
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action  

Meeting Notes, 3rd February 2026 

 

 

Present: Britt Dyer, Geoff Hilton, Barbara Hollman, Carolyn Pashby, Chris Tracey,  Richard Szymanski, and 

Nigel Pitel 

Apologies:  

Allison Birch, Peter Keevil, Helen Pitel, Sue Richards, Jenny Slater and Elspeth Williams. 

1. Working with CNL Cotswolds National Landscape 

a) CNKL offers grants ranging from £500 - £5,000 for schemes in the Cotswolds which support 

nature, communities and climate action. The group discussed possible projects for which we 

could apply for grants. Sally had emailed Nigel to suggest spending £800 on a Hegdehog haven 
deal provided by a commercial company. www.greencouncilsolutions.org.  This was felt to be a 
good idea but it was agreed that more needed to be done before buying such a package. It was 
agreed that before we applied for the grant, we needed to develop a hedgehog strategy for the 
village which included 

• Making gardens accessible to hedgehogs 
• Avoiding gardens with badgers 
• A talk for interested villagers 

It would take time to develop a strategy so applying for the grant be a major focus for the Action Plan for 
2027 

b) CNL also have a project which they call, "Glorious Cotswolds Grasslands" which amongst other 
things, works had to collect wildflower meadow seeds and distribute the seeds to others who 
are seeking to develop wildflower meadows. 
 
Nigel has spoken with Anna Field, who leads on this seed collection and distribution project. 
She said that the best time to sow is after cutting and scarifying in the autumn. She offered to 
sell 2026 seeds at half price in September. She also has some spare 2025 seed left. This going 
to be delivered free of charge in the next few weeks. She suggested sowing the seed in early 
April 
Anna.field@cotswolds-nl.org.uk     07801 656158 
Barbara suggested buying some plug plants for the village Green 
AP Barbara to bring a quote to the April meeting 

 

2. Updates on progress with Whiteshill Primary School 

3. Nigel received the following from Sarah Clarke SClarke@whiteshill.dgat.org.uk   who is in charge of 
EYFS at the school. The email is self-explanatory. Nigel is planning to meet with Sarah to discuss 
preparations for the wildlife quiz 
 

http://www.greencouncilsolutions.org/
mailto:Anna.field@cotswolds-nl.org.uk
mailto:SClarke@whiteshill.dgat.org.uk


I have now signed us up for the Big Bird Watch again this year and  I plan to take my EYFS class to do 
this on Tuesday. For the whole school to take part it will need to be carefully planned into the 
timetable and curriculum for next year so this will be on my action plan as RSHE/ PSHE  lead to 
organise this with yourself and the Whiteshill and Ruscombe biodiversity action group for next 
academic year.  
In regards to the wildlife quiz, let me get the details from Miss Middleton for the dates and how we 
have organised this in the past with Mr Pritchard and I will come back to with a time to talk and we 
can begin putting together a plan of action.  
 

4. Update on RSPB bird count 

Jenny reported that she received only 3 paper copies of the survey. Helen Dunn emailed the group to 

suggest that she should send out a village-wide email next year. This could include a paper copy of the 

form sent as an attachment. 

 

5. Update on Swift project 

 

Nigel reported that the swift boxes and callers had been delivered to his home. 

Installation is due on the afternoon of March 9th. 

 

6. Date and venue of the next meeting 

3rd March at Church Gate 

 

 


