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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 12th March 2026 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 

Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs C Brian, K Vizor-Beard (8pm), T Boultwood, N Pitel, J 
Matthews, C Mustoe, Clerk – Helen Dunn, District Cllr J Edmunds, 2 members of public 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs N Webster, K Atkins, County Cllr J Patient 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
Public asked about the bench on Zion Hill and its location. This was confirmed as his 
concern was if it was on the route of traffic, which it isn’t. 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12th February 2026 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
No report 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
Report circulated with information on budget, road safety assessments, Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy, Government consultation on Local Government Reorganisation, 
Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund, full council meeting with Green views 
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
Report had been circulated including information on full council meeting and budget; 
various committee meetings, and the Local Government Reorganisation with most of 
Stroud Cllrs voting for a single Unitary. 
  

8. Report from Officer of the Council.  
Diamond Jubilee path to be discussed later in the year 
Defibs have been assessed, one needs a new battery which has arrived and new 
pads are being chased for both 
Optera building company who used the car park before Christmas have donated 
£750 for the use. This to be put in the playing field budget to split on fencing and bike 
ramps. 
A number of parishioners have been complaining about the Main Road and potholes. 
Highways continue to advise to use FixMyStreet to report this. 
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Clerk obtaining another quote for installation of the bench by the bus stop. 
Clerk has attended events on Local Government Reorganisation and information 
from these have been sent out.  
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  

• Permissions  
o S.25/2054/FUL Land At Spring Cottage Main Road Whiteshill  

Retention of an agricultural/equestrian track (retrospective) and the 
erection of stables/agricultural building.  
 

10. Events report  

• To receive reports on actions to date 
Not many volunteers have offered to attend any planning meetings for the event. 
This would prove difficult in organising if no-one involved at this stage. Clerk 
suggested that those who want stalls at the event should attend at least two of 
the planning meetings if they wish to have a stall. Terms and Conditions to be put 
together that incorporate this, otherwise if no help then Council will need to 
consider if they can put on the event.  

• To resolve the budget for the Party in the Playing Field 
To be resolved at the Planning meeting in two weeks’ time 
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
o Maintenance of the car park bank  

It was resolved to ask the maintenance man to keep strimmed back the 
whole of the car park bank including the sumac plants. The Biodiversity 
Group can consider how this can be managed with wild flowers. Cllr C 
Mustoe to speak to the house owners behind whose sumac has spread. 

• To resolve additional usage of a private football trainer on the playing field 
working with the current football club 
4 Cllrs and the Clerk met with two young parishioners who have set up their own 
business to hold private football coaching lessons. They wish to use the playing 
field to do this on evenings after school. Cllrs resolved to allow them to start this 
up and review after 6 months on usage and charges. 

• To note recent vandalism of Table Tennis Table and resolve next actions – 
Insurance claim? 
It was resolved to make an insurance claim as it was irreparable. The police had 
been informed, and it looks like the damage had been caused by a bike being 
jumped and ridden on the table.  

• To receive updates on table tennis table works and basketball relocation. To 
resolve new location and any further actions or expenditure including any 
response from the company on the new location 
Cllrs had rearranged a date to meet on the playing field to review. Purchase order 
to go in so as works can be done at the end of April. Clerk to meet contractor to 
confirm the revised location for the table. Discussion was had on the location of 
the football pitch and being able to fit everything in – especially the logs at the 
bike ramp end of the pitch.  

• To receive updates on logs and transportation to the playing field, resolve exact 
location if pitch is moving by 3m 
Location to be viewed on a site meeting next week.  

• To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure 
The bench on the playing field has now been installed. Cllr T Boultwood to clear 
the space at the top of Zion Hill and then a date is needed to install the bench. 
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Cllr K Vizor-Beard arrives 
 

• Bike ramps – to receive updates on design and quotes 
The design and quote has been received. Cllrs were happy with the design. Clerk 
talked about funding and that the applications require evidence of 3 quotes, so 
Clerk will source this if possible, and complete grant funds to raise the required 
monies.  

o to receive updates from the fundraising working group 
The group are planning a Bingo night in the Star Inn to have community 
fundraising for the ramps too. 
 

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
No report  

• To receive report on ANPR camera outside Village hall, resolve actions / 
expenditure 
Clerk is liaising with the camera company on getting this repaired. The company 
are launching Average Speed cameras. Clerk to look into.  
 

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
All swift boxes have been installed. Cllr N Pitel to complete grant completion form for 
Stroud DC 

• To discuss and resolve actions / expenditure in relation to the Middle Spring 
survey. 
The majority of the survey results were negative in the Biodiversity Group taking 
this area over to maintain. A letter will be put through the houses of all those who 
took part and this will not go ahead. The group instead to concentrate on the car 
park bank. 
  

14. To receive any report and quote on the condition of the war memorial with 
fading names. To resolve action and expenditure 
Clerk has applied for Expression of Interest for funding to do the works. Waiting for a 
response. No other quotes sought. 
 

15. To receive report on Ruscombe Phone Box and its current condition, resolve 
actions / expenditure for repairs 
The door on this is rotting at the bottom and the box needs a coating of paint. Clerk 
to source paint and ask maintenance man to repair and paint.  
 

16. To resolve the following policies are fit for purpose: Lone working, Zero 
Tolerance, Vexatious 
Cllrs resolved these were fit for purpose 
 

17. To respond to the Local Government Reorganisation consultation 
Cllrs noted the consultation and resolved to respond as individuals 
 

18. To consider quote for Cllr tablets and how many are required. Also costs for 
upgrade to Cllr e-mails to enable better data protection procedures 
This was noted and Cllrs will review this in April to see who wishes to have tablets  
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19. To consider allowing an increased budget as and when needed for additional 
pages in the WaRbler due to the last two editions being full of community 
news. 
It was noted that the budget will have enough funds to cover the 4 editions of the 
WaRbler, with additional pages if needed. Therefore Cllrs resolved for the Clerk and 
editor to make this decision for each edition where needed.  
 

20. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and resolved as a true account. 

• The following payments were approved in line with the budget 
Cllrs T Boultwood and N Pitel to sign off payments. 
 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1,244.45 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)  £ 63.90 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 

TW Hawkins  Pitch line marking £ 216.00 

Edge IT Clerk laptop Microsoft protection £ 36.30 

Gardiners Tree Surgery Playing Field tree works £ 600.00 

D Witcombe Installation of swift boxes £ 385.00 

 
21. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 26th March Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 9th April  Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm 


