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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805
Email: cletk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 11" December 2025 7.00pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs C Brian, N Pitel, N Webster, J Matthews, K Vizor-
Beard, Clerk — Helen Dunn,

1.

To note apologies for absence
Clirs T Boultwood, K Atkins, C Mustoe, District Clir J Edmunds, County Clir J Patient

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve
any dispensations.
None

Public 10 minutes
None

To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 13" November 2025
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

Chairs announcement
No report

Report from County Councillor

A report had been circulated with information on GCC support for a single unitary;
GCC budget details; National Survey for carers; invitation to take part in future of
health and care services in Gloucestershire; grassroots neighbourhood fund;
continuing to look at W&R being able to have another camera in the parish;

Report from District Councillor
A report had been circulated with information on various committees and the full
council meeting where SDC supported the single unitary option.

Report from Officer of the Council

Clerk will work with the allotment association on having one single invoice for the rent
and allotment association fees for each person. The allotment association will collect
the monies, and Clerk will invoice for the rent as one payment from the allotment
association.

The notice board at Laburnum Crescent has broken with the door rotting away and
falling off. To be on the January agenda for a new noticeboard.

Planning and Environment
e Applications
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None
e Permissions
o S.25/2121/TPO Cornerstones Upper Kitesnest Lane Whiteshill
T1. Larch - remove to ground level.

10. Events report
e Feedback on Santa’s Grotto event

The event went very well with approx 80 children attending throughout the day.
The raffle, tombola, food and crafts were also a success. The event has raised
over £400 which will go back into the events fund with half of the proceeds being
donated to the guide hut for allowing the event to be held there.
With the event getting bigger and being very successful, discussion was had on
the best ways to manage this for the future and ensure the risk assessments
cover everything. Such as simplifying the gifts from Santa, so all are the same but
different according to age — i.e. a book. Discussion was had around expenditure
and how to manage this within audit criteria, with suggestions of the Clerk doing
all the purchasing on the Council card, to prevent delays in payments, simplify
the receipts and ensure the budget is managed within how it was set out.

11. Playing field

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Drains on the playing field to be cleared next week, Clirs to put out signs on fence
and cars the night before, and put barriers out for access

e To receive updates on the play equipment project. To resolve any actions or
expenditure where needed
Clerk and Clirs N Webster and R Charley met with the CEO today to go through
the numerous issues of the play equipment installation. He recognised that the
company hadn’t stopped all of this and put it on track as soon as possible. After
going through the issues and showing the condition of the table tennis table
height, the CEO suggested that the company would put the height correct by
laying a concrete plinth for the legs and having rubber mulch around the table.
The basketball relocation was also discussed since Council had withdrawn the
purchase order, and the CEO will double check the spec of this and take some
money off the cost in lieu of the Clerks additional hours put in to overseeing the
project issues. The CEO will get information to the Clerk for the following week
for discussion in January

e To resolve quotes for logs and transportation to the playing field
Clir R Charley has obtained a quote for £300 for the logs with £100 to deliver on
site with appropriate transport and grabber machine to lift into place. Proposed by
Clir N Pitel and seconded by ClIr K Vizor-Beard with all in agreement

e To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure
The bench for the playing field is still to be installed. Clerk will order the other two
benches for Zion Hill and by the church bus stop.

o Bike ramps —
B1ke and a user of the ramps are due to meet on line to discuss designs so as
these can be drawn up and costed. Clerk to attend if possible.

o toreceive updates from the fundraising working group
Clerk to send the fundraising letter out again to the Clirs. Once a quote
has been received Clerk can begin to look and apply for funding.

e Resolve grass cutting contract for 2026/2027
The current contractor has given a slight increase in costs. Clirs resolved to
remain with the contractor, and this was agreed by all to renew the contract.

12. Highways and Footpaths
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13.

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Clerk had reported issues on patching of the road between Main Road and Lower
Street next to the school. Highways manager will be looking into this.
Another area on Ferndale public footpath has been reported, and PRoW are
looking at this too to be completed by Christmas.

To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and
expenditure within the agreed plan

Swift boxes are to be purchased, however it was requested that for a small additional
amount per box, bat boxes could be installed behind the swift boxes, therefore
encouraging bats too. All Clirs resolved this with Clir N Webster proposing and Clir J
Matthews seconding. This would come in just over budget for the grant received, but
the additional funds can come from the Biodiversity budget.

At the January meeting there will be a review of 2025 and plans put forward for 2026

14. To adopt an IT policy and consider budget requirements this may entail
Clerk had circulated information on the IT policy and its requirements as part of the
annual audit and AGAR form (assertion 10). Clerk also gave options for Clirs to have
a tablet each for all council business, or to have to sign a ‘Bring Your Own Device’
policy to ensure all council data is kept safe and secure. Additional funds will be put
in the precept for this and for it to be resolved in January.
Councillors resolved to adopt the IT policy, Bring Your Own Device policy and a
Whatsapp policy. Clerk to obtain quotes for tablets to consider in January.
Another requirement for the Assertion 10 is for .gov e-mail accounts and to come
away from gmail as these are easily set up whereas .gov has certain criteria to be
able to have in place and raised the professionalism of the Council.

15. Finance and formal notices
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of
Competence

Report on current financial position

This had been circulated and approved at the meeting

To review and resolve expenses and financial procedure policy for events

Clerk had experienced issues with recent receipts and costs being claimed
back. Therefore a policy was circulated, and an expenses sheet will now have
to be completed where the Clerk hasn’t made the purchases direct.

To qgive feedback on initial draft budget 2026/27

Clerk had advised an additional budget for IT considerations. No other
comments were made. The full budget and precept to be resolved in January.

To resolve the following payments in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £1212.65
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,) £133.19
Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00
TW Hawkins Grass cutting £ 853.17
Police and Crime Community camera letters £123.20
Commissioner

Sovereign Play equipment installation £ 3554.99
J Whittaker Christmas trees £ 225.00

16. Next meeting dates
e Thursday 8" January 2026 Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45pm
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