Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action

Meeting Notes, 2"! December 2025

WHITESHILL & RUSCOMgE

BIODIVERSITY
ACTION

Present: Helen Pitel, Richard Szymanski, Jenny Slater, Barbara Hollman Chris Tracey, Britt Dyer, Elspeth
Williams, Peter Keevil and Nigel Pitel

Apologies:
Sue Richards, Allison Birch and Carolyn Pashby

1. Creating a Christmas tree, promoting our biodiversity project, to be included in the 2025 St Laurence’s
Xmas tree festival

Helen reported that the tree was now on display at St Lawrence’s. She asked that the ivy around the base
of the tree be watered to maintain it in good condition.

2.Swifts project: progress and next steps

In Sue’s absence, Nigel reported that the project was almost fully costed. Sue awaits a price on the bird
callers before purchase orders are made. Sue was thanked, in her absence, by Peter for all her work on this
project

3. RSPB Bird count

This is due to take place on 23™-25%™ January 2026 and would be an item on the agenda of our January
meeting. Jenny is going to explore the possibility of creating an online local recording resource through the
Survey Monkey website

4. Working with the primary school

Nigel received the following from Juli Middleton at the school
Hello Nigel

It was really lovely to meet you at the village shop the other week.
We are excited to be doing all the suggestions on your list:

Schools wildlife quiz. The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust runs an annual Schools Wildlife Quiz, a long-

standing event for primary-aged children in Gloucestershire, focusing on UK wildlife. We would be happy to
support with this in any way that we could. The wildlife quiz is something we do every year now and have
done for the past 8 | think it is, so we have already signed up for this. Presently, the teacher who usually
coaches the children is off so if you are able to support us in anyway with this, that would be fabulous. Last


https://www.google.com/search?cs=0&sca_esv=1e7dfcb5e01aab5a&sxsrf=AE3TifOShP3Mv9u1-CKDvUcYPdcU_2XQwA%3A1759957838220&q=Schools+Wildlife+Quiz&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjAxO_twZWQAxWiVUEAHXNMOegQxccNegQIAhAB&mstk=AUtExfBpAWlMNMwom1Bhfog3Qks_wkgF4VzPs8bMlnx6wGVCq1KzceMahiYH8tIMeAkFCIZUOo42sCPjHiEaATs-oBFadJYPdx4v7aBI0LmumlHXGI0vtIprV666zOvc4JBKuzm-OXpSVYe5I-yRNjptcWmgE1m0T9ONSoy-PtnM-14ftvo&csui=3

year we actually came second in the competition and missed it by one mark! Can you believe it? Let me
know your thoughts on this.

RSPB’s Big school birdwatch 6% January-13t" February-a volunteer could come and support a
group/class and | could then help with the recording online. Here is the link with instructions on how to
register. https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/get-ready-for-big-schools-birdwatch

Previously, our Year 3 and 4 class — Maple — have done this. It would be great to get someone in touch with
the teachers from that class and see what we could put together.

A Swift Activity May 2026-This would be led by Sue Richards who is very knowledgeable
This sounds really lovely and we would really like to get this together for May 2026.

Recording activity at the Forest School, perhaps in the Summer. Again, a volunteer could come and
support a group/class and | could then help with the online recording. We have a village database on the
irecord website with over 600 recordings made in 2025. The class could be shown this and then individual
class members could add their findings.

This sounds like a fantastic opportunity and we would love to get this organised for the Summer term 2026
if possible. Our Forest school teacher is off at the moment so we would need to look into that term rather
than anything sooner.

Moth trap activity-Chris Tracey is willing to bring her moth trap into school for a class to explore willow

Normally Mrs Clarke our reception teacher (willow class) organises this so we could get you in touch with
her for this.

Thank you so much for putting all these ideas together for us and we really look forward to putting some
events in the diary.

Kind regards Juli Middleton Deputy head Whiteshill Primary School

AP Nigel to reply to Juli and ask her for contact details with the teacher of Maple class so that the school
birdwatch can be arranged. Also to ask for the timing of the start of the quiz and to ask when she would
like coaching to start.

Elspeth and Chris both expressed an interest in helping with the coaching of the team.

5. Parish council Xmas drinks and nibbles 11t December

Nigel encouraged members of the group to come to this event-RSVP to Helen Dunn required
6. Recording 2026

Nigel reported that there are now 725 recordings under our activity on the irecord site. Elspeth explained
that she intended to analyse the data so that year-on-year comparisons could be made in the future. She is
keen to encourage more people to post their sightings on the irecord site especially from their own
gardens.

7. Next WaRbler article -copy deadline 6" February

Peter proposed that we should write a review of our work in 2025 with photos for the next edition. He
asked for volunteers to write about 100 words and to send this to him by January 5%


https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/get-ready-for-big-schools-birdwatch

AP The following volunteered

e Elspeth-100 words on recording

e Peter-The Wild Spaces project

e Barbara-100 words on the Village Green
e Chris-100 words on butterflies and moths

Sue to be asked by Peter to write 100 words on the Swift Project
8. Final Review of the 2025 Action Plan

This is now ready to be sent to the parish Council

9. Draft Action Plan 2026

AP Nigel to circulate the draft for scrutiny and suggestions. He asked for responses by the end of the
month

6. Venue for January meeting

We agreed to meet at Church Gate on 6™ January



