
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action  

Meeting Notes, 3rd March 2026 

 

 

Present: Peter Keevil, Helen Pitel, Jenny Slater, Elspeth Williams, Carolyn Pashby, Chris Tracey,  Richard Szymanski, 

Jonathan Edmunds and Nigel Pitel 

Apologies:  

 Britt Dyer, Geoff Hilton, Barbara Hollman and Sue Richards 

1. Resumption of recording 

Elspeth reviewed what was achieved in 2025 

• There are now 727 records on our activity on irecord. Most of these were added in 2025. 

• These records included 119 different flowering plants and 53 types of insect. 

• We now have baseline data against which we can record and compare years in the future 

• Records can be sorted by date and location. 

Monthly recording at our 6 key sites is due to begin in April but Elspeth stressed that anyone can 

record at any location at any time. 

APs  

▪ Nigel to check that the fields above the Throat are included in our irecord activity area 

▪ Should we identify key species which we should aim to record - swifts/hedgehogs? 

▪ Write a WaRbler article/Facebook posts for the March 2027 edition to publicise and 

encourage wider recording. Peter to add this into the 2026 Action Plan as a way of keeping 

this on track 

▪ Also aim to include the Toad Watch in our 2027 Action plan + Warbler article in winter 2026. 

Peer to add this into the 2026 Action Plan as a way of keeping this on track. 

 

2. Wild Spaces/Spaces for Nature 

 
Peter reviewed what was achieved in 2025, with 25 sites currently registered. We are keen to continue to 

recruit more private gardens and keep momentum on the importance of villagers creating space for 

nature. The following action points were agreed: 

 

• To have a table promoting the Wild Spaces/Space for Natures scheme at the May 17th Village 

Shop Plant sale 

• Peter offered to produce an A4 flyer to give to attendees at the May 17th sale and open gardens. 

Also to promote via facebook films 

• Nigel to liaise with Angie about identifying which open gardens are registered as Wild Spaces 

• Nigel to visit those who opened their gardens and ask them to register 



• Peter and Nigel to seek a meeting with Angie Mason soon, re how we can work with the Open 

Gardens event to promote biodiversity/Wild Spaces/Spaces for Nature. 

 
 

3. Promotion of Big Butterfly Count 17th July-19th August 2026 

 
Chris is happy to promote this event and to explore way to promote the appreciation and observation of 

butterflies throughout the year more generally. The Party in the Park would be the perfect time to do 

this. A butterfly identification game with prizes would be a good way of engaging children at this party. 

APs  

• Chris suggested organising a Bioblitz event in June/July 

• A dawn chorus event was also discussed. 

• Both of the above to go on the April agenda, as should an initial consideration of how we can use 

the Party in the Park to promote biodiversity. 

 

4. Possible hedgehogs project 

Nigel has heard from Georgia Spooner at SDC and she wrote, “Once upon a time, I used to work on 

a hedgehog project with Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. Gloucestershire's hedgehogs | Gloucestershire 

Wildlife Trust. You might also want to talk to ABOUT US | Wild Hedgehog Rescue as I know they 

sometimes look for release sites for hedgehogs that they have supported to get better. We hope to be 

able to run our climate and nature grants again come April so you would be welcome to apply for some 

hedgehog cash then.” Rebecca was copied into the original email to Georgia and she commented, 
“Probably worth speaking to Hedgehog rescue too, to see if they have any particular suggestions.” 

APs 

• Richard to contact GWT 

• Nigel to contact Hedgehog rescue 

• Jonathan to see if he can identify other Parish councils doing similar work 

• Return to this issue at our April meeting 

 

5. CNL grants-Field Council courses 

 

Carolyn informed us that the field studies council offers online courses such as garden bird identification. 
Parishioners might be interested in learning about nature if we could offer funding for 
similar courses.  This would raise the profile of biodiversity in our villages.  
https://www.field-studies-council.org/courses-and-experiences/static-courses/discovering-garden-birds-
identification-and-ecology-online/ 
Other possible projects that could attract funding are 
 

• A village lecture 

• Wild life webcam 

• Bat detector 

• Moth trap 
 

APs 

 

https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/wildlife/hedgehogs?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18136494147&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwKeAzpTykgMVKI9QBh2yWCTNEAAYASAAEgI9nfD_BwE
https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/wildlife/hedgehogs?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18136494147&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwKeAzpTykgMVKI9QBh2yWCTNEAAYASAAEgI9nfD_BwE
https://www.wildhogshedgehogrescue.org.uk/about-us
https://www.field-studies-council.org/courses-and-experiences/static-courses/discovering-garden-birds-identification-and-ecology-online/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/courses-and-experiences/static-courses/discovering-garden-birds-identification-and-ecology-online/


• Possibly to use the 2026 Party in the Park to find out possible demand from villagers for some of 

the services of the Field Studies Council, plus to use this event as a way of using their leaflets etc 

to promote awareness and interest.  

• To return to this possibility at our April meeting when we give initial consideration to the 2026 

Party in the Park. 

 

6. Links with other parish councils/local organisations which are promoting biodiversity 

We briefly discussed how we might want to increase the profile of our work in the village. One way that 

was discussed was to link up with other local parish councils and learn from them, plus sharing our 

experiences. 

AP 

Johnathon agreed to explore which other local parish councils and/or local organisations are currently 

activiley promoting biodiversity, with a view to us possibly making contact with them, and learning from 

them, and sharing experiences. 

 
7. Date and venue of the next meeting 

7th April at Church Gate 

NB Nigel’s round at the pub!! 

 

 


