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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805
Email: cletk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 14" November 2024 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs C Brian, C Mustoe, N Pitel, James Matthews, K
Atkins, K Vizor-Beard, N Webster, Clerk — Helen Dunn, District Clir J Edmunds (8.15pm),
County ClIr A Miller, Parishioners x 2

1.

To note apologies for absence
Clir T Boultwood, County Clir S Williams,

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda, and where required to resolve
any dispensations.
Clir N Webster — pecuniary. Item 21 Maintenance contracts

Public 10 minutes

Member of Santa’s Grotto gave an update and stating she will stand down as a
volunteer next year. The snow machine should hopefully be still good to use
providing parishioner manages it.

To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 10" October 2024
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

Chairs announcement
No report

Report from County Councillor

Report was circulated on Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue Service risk to community
‘have your say’; Fostering in Gloucestershire; Dangerous behaviours on bridleways;
and continued reporting of potholes and damaged signage.

Report from District Councillor

Report was circulated on numerous committee meetings with links to the meetings
published; and links to the following topics - Council 5 year plan, litter champion,
update on Stratford and Dursley Leisure Centres

Report from Officer of the Council
e GRCC following up on past Housing Needs assessments. It was thought best
to follow this up in the update of the NDP process.
o Peter Hood memorial bench has arrived, need to decide location and
installation with ‘unveiling date’
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o Recent ClIr training was received well, and felt would be beneficial to have
follow up training in a couple of years’ time

o It had been noted the container has become messy again since being
recently sorted. Clerk to change the key code and start afresh with those who
have access, as it is unknown how many now have the code.

e Lloyds will begin charging for Council accounts as of January. Clerk to
research other banks (although all will have charges) for best options

¢ Boundary Review changes are to take place for May 2025. Whiteshill and
Ruscombe will be in a new ward of Haresfield and Upton St Leonards

e 2 further minor accidents have occurred on the bike ramps. Clir C Mustoe
treated one for a cut leg.

o Clerk to attend the GAPTC Christmas networking event

9. Planning and Environment
o Applications
e Permissions
o S.24/1150/HHOLD Greystones Upper Kitesnest Lane Whiteshill
Erection of a single storey front extension, dormer window, and erection
of a partial two-storey rear extension. Resubmission of S.16/0684/HHOLD

10. Events report
e Santa’s grotto updates and resolve any actions / expenditure
All on target.

11. Playing field

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
One off works have been completed on the playing field with it all up to a
maintainable starting point for a new contractor to begin from.
Clerk has contacted Simon Gardiner who flails the playing field to obtain a quote.
A quote of £450 to do the works has been received. It was resolved to accept this
and ClIr R Charley and Clerk to go round the field with Simon before works start.

e To receive reports for play equipment and path, resolve next steps
Due to hear from lottery funding first week in December.

e To receive updates on new notice board and signage for the entrance to the
Playing Field. Resolve actions and costs
Clerk had circulated a very rough design. After discussion on costs and designs,
Clir R Charley proposed this goes ahead, with Clir C Mustoe seconding and
majority in favour

e To discuss ongoing maintenance of the bike ramps and resolve actions /
expenditure.
To consider an ongoing maintenance programme so the work is kept on top of.
To date one of the users has been working on some of the drainage. Some of the
ramps would benefit from carpet covering them to keep them compacted during
the winter months.

e To note Carols Across the Valley event Monday 16" December.
This annual event is being planned again. Clerk has spoken with the organiser as
a point of contact, to ensure risk assessments are in place and the car park is
managed.
With over 100 people attending the event last year, the organisers have
suggested standing in the disabled car park spot to address everyone and putting
up temporary signs at the entrance to the car park for spaces to be allocated to
disabled vehicles for this event.
It was recommended closing the car park for safety with the high numbers now
gathering for the event, and therefore suggest closing the car park with someone
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on the gate from 4.30 until 6.30 whilst setting up occurs and the event is held.
Clirs N Pitel and N Webster have offered to be on the gate for this.

e To note recent parking issues blocking the entrance / exit of the car park. To
resolve any actions
The recent school scarecrow event caused parking issues on the car park, and
this has been raised with the PTA and will be managed better for next year.

District Clir J Edmunds arrives to the meeting (8.15pm)

12. Highways and Footpaths

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Clerk has been in touch with Highways and the manager has suggested a
meeting in January where he will also invite a member of the road safety team to
look at the road and its speeds etc.
Highways manager has chased up about the crack in Ruscombe Road, Clerk to
follow up on this

e To receive Footpath working group report
Footpath group continue to look at registering 3 initial footpaths and speaking
with local MP for help on covering fees for landowner details from Land Registry.
They have calculated that the 3 initial footpaths cross 118 plots, of which 38 are
within Whiteshill and Ruscombe parish; therefore a potential request of asking
the Parish Council to be able to cover this fee, appropriately £340.

o To receive updates from Speedwatch group
No report

e To resolve expenditure for post for the new ANPR camera as GCC unable to use
the other one and still have the directional signs on it. Cost £200.00
Update given and resolved the costs for a new post. New camera should be
installed by the end of the month.

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and
expenditure
Report from last meeting had been circulated. New ‘Space for Nature’ signs shown.
Biodiversity Group to do presentation to Parish Council on Thursday 28" November,
with proposals to go on January agenda.
Discussion on communication for not only Biodiversity group, but Parish Council as a
whole and how to reach younger generation.
Clir K Vizor-Beard leaves meeting 8.30pm

14. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: War memorial,
appraisal, Disciplinary and Grievance procedures
Discussion was had on the wording of the Disciplinary and Grievance policy (and a
little on the Appraisal policy) that it was aimed for bigger councils? Clerk to amend
some of the wording, and maybe look at other models.
Other polices were resolved as fit for purpose

15. To receive updates for the renewal of the allotment lease and resolve actions
and expenditure
e To resolve rent for allotments — any increase to begin from October 2025
No report

16. To comment on Stroud District Council Plan consultation
This was noted and encouraged for Clirs to submit any thoughts

17. To comment on Government consultation on Remote Meetings
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18.

19.

20.

Clerk to complete for the Council based on the responses given to the questions.
Clirs also encouraged to respond themselves if they wished.

War memorial and Ruscombe commonwealth grave — to receive updates and
resolve if any actions are required.

CliIr C Brian informed it could take up to 12 months to receive information, however it
seems the records are locked for 115 years before being open to the public. Clerk
had noted that the age of the soldier on the Commonwealth Grave was incorrect and
therefore ClIr C Brian to use this to see if records can be accessed and to see if the
name should be on the war memorial. This to go back on the agenda in 3 months.

To note December meeting 7pm start - invite volunteers and organise food list
Clerk to invite all volunteers and to circulate a food list for all Clirs to complete as to
what they may be able to bring.

Finance and formal notices

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of

Competence

e Report on current financial position

This had been circulated and resolved at the meeting
e The following payments were resolved in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension (noting recent | £ 1382.57
NALC pay scale increase, backdated to
April)
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,) £120.15
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Book club room hire £120.00
Village Hall
Friends of Whiteshill Coach hire £ 800.00
Primary School
St Paul’'s PCC Banner materials and churchyard tools | £ 190.00
Ruscombe and Whiteshill Freezer £400.00
Village Shop
The 2 Village Winter festival | Materials and equipment for the festival | £ 250.00
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Kitchen refurbishment £ 400.00
Village hall
| Roberts Space for Nature signs £ 300.00
GAPTC Training £ 300.00

21. To resolve to close the meeting to the public under section 100(A) (4) Local
Government Act 1972, on the grounds that the following discussions involve
the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule

12A of the Act.

Grounds Maintenance contract

Clir N Webster leaves the room
Clerk had received 5 quotes and anonymised them A — E. After discussion Clirs
resolved to go with contractor B, Peter Studd. Clerk to contact and put in place

contract.

Clir N Webster re-enters the meeting

Staff

Clerk had recently had appraisal. It was resolved for a 1 point incremental increase

22. Next meeting dates

e Thursday 28" November Planning, Biodiversity and Finance meeting 7.30pm

e Thursday 12" December Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm
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