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Summer 2025 

Dear Parishioners 
Looking forward to the summer, the Parish Council are hoping to 
have work completed on upgrading the children’s play              
area.   New equipment that is more accessible to everyone is  
being installed.  This does mean that for a period of time the play 
area will be shut off and out of use, so please be patient and keep   
fingers crossed that all goes to plan.  We have had a substantial 
grant to go towards this redevelopment, so the funds are not all 
coming out of the parish precept.  
 

Many of you may have met our new village handyman, 
Pete.  Pete is helping keep things looking as we would expect, 
working on Parish Council owned land.  If there are any particular 
areas you feel might need attention, please do let our Clerk know 
and she can then direct what work is needed. 
 

We are rapidly approaching the Party in the Park on June 
28th.  Lots of work goes on behind the scenes for this event and 
this is being coordinated by Councillor Nickie Webster.  There are 
plenty of activities for all age groups planned, and fingers are be-
ing crossed for good weather on the day.  I look forward to seeing 
many of you there. 
 

Space for nature signs have gone up in various locations around 
the village.  These areas are very important for wildlife and en-
hancing our biodiversity.  We are quite fortunate that within our 
village there is quite a lot of nature, however, we can always do 
more.  If there are spaces in your gardens that could be enhanced 
for nature but you are not sure what to do please do ask.  We 
have a very active biodiversity group and many experienced peo-
ple in the village who would be happy to support and advise. Hav-
ing had the driest March on record there will be many creatures 
needing access to water.  If you can leave a bowl out then animals 
will appreciate it.  On the same theme, if you can conserve water 
to use on your flower and vegetable beds that is always a bonus.   
 

I think the birds this year have been particularly loud in the     
mornings.  Although this magazine will reach you after the date, 
May 4th, was International Dawn Chorus Day, marking a high 
point in birdsong, it is still very much worth taking a moment to 
listen to what is around you. Hopefully you will already be enjoy-
ing louder  and earlier birdsong where you are but if you want  
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Ruscombe Brook:   a look 

back at the Action  
Group 2005-2015 
Twenty years ago raw sewage was                
repeatedly overflowing from local sewers 
into the brook and surrounding farmland. I 
had thought it would be easy to end this 
significant health hazard, but quickly realised 
there were many challenges, not least      
understanding the cause. The Ruscombe 
Brook Action Group (RBAG) was formed and 
with the help of another group, Water 21, 
we sought to educate ourselves and engage 
with Severn Trent (ST). 
 

Initially ST denied there was a problem as 
many incidents hadn’t been reported.     
However the number of times they were 
called out plus a collection of ‘colourful’ 
photos made it clear there was issue. We set 
up an agreement with stakeholders to find a 
solution together to the problems along our 
2 mile long brook. ST, councils and others 
signed. As we reported further incidents 
more local people got involved. Seventy   
residents came to our first public meeting at 
Ebley Mill much to the surprise of ST. 
 

Our local activities included: 

• Several clean-up days; many bags of 
rubbish including two buckets of       
sanitary wear, but only one shopping 
trolley. 

• Talks to local groups and schools to raise 
awareness: one group painted a 15m 
mural of the brook at Whiteshill and 
Ruscombe Primary school and one class 
got involved in testing the water quality. 

• Walks with biodiversity experts. 

Par ish Counc i l  

information this is where to find it.: 
 

The RSPB has a special guide to the Dawn 
Chorus, where they explain why birds sing 
and give our top tips on making the most of 
nature’s top musical, including what birds to 
listen out for!  Additionally, many of the RSPB 
nature reserves run special dawn chorus 
events where you can enjoy expert advice on 
birdsong ID. 
 

 Enjoy the (unseasonably) warm weather and 
see you all soon. 

Rebecca Charley,  

Parish Council  

Chairman 

 

Parish  

Council News 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

The Parish Council is working with       
community organisations to be able to 
have all one-off community events put on 
to one calendar available on the Parish 
Council website.  
 

Go to Event Calendar – Whiteshill and 
Ruscombe Parish Council to see what is 
going on. Resident Maggie Booth is   co-
ordinating this too, so please get in touch 
if you have a community event that you 
would  like added.  Her email is  
maggiebooth.photo@gmail.com        
and please also email Helen (see below).   
 

Helen Dunn (BSc Hons) 
Clerk to Whiteshill & Ruscombe  Parish 
Council Tel: 07941 171805 
clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-
pc.gov.uk   

https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=015d40a120&e=a3433dd42d
https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=015d40a120&e=a3433dd42d
mailto:clerk@wrpc.org.uk
mailto:clerk@wrpc.org.uk
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• Working with British Waterways and 
others over plans to dredge the ‘Lake 
at the Lawns’ (opposite Tricorn 
House) situated almost at the end of 
the brook before it goes into the ca-
nal. 

• Organised two further specialist semi-
nars on the brook to learn from other 
projects. 

• Engaged support from two MSc stu-
dents who used the brook as a case 
study. 

• Produced a leaflet with ST for all 
householders on what they can do 
including offering a free ’fat trap’ to 
reduce fats getting into the sewer. 

• A new grill at Puckshole to reduce 
flooding there 

 

In response to the floods of 2007 three 
further local groups were created      
modelled in part on RBAG’s constitution. 
This led to the Stroud Water Forum and 
the District Council employing a specialist 
in rural sustainable drainage. Stroud has 
since become a leader in the field. 
 

There’s more but basically it took nearly 
seven years of persistence and per-
severance to eventually get roots cut in 
our sewers plus large sections relined 
and replaced. The brook has been in a 
much healthier state and thankfully 
there is growing awareness about the 
damage sewage and agricultural run-off 
can cause to waterways. Indeed national-
ly we’ve seen many shocking examples 
and hopefully there will be real changes 
in the way we manage our waterways.  
 

 Locally there are now a host of organisa-
tions working to improve our waterways 
further, including Glos Wildlife Trust, 
Stroud Valleys Project and most recently 
‘citizen scientists’ at Glos WaterWatch 
Collective. Our Parish Council are also 
doing lots of work on improving biodi-
versity. 

Philip Booth, Ruscombe 

 

Whiteshill & Ruscombe  

Community 

Choir 
 

We’ve had a great 
start to 2025!  
 

We have wel-
comed lots of new       
members to the 
choir and have 

been busy working on some fabulous 
new songs.  
 

We are looking forward to singing at the 
Village Party on Saturday 28th June.  Our 
Summer Concert is on Friday 11th July, 
6.30pm at the Immaculate Conception 
Church, Beeches Green, Stroud. We will 
be raising money for The Door Youth 
Project. 
 

We are also planning an autumn concert 

at St Pauls, Whiteshill in October, where 

we will be raising funds for the ongoing 

church restoration. Find out more about 

how you can be involved in our poster 

on Page 9.  

Community  
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Crafty finds you’ll love in the Ruscombe & 
Whiteshill Village Shop. 

 

Showcase your items and support your 
local shop. 

 

Our village shop proudly features         
handmade work, crafted by locals,          

sold by locals. 
 

If you create crafts and are looking for a 
small space to sell them, we have some 

shelf space available. 
 

Join our lovely community of makers       
and share your work with locals               

and visitors alike. 

Get in touch to learn more 
artycrafts.wrvscafe@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
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We continue to hold a regular service of 
Holy Communion at 9:30 AM on the sec-
ond Sunday of the month and a Café 
Church for families at 10:30 AM on the 
fourth Sunday of the month. Silent Sitting, 
a half-hour of meditation and prayer, is 
usually on Mondays, fortnightly at 10 AM. 
Look for signage on the church railings as 
you go by. 
 

Thanks to our energetic supporters’ group 
under the leadership of Maggie Booth, 
there are a number of events over the 
summer to watch out for including a talk 
on the history of textiles in the Stroud ar-
ea, a stall at the Party on the Park, and a 
daisy chain event which will be published 
through the usual channels.  
Keep in touch with what is going on at St 
Paul’s through its own Facebook page and 
the ‘Church Near You’ website 
(www.achurchnearyou.com/
church/14068). QR codes are below 
 

Our small team of fundraisers are looking for 
help with sending out emails to publicise 
events, also writing press releases and writing 
copy for promotional leaflets. Any help you are 
able to give would be very welcome. Please 
drop me an email on jonathan@bayly.org and I 
will pass your details on to Maggie Booth. 
 St Paul’s  
Facebook Church Near You 
   
       

 
 

Jonathan Bayly 
jonathan@bayly.org. 

 

 

St 

Paul’s 

Church 
 By the time 
you read this article, we should have 
had an important meeting with the  
Diocesan Buildings Committee. We 
hope to gain permission to run a new 
electrical supply into the Lady Chapel 
using a void under the pews. This 
should not be a problem as it will im-
pact minimally on the grade 2 listed 
status of the building. The main hurdle 
is then the proposal to heat the Lady 
Chapel using two wall mounted ’far’ 
infrared (IR) panels plus a specialist ra-
diator designed specifically for church-
es. This approach has been chosen be-
cause of the intermittent use of the 
space and the need in cold weather to 
warm up the people quickly and effi-
ciently! The power required is beyond 
that which can be delivered by the pre-
sent electrical installation. Provided we 
obtain permission, this will make the 
Lady Chapel not only more comfortable 
for services but potentially attractive to 
other organisations for small group 
meetings. 
 

People may have been wondering why 
there was no Easter service at St Paul’s 
to celebrate one of the major festivals 
in the Christian calendar. This really 
comes down to the small number of 
people who worship there as the Stroud 
Church’s Team have a limited number 
of ministers who can lead services 
throughout the locality.  
 

Community  

mailto:jonathan@bayly.org
mailto:jonathan@bayly.org
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Daisy Day 

 
You might remember a couple of years 
ago that we made a circle around the 
church and gave it a Big Hug? Well, 
we’re going to do something similar 
again, but this time with daisies. Who 
doesn’t enjoy making daisy chains alt-
hough they can be quite fiddly. Our 
‘daisies’ will be made out of paper 
plates, the big ones, and when they’re 
decorated they will be hung on a chain 
going around the church building. It’s an 
ambitious challenge but I’m sure we can 
do it. 
 

So how will it work? First of all, we will 
need help cutting the plates into the 
shape of a daisy. Then we’ll distribute 
them to our local schools, playgroup, the 
chapel, the village shop, The Star, our 
church and as many other places as we 
can. Don’t ask me how many daisies 
we’ll need to encircle the church, but it’ll 
be quite a lot! There won’t be a prize for 
the ‘best’ decorated daisy because that 
would be impossible to judge, we just 
want everyone to get their creative       
juices flowing and make the daisies as 
decorative as possible. We’ll be distrib-
uting the plates about two weeks before 
‘Daisy Day which is Saturday 12th July. 
The daisies could be decorated using 
crayons or paint or any colourful materi-
al stuck on them. As they will be hanging 
on the chain, the daisy will need to be 
decorated or painted on both sides.  
 

We will collect the daisies from the       
drop-off points the day before, but it 
would be lovely if people came on the 
morning of the 12th to hang their own 
daisy onto the chain. We’ll also be having 
a Daisy Workshop between 10.00 to mid-
day on the 12th for anyone who hasn’t 
had chance to make a daisy beforehand. 
 

Of course the weather in July can be  
unpredictable so if it is raining, we’ll have 
the daisy chain inside the church. During 
the afternoon we will be serving teas and 
there will be a Treasure Hunt with clues 
to be found inside the church and in the 
churchyard. 
 

As I write this we are at the planning 
stage so do look out for more                
information about ‘Daisy Day’. We will 
definitely need help to cut out these  
paper plates, so email me if you can help 
and if you are able to sponsor the event, 
please get in touch. On ‘Daisy Day’ you 
will have an opportunity to meet some of 
the people who have been working hard 
behind the scenes with the aim of     
keeping our church open both as Place of 
Worship and in due course a Community 
Resource.  Please come along on July 12th 
to find out more about the current plans 
and the task ahead to secure funding. 
Maggie Booth  
Maggiebooth.photo@gmail.com  
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The Two Villages       

Festival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There have been some changes going on 
recently:  
 

Veronica Neale has resigned from the 
Committee and we would like to place on 
record our thanks to her for setting up the 
Festival and for all her hard work over the 
past five years.  
 

Emma Bruce, who runs the Rainbows, has 
taken on the role, but because of family 
and work commitments, is only able to do 
on an interim basis until we are able to 
appoint a permanent chair or co-chair. 
 

The focus of the Festival is also changing, 
as is the name. We are now “The Two 
Villages Festival'. This reflects the regular 
activities that are now taking place at The 
Star Inn and the primary purpose of The 
Association which is to organise events for 
the villages of  Whiteshill and Ruscombe 
to: 
 

• promote the talent in the two villages  

• encourage participation and co-
operation between the various        
organisations in the two villages and 
within the local area 

• facilitate the organisation of events such as: 

 

✓ art exhibitions 

✓ children’s competition and activities 

✓  a children’s trail around the village 

✓ a concert of 'all the talents'  

✓ craft workshops 

✓ craft sales 

• co-operate with other bodies having a like 
minded interest in The Association's objec-
tives, consistent with the delivery of this 
Association's objectives. 

 

This year we will be combining our AGM and 
presentation of 2024 donations with a 'Bring 
Your Own (food & Drink)' Quiz at 19:30 on    
Friday, 25 July in The Ruscombe School Room. 
More details will be published soon. 
 
 

On Sunday, 21 September we hope to hold 
a Two Villages Festival Market Day – if you 
would like to have a stall please 
email: 2vfest@gmail.com 

 

We'd also love to hear from you if you would like 
to join our small and quite informal committee, 
can offer help with any of our events or have an 
idea for something you'd like to help run. We are 
all busy people, so we really need your            
assistance. 

Jenni Gardner 
Secretary 

2VWintFest@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:2vfest@gmail.com
mailto:2VWintFest@gmail.com
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Chariot 
Racing  
This year’s Party 
in the Park sees 
the return of the 
old chariot race!  
This has been  prompted by Maggie Booth’s 
article about Peter Hood’s previous involve-
ment in chariot racing, which appeared in the 
Autumn edition in 2024. 
 

We are looking for teams of three people to 
take part; two people pulling the chariot and 
one sitting in to ‘drive’ it.  
 

To enter you will be required to build your own 
chariot prior to the event and bring it down to 
the field for the race. It can be super simple as 
long as it’s able to carry one person and can be 
pulled along by 2 people.  
 

If you are interested please get in touch to    
register your team by emailing  

cllr.nickie.webster@whiteshillandruscombe-
pc.gov.uk  by Thursday 19th June 2025.  

 

We will then send you some helpful health 
and safety tips and rules, together with a     
disclaimer for you to sign.   
 

Parking 
Just a reminder that there is NO allocated 
parking for The Party in the Park (although 
some disabled spaces are available).   
 

Please consider walking to the event if you 
can, or if you have friends or family     
coming, maybe look at the local No 63 bus     
service which stops at the entrance to the 
playing field.  
 

If parking on the local roads, please park 
considerately to avoid nuisance to the 
local residents.  Thank you.   

Cllr Nickie Webster 

Whiteshill & Ruscombe 

Village  

Hall 

 
This year marks a 
milestone in the history of the Hall. Our 
Caretaker Beverley Bremerkamp has now 
held the office for 30 years.  This                    
remarkable achievement follows on from 
her arrival in Whiteshill and wishing to   
contribute to village affairs. 
 

This unique contribution is commendable 
to say the least. Throughout she and the 
village hall have been supported by her 
husband Steve in a voluntary capacity. 
 

On more general news the kitchen area has 
been refurbished with fees from weekend 
lettings for parties and celebrations helping 
to finance plus a grant from the parish 
council for a new gas cooker. 
 

Bookings for classes and regular activities 
continue to be healthy with an additional 
pilates class starting recently on Tuesday 
7.30-8.30 pm.  We are fortunate to secure 
the services of Jeremy Bingham an experi-
enced teacher and instructor (see back 
page for details). 
 

The small hall committee would welcome 
additional members.  We meet every other 
month on Thursday 6.00 - 6.45 pm.  It is not 
expected to match Beverley’s long and re-
markable tenure! 

Keith Davitte,  
Chair Village Hall Committee 
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We often hear these days of how 
“uncertain” the times we live in are. But 
actually, this is nothing new. 
 

We need to look no further than the 
graveyard in St Paul’s Church to get a 
sense of the fear that gripped England as 
long ago as the 1860s. 
 

In those days, Anglo-French relations 
were alarmingly poor, and many people 
thought that the French were going to 
invade the UK. 
 

So much so that many thousands of 
young men across the UK volunteered to 
supplement the regular army. One such 
volunteer regiment was the Gloucester-
shire Rifles Volunteers, which in 1865 
was led by Captain John Dutton Hunt, 
who lived in Fromehall. 
 

John Hunt was a wealthy mill owner who 
attended St Paul’s Church, Whiteshill.  In 
1865, however, there were 2 disasters in 
his family. First his infant daughter died, 
and a few months later, his life was cut 
short when he too died at the age of 41 
years. 
 

His funeral involved a huge procession of 
military cavalry and pomp and circum-
stance as the funeral procession wound 
its way up Farmhill to the church. 

His family’s resting place is clearly marked 
out by the most prominent monument in 
the graveyard: the broken column, which 
was designed to signify a life cut short: 
 

(Thanks to Keith Davitte for recording this 

story in his “Whiteshill snd Ruscombe: A 

History of Two Villages” which is available 

for sale in the village shop.   Keith has also 

written an excellent history of the White-

shill and Paganhill churches, which is avail-

able free from the porch of the church) 

Peter Keevil 

Ruscombe Chapel & 

Schoolroom 
It was lovely to see the Chapel full at 

Easter when we held a joint Service with 
Five Valleys Christian Fellowship 

 

We meet monthly in the Chapel on     
Sundays at 3pm.  Our next service is on 
18th May and then on 22nd June, but 

follow us on our Facebook page for            
future dates and events.  
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Whiteshill and Ruscombe 

Biodiversity Action 

The Emperor’s New Habitat 
Opinions are divided about Top Field (or   
Fryers Close as it was known in 1842) at   
Middle Spring, Ruscombe but love it or hate 
it, the field has recently attracted some new         
residents.   
 

Two years ago, I recorded my first ever     
Emperor moths. The caterpillars of the large 
and very beautiful Emperor moth feed on 
bramble and other scrubby bushes so the 
variety of scrub provides perfect habitat for 
this and more than 500 other moth species as 
well as nesting birds. The lovely female flies 
only at night and was attracted to the light of 
my garden moth trap where she settled on 
the house wall for her daytime sleep.  The 
male moth only flies during the day. How do 
they find each other?  Pheromones!  She 
emits a pheromone which the male can track 
down with his feathery antennae from a dis-
tance of several miles. He found her – in fact 
two males found her. 
          

Interested to find out which birds are nesting 
near you?  Identifying bird song has never 
been easier.  A free app called “Merlin” can 
be downloaded on your phone to identify and 
record bird song.   

It keeps your recordings and you can 
listen again in the depths of winter to 
the lovely dawn chorus you recorded in 
April or May.  One of my records from 
the garden in early May last year identi-
fied 12 species of singing male birds in 
two minutes, all of which can be count-
ed as breeding birds. You can do an 
early breeding bird survey from early 
April to mid-May and a    summer sur-
vey from mid-May to end of June to 
record migrant birds such as Common 
Whitethroat and Blackcap.  
  

We’d love to hear about your patch.  
Please send your results by email to 
jmfslater@gmail.com.   

Chris Tracey 
 

(Ed’s Note:  In March I too discovered 
the free Merlin Bird app (other apps are            
available!). The European Robin has by 
far and away been the longest and 
loudest daily birdsong near our house 
from dawn till dusk;  The Chiff-Chaff has 
been a close second but with a less  
melodic song.  The App is not only   
educational, but also serves as a      
wonderful tool to persuade children to 
get more interested in ‘boring’ walks!    
Enjoy. DW)  

Female 

Male 
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Home Cooking with   
Harriet 

 

 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This quarter’s recipe is for one of my 

favourite summer pudding recipes – 

Eton Mess. This is my version with 

raspberries and white chocolate alt-

hough you can do it with other berries 

including blackberries or strawberries 

depending on the time of year. This 

recipe serves for a family of six. Enjoy! 

Ingredients: 
 

• 3 egg whites 

• 150 g caster sugar 

• 100g white chocolate 

• 300ml double cream 

• 300g raspberries 

Method: 
• First, take the egg whites in a 

medium-large bowl and using 
an electric whisk, whisk them up 
until they’re in almost fluffy 
peaks. 

 

• 2.  Then, slowly add in the sugar 
bit by bit, all the time while 
whisking until it stays up when 
you lift the whisk out. 

 

• Take medium size spoonful's and 
dollop them onto a baking tray. 
Don't worry, it doesn't matter if 
they don't look perfect. 

 

• Cook them for about an hour at 
125 C. 

 

• After that, whip up the double 
cream and then crush up the 
meringues into large pieces.  

 

• Chop up most of the white   
chocolate but leave 2-3 squares. 

 

• Then tip everything including the 
raspberries inside a large dish 
and put it in the fridge. 

 

• Before serving, grate the remain-
ing white chocolate and sprinkle 
it on the top. Enjoy!  

 
 

Harriet (age 12)  
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What could YOU do to help         

encourage 

swifts back to 

our valley? 

By the time you read this, swifts will have 

made the long summer migration from 

their wintering grounds in Africa. But sadly 

these amazing birds are in trouble and are 

now on the red list of threatened species. 

The UK swift population is less than half 

what it was in 2000.  
 

There are several causes of their decline 

but a major factor is loss of nesting sites. 

Swifts depend entirely on our buildings, 

squeezing into small nooks and crannies 

under roof tiles or soffits. Access is often 

prevented when older buildings are re-

furbished and tiny openings are un-

intentionally sealed up and nest sites lost.  
 

SWIFTS ARE AMAZING BIRDS 

They only spend around 3 months in this 

country, arriving in early May to breed and 

leaving in August. They return to the same 

nest site every year 
 

Their journey from Africa is 3500 miles – 

an adult swift may fly up to 1.5 million 

miles in its lifetime 
 

Swifts eat, sleep and even mate on the 

wing. From the moment a young swift 

leaves the nest, it will only touch the 

ground for the brief nesting period 
 

They are supremely fast fliers with a top 

speed of 70mph 

 

With the support and experience of 

Stroud Swift Group we want to inspire you 

to get involved in a coordinated plan to 

return swifts to our skies every year. Can 

you help with this? 
 

• Identify locations to install external 

nest boxes. Is your home suitable? 

• Get involved! Learn how to identify a 

swift and a nest site; look out for 

screaming parties flying overhead; 

spread awareness to your family, 

friends and neighbours to protect    

existing nest sites and encourage     

installing internal swift bricks in new 

developments 

• For starters – we would love to hear 

from you if you are interested in 

getting involved with this project.  

• Maybe you may know of a local 

nesting site, either in the past or     

currently 

• Maybe you think your home might be 

suitable to install nest boxes.  

• Swifts are quite fussy about their nest 

site but they are not messy and keep 

their nests very clean 

Stroud Swift Group have a good Facebook 

page. Stroud Valleys Project shop at 

Threadneedle St have loads of nature and 

eco-friendly ideas and products, and a 

range of events for all ages. 
 

You can contact me direct or through   

Biodiversity Action or the Parish Council. 

 

Sue Richards  

suerichards@phonecoop.coop 

 

mailto:suerichards@phonecoop.coop
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• Is the tenancy for a self-
contained property or 
are there are shared    
facilities? 

• Is it a joint tenancy with other people 

• How much is the rent? Is it payable 
monthly or weekly? 

• How long is the tenancy for?  

• Are bills included in the rent? 

• Are any appliances or furniture  
  included? 

• Is there a break clause allowing any 
fixed term to be ended early, if    
needed? 

• Does the landlord need a guarantor? 

• Is there a tenancy deposit, how much 
is it, and how will it be protected? 

 

Check if you’ll need to pay a holding de-
posit while the landlord carries out pre-
tenancy checks. A deposit can’t be more 
than a week’s rent and should be returned 
to you at the start of the tenancy. You 
should also ask your landlord or letting 
agent what documents you'll need to pro-
vide when you agree to rent the property 
including evidence of your Right to Rent. 
 

Avoid ‘subletting’ - renting directly from 
an existing tenant, as they might not have 
the landlord’s permission to rent to you, 
which could cause problems later on. If a 
tenant shows you the property on behalf 
of the landlord they should give you the 
landlord's contact details.  
 

If a landlord refuses to rent to you        
because of who you are, this may be     
discrimination. A 'no kids policy' or       
refusing to rent to you because you get 
benefits could also be discrimination. You 
only need to tell a landlord or letting 

 
 
I’m thinking of renting on my own for 
the first time. It feels like there’s so 
much to think about! What should I be 
looking out for? 
 

Most properties available for rent are 
listed online or with lettings agents.  
Renting directly from a landlord might be 
a bit cheaper before you move in, as they 
may ask for fewer references and you 
might not need to do a credit check. But 
you’ll have to deal with them directly if 
any issues arise during the tenancy. Some 
landlords use a lettings agent to find their 
tenants and then manage the properties 
themselves. If an agent is managing the 
property then you’ll deal with them ra-
ther than with the landlord directly, e.g. if 
you need to get any repairs done. 
 

Never pay any money before you’ve seen 
the property as this is a common tactic 
used by rental fraudsters. If you can, take 
someone with you when viewing proper-
ties for a second opinion. If repairs are 
being done when you view a property, 
take photographs and send an email 
afterwards so you’ve got a record of the 
issues and that you were told they’d be 
sorted before you move in. 
 

Things often happen very quickly when 
trying to find somewhere to rent. Ask the 
landlord or letting agent the following key 
questions to make sure properties you’re 
considering are suitable: 
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If you run into problems, you can find infor-
mation on our website—

www.citizenadvice.org.uk  or call us on 0808 
800 5010 

 
Elizabeth Hall (CEO) 

Citizens Advice Stroud & Cotswold Districts Ltd 

email: elizabeth.hall@ca-scd.org.uk 
tel 01285 425876 

mobile 07895 756242 

(Monday to Friday) 
 

 

Whiteshill & Ruscombe 

Garden Birdwatch 2025  

The Results  
 

A big thank you to all households who 
took part in this years garden bird count 
on the weekend of 24th – 26th January. It 
was the first in the parish since 2018 and 
as in previous years it was timed to coin-
cide with the world’s largest garden wild-
life survey – the RSPB’s Garden Birdwatch. 
This year the count was organised by the 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Ac-
tion Group, and supported by the Parish 
Council in an effort to find out more about 
the birds that live in our area. 
 

It was especially good to see results in 
from the school and to hear that the chil-
dren had been so enthusiastic counting 
birds and filling in their results – thank you 
one and all. 
 

Altogether a total of 28 species were iden-
tified. This compares to between 24 and 
35 in the years between 2004 and 2018 
when the counts were held before, so on 
the low side but not remarkably different. 
Blackbirds were the species spotted in the  

most gardens (maybe partly because they 
are one of the most recognisable species) 
and the most numerous birds this year 
were: 
 
✓ House Sparrow 
✓ Blue Tit 
✓ Carrion Crow 
✓ Starling 
✓ Woodpigeon and Robin 

 
As in previous years this is quite a similar 
result to the RSPB’s national results which 
also had the house sparrow at the top this 
year, followed by the blue tit, wood pigeon, 
starling and blackbird.  
 

This consistency in the number of species 
over the years seems reassuring, but it 
masks some worrying declines in the over-
all number of birds spotted. 
 

For example in national statistics the house 
sparrow has been at the top of the list for 
22 years but the total numbers of birds has 
dropped dramatically  – down over 60% 
since 1979.   Chaffinches have also declined 
34% in the last decade and greenfinches by 
65% – all trends that the Biodiversity Action 
Group is aware of when considering action 
to take to protect biodiversity in our parish. 
 

Jenny Slater 
 

 

 

Community  
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New Parish  

Benches  

Coming 

Soon! 

 
New benches will be being installed on 
the Playing Field soon. 
 

A new bench in memory of long standing 
Councillor and resident, Peter Hood will 
be on the playing field looking over the 
views just below the village shop.  
 

Two further benches are being replaced 
on the playing field too, one by the play 
area fencing and one in the orchard. 
 

The parish council are looking at their 
bench stock to see if there are enough in 
the parish and the conditions they are in. 
 

FUTURE WARBLER  
DEADLINES 2025  

 
 
 

AUTUMN 2025  
Friday July 25th 

 
WINTER 2025 

Friday October 17th 
 

SPRING 2026  
Friday February 6th 

 

District Cllr    

Jonathan    

Edmunds  

Community Officer  
Update  
 

There are some changes to the       
Community Officer role (previously 
known as Neighbourhood Wardens) to 
reflect local needs and take in a  
broader range of work.  For a fuller 
report please go on to the SDC website 
but here are just a few things that the 
Community Officers for Stroud District 
will now focus on.  The  four areas are:    
 

Prevention:  Focus on area-based working, 
attending community events, youth en-
gagement, building community partner-
ships, community safety (ASB prevention 
and support),  
 

Reactive: Addressing ASB through         
evidence gathering on fly tipping, organis-
ing team and community clean-up days 
and engagement with property owners, 
Town and Parish Councils and community 
groups,  
 

One Council:  Acting as council champions, 
disseminating messages through communi-
ty involvement, and relaying concerns to 
relevant council officers. Collaborating 
closely with all council services on joint 
ventures such as community safety aware-
ness campaigns, planning notices and 
Careline.   
 

Competency Model:  Developing a compe-
tency model and training plan for existing 
and new officers, focusing on areas such as 
community building, ASB prevention, and 
safeguarding to ensure continuity and 
professionalism. 
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Parish Council Contacts 
Rebecca Charley (Chair)   
Mrs Helen Dunn (Clerk) 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 
OR  phone Tel: 07941 171805 
clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk .    
for WaRbler articles by email please send 
to:  Dilys Warren  editwarbler@aol.com   
and to Helen above 

www.whiteshillandruscombe-
pc.gov.uk 
 
Please let the Parish Clerk know of 
any changes to group contacts and 
activities.  Thanks 
 

Scout and Guide HQ 
Bookings contact Alison Frusher  on 
07811 505055  
WHITESHILL PLAYGROUOP   
Tuesday - Friday, 8.30am - 3pm  07591 240203 
Email: admin@whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk 
www.whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk 
 
 

Ruscombe SchoolRoom 
 

COFFEE MORNING Every Thursday 10 to 12 
except for First Thursday of the month is a 
LUNCH CLUB.  Suggested donation is £6pp 
for those who can afford it.  From 12.30 pm 
on 1st Thursday of the month.  All welcome 
(see article for other regular activities) 
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Whitehill & Ruscombe 

Village Hall 
For all bookings please ring  01453 
759023 
 

MONDAY—Book Club at 2.00pm on 1st  
Monday of the month.  Contact: Clare 
Lucas on clarelonline@yahoo.com or phone 
07976 981752 
 

TUESDAY—Pilates at 7.30—8.00  Contact: 
Jeremy Bingham fitbing@hotmail.com  
Phone:  07748539308. 
 

WEDNESDAY - Yoga 10.00—11.30 — all 
welcome or phone   07530 323951  
lisa32taylor@gmail.com   
www.lisasyogaforall.co.uk 
  

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Community 
choir, meets 7.30pm – 9pm. Contact:  
wrchoir-committee@googlegroups.com    
Jenny Bell 07970 421914 or Lizzie O’Dell 
07941 212892 
 

THURSDAY —  Wives Group First Thursday 
in month 19:00 to 21:00     
Parish  Council 2nd and 4th Thursday in 
month 19:30 to 22:00 
 

FRIDAY - Ballet 16:00 to 18:00 Contact:  
Nicky 01453 75621 
 

SATURDAY MORNING— Music Groups for 
Children.  Young Voices 10.00-10.40  

ADVERTISING IN THE WARBLER 
1 x advert price @ £25.00, 2 x repeat adverts @ £42.50, 3 x repeat adverts @ £60.00 

4 x repeat adverts @ £75.00 
 

To advertise your business in The WaRbler, please forward items  
to Helen Dunn, Parish Clerk (see address under Contacts) enclosing  

a  copy of the advert layout and order  
and an invoice will be raised with the Council’s bank details for BACS payments  

Technical Spec:  Ideally, submit a High Definition 300 dpi PDF or JPG image needs to be 
emailed to clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk  in the exact size   

mailto:clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
mailto:admin@whiteshillplaygroup.co.uk
mailto:clarelonline@yahoo.com
mailto:fitbing@hotmail.com
mailto:lisa32taylor@gmail.com
http://www.lisasforall.co.uk/
mailto:wrchoir-committee@googlegroups.com
mailto:clerk@wrpc.org.uk

