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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 8th January 2026 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 

Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs C Brian, K Vizor-Beard, C Mustoe, T Boultwood, K 
Atkins, Clerk – Helen Dunn 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllr N Pitel (did attend for 5 minutes at the beginning to give a Biodiversity report, left 
as unwell), Cllrs N Webster, J Matthews 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None  
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
None  
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 11th December 2025 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
None  
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
No report 
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
No report 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council  

• Previous discussion about inviting any Youth Council from the Primary School to 
a Parish Council meeting. Cllrs thought this a good idea and to invite them 
formally 

• New printer required as cheaper ink cartridges have ruined current printer.  
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
None 
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10. Events report 
Discussion was had on next year’s Santa’s Grotto and setting a budget now so as 
items can be purchased throughout the year for the event. Cllrs will look out for 
various bargains and Clerk will be able to purchase using the WRPC bank card. A 
budget of £500 was authorised and Clerk will put a budget together for justification of 
this. 
There is a Santa’s elves book where children, over the years, have written in their 
name and age. This will be used to judge the predicted numbers and ages of children 
for next year.  
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
Optera, the company who had space on the playing field car park for works on a 
house in Lower Street, have asked that they be able to have a small location 
again for approx a week in January to complete the works 
Clerk to then follow up on any donation they were offering for use of this space.  

• To receive updates on table tennis table works and basketball relocation quote. 
To resolve any actions or expenditure where needed 
Clerk and Cllrs N Webster and R Charley met with Sovereign CEO to discuss the 
various issues that had occurred throughout the project. The outcome from this 
was Sovereign will put the Table Tennis Table onto concrete plinths and put 
green mulch all around the outside to have a playable surface. This will be done 
FOC by Sovereign. The basket ball hoop re-location was also looked at with the 
design confirmed and a reduction in the quote to offset the several additional 
hours from the Clerk on the project issues.  
Cllrs resolved to accept the quotes, with the TTT being done as soon as possible 
and the basketball hoop to be moved after April in the new financial year.  

• To receive updates on logs and transportation to the playing field 
Cllr R Charley is moving this forward 

• To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure 
Cllr K Atkins to arrange a date for the installation of the bench on the playing 
field. Cllr T Boultwood is organising the clearing and installation of the bench on 
Zion Hill once this is delivered. Cllr K Atkins to organise a working party for the 
clearing of the bases of the orchard trees and the mulching of these areas.  

• To consider actions to repair fencing by the shop, resolve expenditure 
Cllr K Atkins to look if this can be secured. Clerk to include this in a fencing quote 
for this area 

• To resolve the tree works quote 
Quote received for £600 to do works on the 3 trees. The branches to be 
shredded to be used as mulch in the orchard. Cllrs accepted this quote.  

• Bike ramps –  
Clerk is liaising with B1ke and the users of the ramps to discuss and confirm 
designs before being circulated. This will take in the designs from the users but 
ensure they are safe and appropriate to be built 

o to receive updates from the fundraising working group 
Cllr C Mustoe to arrange a fundraising event at the pub with letters going 
out to local businesses asking for any prizes / donations 
 

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
The road next to the school between Lower Street and Main Road is to have the 
potholes re-done at the contractors expense due to the bad job of the repairs 
recently.  
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• To receive plans and quotes to update the Diamond Jubilee walk and resolve 
actions and expenditure 
To carry over to February 
 

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
The swift boxes are due to go up in March and waiting to see if additional funding 
could be had for the expenditure of the added bat boxes.  
6 bird boxes have also been put up in the playing field 

• To receive 2025 review 
This had been circulated and Cllrs stated that this was a good record of what has 
happened. This will be put on the website. 

• To receive and adopt the 2026 plan 
The new action plan was circulated and was welcomed by the Parish Council. 
This will also be available on the website. 
 

14. To receive a report on the condition of the war memorial with fading names. To 
resolve action and expenditure 
The front tablets on the war memorial need to be cleaned as the names are being 
covered and fading. Clerk to check with Historical England and War Memorials Trust 
on any process and contact local stonemason for a quote to have them cleaned. 
 

15. To receive information and quotes on tablets for each Cllr 
Clerk is waiting for a quote and other options from the IT company 
 

16. To review and resolve the data protection policies 
These had all been circulated and resolved by all as fit for purpose. It was suggested 
about looking at an online course for data protection that Cllrs could access. Cllr R 
Charley to also see if there was one available through Stroud DC 
 

17. To resolve a policy for memorial plaques on benches within the parish 
This was circulated and with a small amendment to make, the policy was resolved by 
all Cllrs. Two benches will be dedicated for memorial plaques. These will be situated 
on Zion Hill and the playing field  
 

18. To resolve costs for a new noticeboard at Laburnum Crescent 
The noticeboard had rotted with the door falling off. It was resolved to have a similar 
size board in aluminium and also new aluminium legs. Cllr K Atkins to add to the list 
of community jobs and Clerk to order 
 

19. To resolve costs for a new phone for the Clerk 
Cllrs resolved up to £200 for a new phone. Current phone is now slow and old. 
 

20. To respond to SDC Annual Review of the Parish and Town Council Charter 
Cllrs resolved to welcome the Charter and had no further comments. 
Cllr R Charley also noted the recent Cotswold Landscape Management Plan and 
how this could also be used in responses to any planning applications 
 

21. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and resolved as a true record 

• To resolve 2026 / 2027 precept 
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A 16.47% increase was resolved by all Cllrs which equates to a Band D 
average of £14.91 for the year (£1.24 per month or 29p per week). This 
includes monies towards the Bike ramps, fencing on the playing field, data 
protection and IT policies and devolution.  

• To resolve internal auditor for the end of year 
Cllrs resolved to continue with I Selkirk 

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1,244.45 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)  £ 45.00 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 

Whiteshill Guide Hut Donation from Santa Grotto £ 211.50 

GAPTC Clerk networking £ 17.50 

Peak boxes Swift / bat boxes £ 1,130.81 

R Charley Volunteer refreshments £ 94.75 

Sally Deacon  Bird boxes £ 72.00 

C Mustoe Santa Grotto expenses £ 6.63 

 
22. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 22nd January Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 12th February Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm 


