specifically for 
this year.  

• To resolve the budget 
Although not likely to be fully used, and no breakdown provided, a budget of 
£3,000 was resolved. 

  
 Cllr K Vizor-Beard arrived, and Cllr N Webster left 
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
PCSO Amy has been doing additional patrols on the playing field since some 
reports of anti-social behaviour have been had.  
Cllr R Charley asked for the trees not to be mowed underneath, only up to their 
drip line to protect the trees better on the playing field. Clerk to contact the grass 
contractor to request this.  
It was also noted about litter on the playing field after football matches. Clerk to 
contact Randwick FC and remind them about putting litter in the bin or taking it 
home with them.  

• To receive updates on table tennis table works and basketball relocation.  
Clerk and Cllrs had now met with the contractor with all works resolved to be 
done and completed on 28th April. 

• To receive updates on logs and transportation to the playing field 
The football pitch will move 3m towards the boules pitch to accommodate the 
logs when they arrive. 

• To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure 
Zion Hill bench has now been installed, Cllr J Matthews to install the memorial 
plaque for the family who had requested this.  
Cllr K Atkins to fit the new noticeboard at Laburnum Crescent. 

• To resolve costs to spike and aerate the playing field sharing costs with 
Randwick FC 
A quote had been received for this to be done and shared with Randwick FC. 
Cllrs accepted quote 

• To resolve costs for tree guards for the orchard as per Cllr N Pitel quote 
Cllr N Pitel demonstrated tree guards to be put round 5 trees in the orchard and 
to manage this with mulch etc to see if has beneficial effects. The cost of this was 
resolved and these will be purchased in due course.  

• Bike ramps – to receive updates on design and quotes 
o To resolve actions and costs for Funding applications 

Clerk has been in contact with two other contractors to try to obtain further 
quotes so as to include them in the applications.  
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o To receive updates from the fundraising working group 
Cllr C Mustoe to arrange for photos of the bike ramp users in action to use 
as promotional material. Clerk to provide permission slips.  
 

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
None  

• To receive report on ANPR camera outside Village hall, resolve actions / 
expenditure 
This continues to be out of action, and the current cherry picker is not available 
until at least May. There is a much more expensive option for a cherry picker. 
Cllrs discussed whether they could find a cherry picker cheaper and also whether 
they could access the camera to take it down themselves. Cllrs suggested that 
there should be a management plan in place for repairs and since the camera 
has been out of action for the past two months already, they requested to delay 
the payment until it is repaired. Clerk to continue to liaise with the company on 
repairs and how this can be done as soon as possible. 

• To consider a bus shelter on Main Road near the planter and entrance to the 
playing field. To consider actions and costs for this. 
Clerk had requested information from Highways on this, despite following up 
there has still been no response.   

• To receive request from parishioner on looking at extending 20mph or 30mph 
further up into Bird in Hand from Main Road.  
After speaking with Cllr J Patient, and the idea of petitions, Clerk to contact the 
parishioner to see if they could put this in place to present to Highways. Clerk had 
e-mailed Highways asking if this section could be included in the current list but 
no response has been received. 
  

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
The groups are to attend a presentation at SDC. All homeowners who had a swift 
box have met and had updates on how to monitor and use the callers.  
The next project the group may look at is hedgehogs in the parish.  
 

14. To resolve maintenance quote for the Ruscombe telephone box 
The maintenance contractor had put a quote together of just over £700 to revamp the 
phone box fully and paint it. This was accepted as it is in need of attention to keep it 
up to standard.  
 

15. To receive any report and quote on the condition of the war memorial with 
fading names. To resolve action and expenditure 
Information had just been received that the Council can apply for a grant from the 
War Memorials Trust towards the works. Clerk to look into this. 
 

16. To resolve the following policies are fit for purpose: Editorial policy 
Cllrs resolved that this was fit for purpose. 
 

17. To receive quote for Cllr tablets and resolve how many are required. Also costs 
for upgrade to Cllr e-mails to enable better data protection procedures.  
Much debate was had around having a council tablet versus using own devices 
where security on protecting data would have to be tighter. It was resolved that Cllr K 
Vizor-Beard would have a tablet as she felt she needed this, and all Cllrs resolved to 
update the security access of their devices when accessing council e-mails and look 
at MFA, along with the Clerk using SharePoint for documents so as these no longer 
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need to be downloaded onto personal devices. All Cllr Microsoft e-mail accounts to 
be upgraded so as SharePoint can be accessed. This will be monitored over time as 
to whether all Cllrs will need a council tablet for just council work.  
 

18. Cllrs to acknowledge keeping data safe on their personal devices.  
This was discussed in the above item and was a combined debate 
 

19. To resolve Annual Parish Meeting agenda 
A draft agenda had been circulated and was agreed. 
 

20. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and resolved as a true record 

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget, and Cllrs T 
Boultwood, N Pitel and or R Charley to sign off payments. 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1244.45 

Helen Dunn Expenses  £ 53.00 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 

B1ke Ltd Bike ramp designs £ 1,794.00 

GALC Annual membership £ 374.39 

CCC4business ANPR annual fee payment to be 
delayed until camera can be fixed. 

£ 1,155.63 

Cloudy IT SharePoint clerk training £ 39.00 

SLCC Enterprise Clerk Regional Conference £ 51.00 

SLCC Enterprise Clerk National Conference £ 404.00 

Sovereign  Deposit for basketball relocation and 
surfacing 

£ 1800.04 

Sovereign 2nd instalment for basketball relocation 
and surfacing (dated 20th April) 

£ 2400.05 

Sovereign Table Tennis Table, and disposal of 
damaged one 

£ 465.79 

Sovereign 2nd instalment Table Tennis Table, and 
disposal of damaged one (dated 1st 
May 2026) 

£ 621.06 

Shelley Signs Laburnum Crescent noticeboard £ 888.00 

E-on Electricity £ 227.65 

 
21. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 23rd April Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 14th May Annual Council Meeting 7.30pm  

• Thursday 28th May  Planning Meeting  6.30pm  

• Thursday 28th May Annual Parish Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9pm 
 
 


