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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 12th February 2026 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 

Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs C Brian (left early), K Vizor-Beard, T Boultwood, K 
Atkins, N Pitel, J Matthews, N Webster, Clerk – Helen Dunn, County Cllr J Patient, District 
Cllr J Edmunds 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllr C Mustoe 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
Cllr K Atkins informed Cllrs he would be putting in a planning application shortly and 
will declare an interest in this.  
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 8th January 2026 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
The Gloucestershire Local Nature Strategy is due to be published and will have an 
impact on planning applications 
Also worth looking at the Spatial Development Strategy and the process involved. 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
Report had been circulated including information on Council budget and Grassroots 
Neighbourhood Fund.  
Cllr J Patient also spoke about the Spatial Strategy where Unitary authorities will be 
able to decide where to put houses; fairer funding for schools; M5 Junction 10 
improvements costing £300m; registering appliances with the fire brigade; climate 
change presentations – a national briefing has been released; and investigating the 
process for pothole claims on car damage, identifying the criteria of making claims 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard raised a query about getting a disabled bay at Victory Road and if 
there is any help that can be given for this due to the parking capacity in the area.
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
Report had been circulated. Cllr J Edmunds also spoke on arts and cultural funding 
available; Local Government Reorganisation consultation; Graffiti issues along the 
canal and alleviating this; litter champion Cllr Gill Thomas with a petition on 
businesses doing more for their responsibilities on litter. 
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8. Report from Officer of the Council.  

• School youth council unable to attend evening meetings but will look at how to 
incorporate Council work in their sessions. 

• Optera company who used the car park for their recent local works have not yet 
responded to any promised donations for the use. Clerk to follow up. 

• Cllr J Matthews fixed the light in the Main Road phone box 

• Current defib situation with two out of action but not getting any response from 
Community Heartbeat Trust despite having a maintenance plan in place. Clerk to 
follow up 

• A number of years’ worth of minutes have been taken to Gloucestershire archives 

• Clerk following up on installation costs and criteria required for bench at church 
bus stop 

• Local parishioner enquiring about private football coaching on the playing field. 
Clerk to ask further questions to ascertain usage  

• Additional pages could have been had again for the WaRbler for this edition. Next 
agenda to consider this on an as and when basis for future editions and resolve 
budget for this 
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
None 

• To note the new Cotswold Landscape Management Plan and how this can be 
used in planning application where applicable.  
Noted 
 

10. Events report  

• To resolve the date and budget for the Party in the Playing Field  
Date for 20th June was resolved. Cllr N Webster to provide a budget for approval 
at next meeting. 
 
Cllr C Brian leaves the meeting 
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
No report  

• To receive updates on table tennis table works and basketball relocation. To 
resolve putting in a Purchase Order dated 1st April for works to be done in late 
April. To resolve any actions or expenditure where needed. 
Discussion was had on the location of the table tennis table by moving it to the 
other side of the corner of the playing field next to where it is currently situated. 
This would allow the football pitch to be moved up by 3 m and allow more space 
at the far end for the logs to be situated with minimal impact on the bike ramp run 
up access. A discussion on this was had, with agreement in principal, but 
suggestion of a site meeting, and also ensuring that the company are able to 
accommodate the move to the new location. To go on March agenda for any 
further clarification and resolutions 

• To receive updates on logs and transportation to the playing field 
As noted in the above discussion. Also waiting for dry weather to be able to do 
this so the contractor vehicle does not churn up the field when putting into 
location. 

• To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure 
Cllr K Atkins gave an update. No works have been done in the last month due to 
weather. The list will be updated to include the new noticeboard, and siting of the 
benches and mulch for the orchard trees. 
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• Bike ramps 
B1ke and parishioner still liaising. Designs are due soon. Parishioner had 
mentioned that another user who was originally involved wanted to be part of the 
group again and potentially do the works themselves. However it has been noted 
that the Council are working with a professional company to do the works and it 
would be good to have the additional parishioner on board. 

o To receive updates from the fundraising working group 
No report 
 

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
Bridleway MP17 will have a new kissing gate installed by Public Rights of Way 
and will then be responsibility of landowner 
Diamond Jubilee path to be on next agenda 
 

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
Swift boxes to be installed in March along with the callers 
Middle Spring survey to be on the next agenda 
 

14. To receive any report and quote on the condition of the war memorial with 
fading names. To resolve action and expenditure 
A quote came in late this afternoon. Clerk to check on costs and possibly look at 
other quotes 
 

15. To receive a report from school meeting regarding Road safety projects and 
resolve any actions and expenditure  
This meeting was cancelled, so no report, and will be re-arranged.  
 

16. To resolve Clerk attendance to Regional and National Conference 
Cllrs resolved Clerks attendance and costs for this 
 

17. To resolve costs for Cllrs to do an online Data Protection course 
Clerk had found a course via GAPTC, however SDC had recently ran a course for 
free. Clerk to ask if this is being run again.  
 

18. To resolve Two Village Festival to have the car park September 12/13th for their 
market event.  
Cllrs resolved for this to be booked. The car park will be closed again for the 
weekend 
 

19. To resolve the following policies are fit for purpose: General working party Risk 
Assessment; Trading policy; Business Plan 2024 – 2028 
Noting a couple of minor changes, the policies were resolved as fit for purpose 
 

20. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and resolved as a true record 

• The following payments were approved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1,244.45 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)  £ 36.00 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 
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Police and Crime 
Commissioner 

Community Camera letters £ 123.20 

Jamie McGuig The Little 
Printing Company 

WaRbler printing £ 395.00 

Chirk swifts and 
Housemartins 

Swift callers £ 208.00 

Edge IT Cllr e-mail address £ 66.19 

 
21. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 26th February Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 12th March Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.35pm 


