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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 12th December 2024 7.00pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs C Brian, C Mustoe, N Pitel, J Matthews, K Atkins, K 
Vizor-Beard, T Boultwood, Clerk – Helen Dunn, Parishioners x 1 

 
1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllr N Webster, District Cllr J Edmunds, County Cllr S Williams 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda, and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
No comments 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 14th and 28th November 
2024 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
A thank you was given to Liane James who has been a volunteer organising the 
Santa’s Grotto for the past 9 years but is now stepping down. 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
This had been circulated and included information on retirement of GCC Chief 
Executive in May 2025; Fire Chief apologising for historic institutional racism and 
organisational failings; Gloucestershire Recycling; Stroud Merry Walks revamp; 
Improving short breaks for families; County Council budget; Holiday activities; Solar 
Panels for Gloucestershire Coroners Court; Gloucestershire and Howard County 
partnership 
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
No report 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council 
The design for the new noticeboard for the playing field is underway 
New ANPR camera is now up and running 
New maintenance man has started 
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9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
None 

 
10. Events report 

• Santa’s grotto report 
The event was another success with 78 children attending and Santa having a 
good chat with all. All volunteers involved were thanked. The feedback on Santa, 
card activities, cakes and raffle was positive. As mentioned, Liane James is 
stepping down but there are a number of volunteers on hand who know how to 
run the event. No donkeys attended this year due the high winds and bad 
weather. Cllr R Charley also thanked Cllr K Vizor-Beard for organising.  
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
It was asked for an update to recent works on the bike ramps. Cllr K Vizor-Beard 
will contact the users to see what they have done in the last week. A discussion 
was also had on maintenance and having a small digger on site for a session to 
get back on top of the works. Cllr K Vizor-Beard to liaise with users for 
recommendations and someone with experience who can use a small digger.  
Location for Peter Hood’s memorial bench. This has been looked at to be 
somewhere near the slope from the shop looking over the playing field. Cllr R 
Charley to look for location and a site meeting can be had in January to put in 
place.  

• To receive reports for play equipment and path, resolve next steps 
The National Lottery Funding application was a success, and the Parish Council 
will be awarded £19,959.00. Cllrs resolved to continue the project with Sovereign. 
Clerk to contact company and arrange meeting to also look at basketball 
relocation costs, check quotes remain the same and place an order. 

• To authorise expenditure to repair bench by the phone box in Ruscombe 
Cllr R Charley to remove the bench and obtain quotes for replacing the slats 

• To resolve the hiring out of the marquee to the pub for New Year’s Eve 
After a short discussion it was resolved to allow the marquee to be let out to local 
Community groups for Community events for the benefit of the Community. Clerk 
to draw up a policy and form for hiring out, it would be free of charge to groups, 
and they would need to provide their own insurance or be able to cover any 
damage costs if this occurs.  

• To discuss issues of mice and rats around the shop and container and resolve 
any actions / expenditure 
Concern was raised of rats getting into the container as there are some around 
the shop area. It had been noted the football club sometimes leave the container 
door open which could have security issues, and their damp equipment could 
encourage rats in the container. It was noted the football club equipment is taking 
over the container, blocking walking access inside. It was resolved to purchase a 
bait box and Clerk to contact the football club and suggest a container inside with 
a lid for them to contain their equipment. A complete clean out of the container is 
needed and a date for the Spring needs to be set aside for this. 
 

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
No report 
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13. To receive updates for the renewal of the allotment lease and resolve actions 
and expenditure, including noting the rent review 
The lease will be £250 on the same terms as last time with a date change and 
possible rent increase. Cllr R Charley signed initial paperwork.  

• To resolve rent for allotments – any increase to begin from October 2025 
This was not discussed 
 

14. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and resolved at the meeting 

• To note the initial draft budget and precept request 
This was noted, no further changes to date. 

• To receive updates on bank charges and any changes to be made. Resolve 
actions 
Clerk advised the current account with Lloyds would continue to be the best 
option of other accounts looked at with various charges involved. Cllrs agreed 
to this. Clerk to continue to review once the charges begin in January. 

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £ 1,118.63 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)  £ 79.31 

CQS Playing field maintenance £ 1,255.50 

K Vizor-Beard Santa Grotto expenses £ 330.25 

C Mustoe Santa Grotto expenses £ 39.98 

Jon Whitaker Christmas trees £ 150.00 

L James Santa Grotto expenses £ 17.70 

GAPTC Clerk networking £ 17.50 

 
15. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 9th January 2025 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40pm 


