
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action  

Meeting Notes, 6th January 2026 

 

 

Present:  Helen Pitel, Jenny Slater, Chris Tracey, Britt Dyer, Elspeth Williams, Peter Keevil, Geoff Hilton, Sue 

Richards and Nigel Pitel 

Apologies:  

Sue Richards, Allison Birch, Carolyn Pashby, Richard Szymanski, Barbara Hollman and Roy Badham 

1. Draft Action Plan 2026 

Three amendments to the final draft Action plan were suggested and agreed.  

AP Nigel to circulate the final draft to members of the Parish Council so that it can be discussed at their 

next meeting on 8th January. 

Swifts project: progress and next steps 

Sue reported that the order for the boxes had been submitted and that delivery was expected next 
Week. She is about to order the callers and is planning to book the installer for March 
 

 RSPB Bird count 

This is due to take place on 23rd-25th January 2026. Jenny reported that she had drawn a blank with  
her inquiry to the RSPB regarding paper copies of the form that could be returned, as usual, to the 
village shop. This would allow Jenny’s local records to be continued. There was discussion about 
how a downloadable version of the paper form could be circulated. One possibility is to do this on 
the Parish website.  Peter is going to publicise the bird count on Facebook. Chris suggested that the 
BTO form (British Trust for Ornithology) might be transferable. 
 
Nigel reported that he had contacted Juli at the school in December about the birdwatch there but 
had received no reply. He is going to send her another email on Monday 12th January. 

  

3. WaRbler Article 

The draft article for the next edition was circulated for discussion. 

AP Peter to send it to Dilys for publication 

4. Butterfly Conservation Publicity 

Chris reported that Butterfly Conservation want to publicise our success with our Wild spaces scheme. They are 

offering either a blog or a case study. It was agreed that a case study would be preferable. 



 

AP Chris to contact Butterfly Conservation and send them an article describing our scheme and the factors 

contributing to its success 

6. Venue for January meeting 

We agreed to meet at Bonnie Banks, home of Chris Tracey on 3rd February 

 

 

 


