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Vision

Whiteshill Playing Field is an open, green, natural space set in the Cotswolds AONB and surrounded
by magnificent views. Owned by Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council, the playing field is a
valued community asset and used in a variety of ways by many people. Whiteshill and Ruscombe
Parish Council wish to continue promoting and maintaining the area as a natural environment which
sits within its surroundings and not detract from them. Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council wish
to sustain the natural aspects along with the other activities that take place on the field enabling it
to be a multi-purpose rural facility for future generations.

General Description

Whiteshill Playing Field is located off Main Road in Whiteshill, Stroud, in Gloucestershire. It is set
within the Cotswold AONB and has beautiful views across the Ruscombe Valley, Stroud Valley and
Cotswold escarpment.

Due to the topography of the land it should be noted that the entrances down to the playing field
are sloped and can become wet and muddy at times which can create a slippy environment.

The Playing field was purchased by Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council in 1977. Some covenants
were put in place at the time to ensure it always remained as a playing field; Whiteshill Playing Field
has the core purpose of being a benefit to the community. It is protected by various covenants in the
deeds and also by Fields in Trust being designated as a Queen Elizabeth Il Field in 2013. A small
number of residents have access via the playing field to their properties which is detailed within
their deeds.

The closest Accident and Emergency departments are Stroud Hospital and Gloucester Royal Hospital.
The nearest public phone is in the Village shop during opening hours.

To allow emergency vehicles access to the site the number code for the field gate can be obtained
from the shop.

If the shop is closed the code may be obtained from the Parish Council on 07941 171805, or one of
the Councillors named on the website

Playing Field areas and management of them.
The playing field has several different ‘zones’ which make up the whole area:

e Car Park

e Community Shop
Children’s play area
Sports pitch

Orchard and grass land
Bike track

e Wooded areas

e Field margins
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Car Park

Whiteshill Playing Field is privileged to have a car park. The car park is
for use by residents, visitors and shop users. The car park allows access
to the Scout and Guide hut at the far end and has a footpath starting
from the village shop going down the playing field towards Ruscombe

Farm.

T ol

Due to the use and size of the car park, the Parish Council does
not allow commercial vehicles, caravans or motor homes to
park. A bye-law is in place dictating the use of the playing field
and car park area.

The restriction on commercial vehicles, caravans and
motorhomes is to promote safer access for domestic vehicles and pedestrians. Should there
be a need or other use of the car park, then this is to be by agreement of the Parish Council.
The car park does have a gate which can be locked from time to time by the Parish Council if
they see fit for such occasions e.g. work occurring on the car park or playing field, or events
on the playing field

Abandoned cars, or those with no tax or insurance will be requested to be removed using
guidance from the Police, Stroud District Council and the Parish Council’s insurance
company.

The Parish Council have adopted a Trading policy for the car park to allow small local
businesses to trade on the car park — such as a bakery, fish and chips etc.

The car park area is maintained by contractors contracted by Whiteshill and Ruscombe
Parish Council.

The bank and hedges are strimmed regularly and kept to a height of approx 2m.

Ruscombe and Whiteshill Village Shop

Ruscombe and Whiteshill Village shop is situated at the
far corner, which has been in place since 1999.

The shop is a volunteer run community asset, with a café
inside. The shop participates in numerous activities and
events in the parish.

The land is leased to the shop from Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council on a 5 year
basis. The lease is currently due for renewal in May 2027
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Play area
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The children’s play area provides play equipment for up to the age of approx 11yrs and this is
completed with a decking area and a timber child friendly play fencing (keeping young toddlers safe
but allowing the older children an opportunity to climb and play). The play equipment includes
swings, slide, climbing tower, and a roundabout. Seating and picnic tables are provided.
e The equipment is subject to an annual play inspection, and weekly checks are carried out by
the maintenance person / company.
o The play equipment is to be sympathetic to its rural surroundings.
e Trees and vegetation are maintained to keep an open aspect with this being carried out by
the maintenance person.

Sports Pitch

The playing field has a full size football pitch
marked out during the football season and is
used by Randwick FC. The new moveable goal
posts (2022) are in position at either end of the
football field during the season, then in the
summer they can be moved to the sides so as
still in use but allowing maintenance work on
the goal mouth areas. There are no changing
facilities or pavilion for the pitch. The school also
use the field for their sports activities which
include their sports day, tag rugby, rounders etc.
A Public Rights of Way footpath goes from the playing field and down towards Ruscombe Farm.
There is also access from this footpath to 3 other residents’ properties to access their back gardens —
this was in the original covenants of when the land was sold. It runs along the bottom end of the
playing field.
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A boules pitch and a basketball hoop also provide additional activities, and it is a popular area to
walk with dogs. During the summer a rounders pitch has been marked out for community use and
events. Seating and picnic areas are provided.

o There is a charge made for the football teams, and this covers the costs of the line marking.
The Parish Council currently has an agreement with Randwick Football Club on the use of
the playing field.

e A small section of the playing field is owned by Gloucestershire County Council which they
have now leased to Whiteshill Primary School.

e Itis felt that gym equipment would not be right for this playing field due to the aesthetics of
their structure not fitting in with the surrounding area of the AONB.

Orchard and Grass Land

The orchard has a number of fruit trees (mostly apple) growing

and it is hoped that in the future when they begin to bear fruit

that ‘apple community days’ can be organised. There is currently
s a0 an idea to have regular working parties looking after the orchard

trees The orchard aIso has much wildlife, flora and fauna which throughout the seasons
displays a variety of species and colour. By protecting and enhancing the various wildlife and
habitats, within the orchard and other areas within the grounds, it can become an
environmental learning opportunity for the parish and assist in improving conservation of
the area.

e Natural grassland covers the orchard and is mown annually in September.
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Bike track

An area to the right of the orchard as you look at it, has
a bike / BMX track. This is an area which goes through
sporadic use. However since covid a group of young
people have self-built the ramps to how they wish to
use them and maintain these. This is with the
permission and co-operation of the Parish Council.
Currently this is in good use and the Parish Council have
a maintenance plan for its upkeep involving the users,
this has been in place since working with a company
who carried out a training session on maintenance for
the ramps. There is a specific risk assessment in place
for the bike ramps and signage has now been improved
with a new lectern in place. Clirs and users work
together to ensure the ramps are useable, safe and the area is kept tidy and managed by all. Issues
are reported to the Parish Council and where necessary to the police. The local PCSO often visits and
also works alongside the Parish Council and users

e This area is inspected weekly, with a chart completed and filed with the Clerk.
e Thereis a sign in place with OS grid references, phone numbers and location details.
e The sign also includes safety advice and is very visible to all.

Wooded areas

Around the playing field are a number of wooded areas where groups of trees have grown. These
are areas which support wildlife and habitats and also are a great place for children to play, make
dens and climb trees.
e The Parish Council regularly arrange for tree assessments to be carried out and will monitor
trees throughout the year, giving special attention after high winds or storms.
e Works will only be carried out on trees if they become a danger / hazard from falling or
damaging property.
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Field Margins

The playing field is surrounded by trees and
hedges. Within the hedges there is much wildlife
with natural habitats.

e These areas should be encouraged but also maintained with hedges being layered where
necessary and vegetation and shrub being kept manageable.

e This outlines the field boundary and should be kept in keeping with rest of the Ruscombe
Valley.

Memorial trees and benches

It is recognised that some people wish to have a memorial tree or bench to remember loved ones.
This is done at the discretion of the Parish Council on an individual basis. It will also be dependent on
space.

Users of the Playing Field

The playing field is available for residents and visitors to use for private recreation. Use by
organisations or a business requires prior consent from the council and a contribution towards the
costs of maintaining the playing field maybe required.

Users include:
e  Walkers and runners
e Dog walkers
e Children and young people
Whiteshill Primary School
Whiteshill Playgroup
e Football teams
e Scouts and Guides
e Charities and local groups for games and sport

Users must avoid activity that might damage the playing field or equipment. Users should have
consideration for other users and neighbours.

Maintenance of the Playing Field

Grass cutting and line marking of the football pitch are carried out throughout the year by a
contractor.

The grass cutting, litter picking and strimming within the play area and car park are carried out by a
contracted Maintenance person / company.

The play equipment is subjected to a weekly check by the maintenance person with reports sent to
the Parish Council.

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council insure the playing field.

This work is all paid for by the Parish Council through the precept and playing field match fees. For
larger projects grants and funding are looked and applied for.
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Larger projects are carried out by specialist contractors where quotes have been sought and
discussed at Parish Council meetings.

Engaging Supporters

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council sometimes hold Playing Field Working Parties which is run
by Parish Councillors. This is open and encouraged for all residents to be part of. Working parties
often take place to carry out valuable work to maintain the playing field to ensure it is accessible and
enjoyable for as many as possible.

Future projects
e Upgrade of play equipment to make it more accessible in the play area
e Safer matting and fencing at the entrance by the shop
e Table tennis table and relocation of the basketball hoop with new surfacing
e Biodiversity projects
e Orchard management
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