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Parish Council Work Party
General Risk Assessment

Activity: General maintenance and improvement work around the parish (e.g. litter
picking, weeding, clearing vegetation, small repairs, painting, etc.)

Location: Various sites around the parish
Date of Assessment: As and when needed, to be reported to the Parish Clerk so as on
file (Whatsapp group available)
Persons at risk: Parish councillors, volunteers, members of the public

Hazard Identification and Risk Control Measures

Hazard

Who might be harmed

Control measures in
place / required

Manual handling (lifting,
carrying, pulling)

Volunteers, councillors

Avoid lifting heavy objects
where possible.

Use correct lifting
techniques.

Team lifting for bulky or
heavy items.

Use wheelbarrows/trolleys
if available

Slips, trips, and falls

All participants

Wear appropriate footwear
with good grip.

Keep work area tidy.

Mark uneven ground or trip
hazards.

Avoid working in poor
lighting or wet/slippery
areas

Cuts, scrapes, and
punctures from tools,
litter, or vegetation

All participants

Provide gloves and ensure
tools are in good
condition.
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Do not handle sharp litter
directly.

Provide litter pickers for
waste collection.

Use of hand tools
(spades, shears, paint
brushes, etc.)

All participants

Inspect tools before use.
Provide training on correct
tool use.

Store tools safely when not
in use.

Working near roads or
traffic

All participants

Wear high-visibility
clothing.

Use signage to warn
motorists.

Keep safe distance from
traffic.

Supervise younger or less
experienced volunteers.

Exposure to weather
(sun, rain, cold)

All participants

Check weather forecastin
advance.

Provide sunscreen and
drinking water.

Ensure appropriate
clothing for conditions.
Postpone in severe
weather.

Contact with hazardous
plants or insects (nettles,
thorns, wasps, ticks)

All participants

Identify and avoid
hazardous plants.

Keep first aid kit available
for bites/stings.

Advise on tick checks after
work.

Working with cement or
similar materials

All participants

Skin or respiratory issues -
use dust face masks and
/or eye protection where
needed. Appropriate
clothing to prevent skin
irritation. Follow
instructions on packaging
for mixing and use. Clean
up spills to prevent
environmental damage.
Use in well ventilated
areas and cone off areas
when in use

Waste disposal hazards

All participants

Separate and bag waste
safely.
Avoid hazardous or




unidentified materials.
Arrange collection via

parish or local council
waste services.

Working at height (e.g.,
step ladders)

Designated volunteers
only

Use only approved ladders
in good condition.

Ensure ladders are on firm,
level ground.

Do not overreach or work
alone.

Public interaction /
safeguarding

Volunteers, public

Be courteous and
professional.

Avoid confrontation with
members of the public.
Children must be
supervised by an adult
responsible for them.

COVID-19 or other
infectious diseases

All participants

Encourage hand hygiene.
Stay home if unwell.
Maintain distance where
possible.

Fatigue / dehydration

All participants

Schedule rest breaks.
Provide drinking water.
Rotate tasks.

Emergency Procedures

o First Aid: A first aid kit will be available on site. At least one volunteer should be

first aid trained.

¢ Nearest Hospital / A&E: Stroud hospital minor injuries, Gloucestershire Royal

Hospital

¢ Accident Reporting: All incidents, near misses, or injuries must be reported to
the Parish Clerk and recorded.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

¢ High-visibility vests (especially near roads)
¢ Gloves (durable work gloves)

e Sturdy boots or shoes

e Long sleeves/trousers as appropriate
e Eye protection (for cutting or strimming work)
e Sun protection (hat, sunscreen)




Supervision and Training

e All participants to receive a briefing before work starts.

¢ Tasks allocated according to ability and experience.

¢ Children under 16 must be accompanied and supervised by a responsible adult.

e Any specialist tools or machinery (e.g., strimmers) to be operated only by trained
persons with full protective wear being worn.



