LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805
Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on
Thursday 23" May 2024 at 7.30pm

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs N Pitel, N Webster, B Kelly, K Vizor-Beard, C
Mustoe, PCSO Amy Webb and student Officer, Clerk — Helen Dunn, 11 x
parishioners, Whiteshill Primary School choir

Introduction
Clir R Charley welcomed everyone to the meeting, and this started with the school
children singing songs from their Young Voices event

Apologies
Clir C Brian, County ClIr S Williams, District Clir J Edmunds

Reports from groups who had received grants

Whiteshill Primary School — thanked the Parish Council for the grant for their coach to
take them to Young Voices Choir event. The children performed a number of songs from
this, and it was special to hear this

Book Club - I'm Clare Lucas and on behalf of the Whiteshill Book Group, | would like to
thank the Parish Council for their very kind donation of £100 to fund our hire of the village
hall for our meetings this year. For a full meeting, our little group which started with five
new readers in the village shop back in December 2011, now boasts 12 members. So
when we started meeting again after the challenges of Covid, we quickly realised that we
would need a bigger space and the village hall felt like the obvious choice. It is easily
accessible for our members with mobility issues, is in the centre of the village and
represents good value for money. We meet 10 times a year with a summer outdoor social
meeting and a post Christmas outing to a local hostelry. We have enjoyed a range of books
this year from local author Rachel Joyce to the American Chinese writer Amy Tan and
creator of the Moomins Tove Jansson.

When | asked the members what they enjoyed about the group, their love of reading and
books was clear but what they most valued was the chance to get together with other
people in the village so | will finish with a couple of quotes from our WhatsApp group.

| really appreciate the Whiteshill & Ruscombe book group, it helped me meet & connect
with people from the villages and of course, share an interest. Thank you for supporting
us.

Whiteshill and Ruscombe book group is a great medium for learning, combating loneliness
and having fun. Thank you for your support to these local villages

The book club meetings are more than just that. They provide an opportunity for villagers
to socialise in a safe and friendly atmosphere. In the winter months this is very important
especially for those living alone.
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If anyone would like to join us, we usually meet on the first Monday of every month (school
and bank holidays permitting) at 2pm here in the village hall. Do come and talk to me
afterwards if you are interested.

And thanks very much again for the grant.

Two Village Winter Festival — the organisation thanked the Parish Council for the grant
which allowed them to advertise the event with printing and laminating. The event started
4 years ago encouraging people to meet, to have social involvement and over time the
response has been amazing and the event getting bigger. This year over £900 was
raised and split into 5 principle locations across the parish and £80 also sent to the Long
Table. It is hoped to extend the events with holding Bingo nights at the pub.

Ruscombe Chapel — With thanks to the Parish Council, we at the chapel school rooms
lunch club have been able to purchase valuable catering equipment with the £500 grant
awarded to us. It ranges from new knives and forks, dinner and tea plates, soup bowls
and glasses, as well as some cooking equipment. The lunch club runs once a month on
the first Thursday (12.30) and is open to everyone of all ages. We also run a coffee
morning every Thursday morning from 10am. It has proved to be a valuable community
event and attracts a wide variety of people not just from Whiteshill and Ruscombe, but
also from Farmhill, Randwick and Cashes Green. We have found it has become an
important social event for the older people in the Parish and has also enabled us to
monitor their welfare as well. We regularly cater for in excess of 20 people for a small
donation of £6 or whatever the individual can afford. We would also like to thank
everyone who has donated produce. This has enabled us to become famed for our apple
and rhubarb crumbles, with custard of course!

Village Hall — no report on grant

Approval of minutes of meeting held 25" May 2023
These were approved

PCSO Amy Webb

In the last year there has been an increase of 3 crimes. Overall there has been 127
incidents in the last year — these consist of 999 calls, highway issues, nuisance, road
offences, non-crime incidents and direct calls to PCSO Amy for the bike ramps.

Speed checks have been carried out with the Trucam with the latest one being done at
Victory Road which was all OK.

Good relations are had with the school with various visits made. There is a police
information point at the shop where PCSO Amy will be available on certain dates and
this will be in conjunction with the Community Warden from Stroud District Council too.

Chairman’s Report for 2023/24

Biodiversity and Nature Recovery in the Parish

The Council is in the process of developing a Biodiversity policy and plan for our parish.
This will involve getting to know what we have already, in respect to wildlife and nature
and what we can do to improve and restore the environment to make it better for the
wildlife around us. Everyone is welcome to get involved and encouraged to see what is
in their garden and where each individual can make a difference.

Plenty has been going on with our playing field.

The bike ramps continue to be very well used and they are constantly monitored for
condition and usage by councillors and users of the ramps. We have a very good
dialogue with the user group, and they are actively involved with helping to maintain the
ramps. The council paid for a day’s training for both councillors and users, covering the
maintenance and usage of the ramps. New signage is being produced for the ramps
giving clear information on good practice and safety aspects.

The annual RoSPA report has been received for the playing field and this is available if
anyone wishes to see it. There is nothing significant relating to safety within the report
but if anyone using the playing field and any of the equipment does see anything they
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feel needs attention please do let us know. Interestingly the RoSPA report does slightly
contradict the guidance on the bike ramp usage, so we are following the
recommendations from the experts on bike ramps.

We plan to upgrade some of the items in the play area, to include more accessible
pieces of play equipment. We will be looking for grant funding options for this, since the
costs are significant, and will aim to programme this out of school holiday time to
minimise disruption.

The area on the entrance to the playing field from the shop has been a continuing issue,
with wear and tear taking its toll, creating a slippery and uneven surface. We are aiming
to rectify this by upgrading the surfacing, using some robust matting, often seen in car
parks, but that allows grass to grow through. We are getting quotes to resurface the
whole area between the shop and the play area, to create a more even surface that
hopefully is also significantly less slippery. We are not sure on the costs or timings yet
for this, so will let the parish know when we have more information.

Finally, | hope everyone has the date for the Party in the Park — June 22", Lots of
planning and preparation has been going on for this event so a big thank you goes out to
Nickie and Karon and the rest of the team organising everything. As always if people are
around to help clear up afterwards that is always welcome.

Road resurfacing

| am sure everyone is aware that the main road leading from Whiteshill towards
Gloucester has been partially resurfaced, but this resurfacing did not continue throughout
the village as originally planned. This transpired for varied reasons: the communications
from Gloucester County Council Highways department has been reviewed and there are
areas that could be improved. Better communications will help the Parish Council inform
residents more effectively. Secondly, there were some complaints and comments sent
directly to Highways staff about access and timings of the proposed work. This resulted
in concern for some of the staff involved and the ultimate outcome being much of the
proposed work being cancelled.

There is no chance of this additional resurfacing taking place this year, and probably not
next, so the condition of our village roads, unfortunately will not be improved.

In the event of this work taking place, it will be important to channel any comments via
the Parish Council. The Council is able to act as a conduit for communications to ensure
concerns are raised in an appropriate fashion. We will also ask Highways to come and
present their plans prior to commencement to enable parishioners to rise concerns at an
appropriate time.

Grants awarded

Every year the Parish Council awards grants to local groups. The group has to be in the
parish and there is an application form to complete on our website. Last year one of
these awards went to Whiteshill Primary School to help facilitate their trip to Birmingham
Young Voices choir event. It sounded like a fantastic event.

Elections

We recently had local elections when two of our councillors decided to stand down, so
we went through the process with an uncontested election because our numbers were
not exceeding the numbers we need for the council. In fact, we now need two more, so
will be co-opting new councillors, hopefully at the June meeting. If you are interested in
joining the Council please do get in touch.

Over the last year we had a bit of a change of councillors with Peter Hood standing down
after an impressive stint of 40 years serving on the council since 1983. Peter throughout
has given a balanced and considered opinion on the council and we thank him for that
and all his efforts over the years. To fill the vacancy with Peter stepping down we were
able to co-opt Clare Mustoe. Welcome to Clare, who is already known and active
around the village, and is a great asset to the council.

Our thanks also go to Steve Tomkins and lain Roberts who chose not to stand at the
local elections. Steve has served an impressive 21 years, first joining the council in 2003
and lain has served on the council since 2017. Both have been constant in their efforts

Signed / Date pg. 3



around the parish doing work that largely goes unseen. Fixing and tidying and checking
on items such as the defibrillators. A very big thankyou goes to both.

District Councillor Jonathan Edmunds
No report

County Councillor Susan Williams
This past year has presented many challenges for me as a county councillor.
Private/confidential Case work with residents has certainly increased. Highways issues
remain a significant problem in all the Parishes | represent. | continue to be a member of
the Environmental scrutiny committee, Adult Social care and communities’ scrutiny
committee, Health Overview scrutiny committee, Planning and traffic regulation
committees. Over the past year. | have also been a member of task and finishing group
for Improving Bus Services.
| am also currently Vice Chair of Gloucestershire County council.

This past year has been challenging for all members of our communities. The cost of
living and providing for our families has affected all of us. The reduction of public
transport in rural areas by private companies has further added to the difficulties. Stroud
District Council is one of the local partners assisting families who are eligible for income-
related free school meals. Those families can also register for the Holidays and Food
activities. (HAF) which is funded by the Department for Education. Now in its fourth year
and continues to go from strength to strength, thanks to strong and successful
partnerships like SDC who help make it possible:

The Continuation of the council’s £100million commitment to improve our roads, which
over the past year has seen 212 roads resurfaced and 50,000 potholes filled. Plus, an
additional £500,000 pothole busting fund to add to the innovative range of tools to tackle
potholes has seen improvements, however issues with utilities remains an ongoing
problem in my division and are reported to Highways to contact the companies to repair
the holes.

Fix My Street
A new method of reporting was also introduced making it easier for individuals to report
problems and to see whether they were already reported and at what stage of the
process the report is has proved popular and | certainly find it easier.

Many roads are affected by the amount of surface water which deteriorates the surface
yet further and we have seen an increase in localised flooding and the risk to properties.
The Property Flood Resilience repair grant scheme assisted home and business owners
to improve the resilience of their property, reducing the level of damage should flooding
happen again. Tackling the areas where flooding is becoming more prevalent.
Continuing the Highways issues. The A417 Known as the missing link is now taking
place after many years, whilst this will improve the freight traffic issues in the long term,
the development is having an impact on the smaller lanes leading from the A417 being
used as rat runs to avoid the congestion This has posed as problem for parishes and the
quality of those roads has deteriorated yet further.

As County Councillor for the Painswick area, | have also had significant problems on the
A46 firstly the traffic lights just outside Painswick which were eventually removed and the
new surface, warning signs and speed restrictions in place More recently a huge void
and land slip saw the road shut again. This is now under traffic lights and will be closed
again in the summer to resolve the problem. Public transport was suspended and those

reliant of buses were left stranded. This was a particularly busy time for me as a
councillor trying to resolve these problems on behalf of individual residents and liaising
with Highways, communications, and senior management for a rapid resolution.

Once again, the local lanes suffered the impact of increased usage and have caused yet
further requests for remedial work to repair the verges and banks. | continue to request
Highways to repair the damaged areas and ensure measures are in place for the
planned closure in the summer.
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Funding available for communities

The Build Back Better Fund has enabled me to support many local initiatives. Examples
being Improving a community orchard, play equipment for a recreation ground, improving
4 village halls, supporting community meals and local clubs. The Youth Fund was
launched in April last year. This was additional funding made available to the Build back
better funding specifically for a youth project. To date | haven'’t received any application
forms for this.

Local Public Transport

Over the past year | have been a member of the cross-party Improving Gloucestershire’s
bus services task group. looking at how to support the communities’ infrastructure
following a nationwide shortage in drivers and declining patronage plus increased fuel
costs which saw rural routes becoming unviable especially during COVID and the slow
post COVID regrowth. The County Council announced the wide-ranging bus service
improvements being made after the county council was awarded more than £4.4 million
by the Department for Transport over two years. The Bus Service Improvement Plan
Plus (BSIP+) funding amounting to £2,209,623 was allocated to improve bus services in
the county during 2023/24 and an anticipated further £2,209,623 will be given for
2024/25. The increase in funding will improve frequency and operating hours of county’s
bus routes and extend the bookable bus service, The Robin, The responsive Robin
Service will be rolled out in the Stroud area later this year,

Budget set for the coming year

The budget was brought to full council and agreed. Bullet points of some of the essential
services and schemes the budget will help to deliver include:

Over £200 million to support vulnerable adults and older people with a diverse range of
needs and long-term conditions.

Over £180 million to continue improvements to services for children with SEND and for
children and families in need of help and protection. This funding will also support
fostering and adoption services and children with disabilities.

Continuation of the council’s £100million commitment to improve our roads,

An additional £7.5 million to purchase 10 new fire engines and equipment

and £750,000 for a new ariel ladder platform.

Over £2 million to tackle road safety.

£24 million for school improvements, including installing solar panels and the delivery of
a new special school in Gloucester and a new primary school in Bishops Cleeve

£2.2 million to increase the frequency and operating hours of county’s bus routes and
extend our bookable bus service, The Robin, to three more areas of the county.

| will continue to work hard in the coming year as your County Councillor.

Report from Jonathan Bayly on St Pauls Church

In September of 2023 the Law relating to Local Authorities’ ability to support churches
was clarified. Organisations like Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council are permitted
to provide grants for repairs and improvements when those are in the interest of the local
community. Previously it was not clear that that was the case. It was felt that these
changes offered an opportunity at the AGM to present to the Council and those
attending, a description of where the church is now, what has been achieved and what
needs to be achieved in the future for St Paul’s church.

The message has been and will continue to be put out that a sustainable future for the
building of St Paul’s only exists if there is greater community use. To achieve this there
will need to be a new heating system previously costed last year at £24-43,000,
depending on the option chosen, plus the cost of installing a 3-phase supply. It is
encouraging that already, funds have been identified to repair the north side roof and
guttering, with the south side to be completed hopefully this summer. The non-insured
losses due to the flood in the tower have also been covered. Many minor and less
obvious improvements to the church fabric have been completed. There is now an
internet presence for St Paul’'s. However, much more is needed, including a vision that
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encompasses additional uses, re-organisation of the available space to make this
possible and flexible seating, along with improved kitchen and toilet facilities. Advice has
been taken by the PCC from Church of England Buildings Council and Diocesan experts
on churches ‘at risk’. There continues to be enthusiastic support from a small number of
villagers who are not members of the church, but who are keen to see the building
restored and used more widely. It is the largest performance space in the two villages
and potentially an equally large activity space.

There has been increased activity to raise awareness and funds. But we now need to
approach grant giving bodies. To aid this, the church is now on the ‘Heritage at Risk’
register. We have an excellent document in Keith Davitte’s history of the church which
describes the importance of the building in its physical, social and historical context. That
is known as a ‘Statement of Significance’ by those operating in this area. When we have
a ‘Statement of Need’ — that is, what people want the building to be used for and some
degree of commitment to that use by local organisations, we have the two key pillars
upon which a successful grant application can possibly be built. This is the stage we
have reached. The Church Buildings Support Officer at Gloucester Diocese, Oliver
Mitchell, has encouraged us to move to the design stage of the building regeneration
project. This will include distillation of the ideas from the 2021/2 Community
Consultations and beyond. A team with a project manager needs to gather around this
undertaking. As yet, human resources are a stumbling block to this. In other words, there
is nobody obvious with the time, skills and commitment to take this on.

Biodiversity within the Parish

Clir N Pitel gave information on the start up of the Biodiversity Working Group, with a
number of parishioners involved with great knowledge and skills to bring this project
forward. There will be a parish policy from this with an action plan to work towards over
the coming years improving the biodiversity within the parish and joining up with others.
A Wild Spaces booklet will be ordered and delivered to each household to get as many
people involved as possible. The Open Gardens at the end of June was also publicised
and will link in with the biodiversity plans.

Open Forum

Questions about the shop toilet having a disabled radar key instead, and who is
responsible for doing this.

SDC have a minibus that is hardly used and can be booked out for community use.
Peter Hood was awarded a gift and thanked for his 40 years’ service on the Parish
Council

The meeting was closed at 8.45pm and Refreshments were served.
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