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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805
Email: cletk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 13" November 2025 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs C Brian, N Pitel, N Webster, C Mustoe, J Matthews,
K Vizor-Beard, K Atkins, Clerk — Helen Dunn, County Clir J Patient, 1 parishioner

1. To note apologies for absence
Clir T Boultwood

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve
any dispensations.
Clir N Webster, planning S.25/2054/FUL — pecuniary interest

3. Public 10 minutes
Parishioner in attendance to give an update on the footpath designation project. 4
footpaths have been put forward, and notices have been put up. This was not an
easy process, but they have now been accepted into the system, but noting the
incredible long wait time, this could take some years to go through. The group now
continue to look at how the footpaths could link up to the playing field which will need
further discussions with landowners.
Thanks was given to the footpath group for their work on this matter.

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 9" October 2025
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

5. Chairs announcement
Thanks to Clir N Pitel and his wife for co-ordinating the Remembrance event. It was
noted for next year to contact the school so as the children can join the event if able.

6. Report from County Councillor
A report was circulated. Discussion on the Local Government Organisation was had,
with a public consultation due next year.
Clir J Patient has been looking into the Parish Council being able to have another
camera in the parish, but GCC currently state they are updating their policies and
trying to simplify processes. Clerk continues to state that community cameras will be
an advantage in the GCC’s new initiatives of 20mph and Road safety.
Discussion was then had on the amount of near misses in the parish and the fact that
these are not taken into consideration when looking at road safety and allowing for
action to be taken. A number of incidents were mentioned, and this resolved in Clir C
Mustoe to put together a ‘near miss’ report sheet for such incidents to be recorded to
be presented to GCC as examples.
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7. Report from District Councillor
No report

8. Report from Officer of the Council
No report

9. Planning and Environment

Applications
o S.25/2054/FUL Land At Spring Cottage, Main Road, Whiteshill,
Retention of an agricultural/equestrian track and the erection of
stables/agricultural building
Clir N Webster left the room
Clirs resolved to give no further comments on this application
Clir N Webster re-entered the meeting
o S.25/2121/TPO Cornerstones, Upper Kitesnest Lane, Whiteshill,
Tree Preservation Order T1. Larch - remove to ground level.
Clirs resolved to give no further comments on this application
Permissions
o S.25/0918/FUL Land At 3 To 4 Ferndale Road Whiteshill
Erection of 2 detached dwellings.

10. Events report

To receive updates for Santa’s Grotto and resolve any actions / expenditure
Everything going to plan, posters being distributed

To resolve any additional expenditure for idea of Christmas food hamper bank to
be included at the Grotto event

It will be trialled of approx 20 small hampers to be put together of 3 items which
may also be sponsored by a local company. Clirs resolved to budget an
additional £100 for this to see how it goes. People can then choose to take a
hamper for someone they believe may need it for Christmas.

11. Playing field

To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure

Flailing on the playing field hedges should be done next week by the contractor.
To receive updates on the play equipment project. To resolve any actions or
expenditure where needed

Clerk with Clirs R Charley and N Webster met with Sovereign last week for a pre-
installation meeting. This discussed the proposed works so as to ensure it meets
the expectations of the Council and also discussed the communication issues
with the company. This ended with a meeting to be arranged with the CEO in the
near future. Works will take place over the next two weeks to complete the job.
To look at how the bank is managed in the play area so as brambles are
removed and it is kept on top of.

It was resolved to ask Maintenance Pete to manage the bank regularly so as to
get it back to grass. Clir R Charley will meet on site to treat the brambles to
prevent them growing back.

To review actions on putting logs in place at bottom left of ramps and at top of
ramps to stop encroachment on pitch

Clir R Charley will get quotes for 3 large logs and transport costs for these to get
them onto the playing field for the next meeting

To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure

The last bench for the playing field has now been constructed and needs to be
transported to the playing field to be installed. It was felt that as this particular
bench came in pieces that it would be suitable to purchase for Zion Hill as it could
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be taken up in pieces and constructed on site. Both benches will need to be dug
in and post-creted. Clerk to now order the Zion Hill bench and the roadside bench
by the church bus stop.
o To review the tree assessment report, and resolve actions / expenditure
It was felt that there were 3 trees that needed immediate work — one of them not
identified on the report. The logs from this can be chipped and used as mulch for
the trees in the orchard. Clerk to get quotes and Clir N Pitel is happy to meet on
site to discuss the tree not on the report. The trees that require minor works such
as ivy removal could be done by maintenance Pete.
o Bike ramps —
o toreceive updates from the fundraising working group
A fundraising group has now been formed. Clerk to set up a funding page
with Sport England, Clirs on the group will arrange events to raise monies.
Clerk will also look at other funding options to apply for.
o toreceive information from B1ke and resolve to use them for the project,
resolving the cost for the designs.
The initial cost for B1ke to come over to put together designs, including
drainage and quotes, would be £1600.00. Clerk had advised this could
come from the projects budget, and also advising to split into two
headings for the Bike ramps and the fencing / matting. This expenditure
was resolved by Council

12. Highways and Footpaths

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
The new road safety ‘child’ signs on Lower Street path to the shop look good and
have been well received.
The playgroup have asked if there is anywhere they could put up a sign to
promote their sessions as many people don’t know there is a playgroup, and they
are struggling with numbers currently. It was suggested a sign could go on the
planter on the entrance to the playing field.
It was also noted that the P parking signs are now up on the highway indicating
where the car park is.

o To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and
expenditure
This was spoken about in the public 10 minutes

e To receive updates from Speedwatch group
Group trying to arrange another date

o To receive updates on a camera for outside the school
This was discussed under the County ClIr report. Clerk to continue pressing

e To receive updates on working with the School on Road safety project. Resolve
actions and expenditure
A meeting with school to be arranged in February next year to look at this project

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and
expenditure within the agreed plan
The group are continuing with the swift project with 12 locations identified and will
therefore be ordering the boxes soon.
The draft Middle Spring survey has been done to liaise with the residents on the
future plan for this section of land in January.
The group are entering the Christmas Tree festival at St Laurence Church to promote
Biodiversity
The group are working on reviewing the 2025 plan and putting together the 2026 plan
which will be on the January agenda for an update.
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14. To receive 2026/27 continued maintenance contract quote and resolve

response

An increase had been given for the maintenance contract for next year. Clirs

resolved to accept this.

15. To receive a request for updating the Diamond Jubilee footpath map and check
signage is in good condition. Resolve actions and expenditure
In principle Clirs agreed to the updates for the map and replacement of any signs etc
but would need a cost for this. Clerk to speak with the resident undertaking this.

16. To note December meeting 7pm start - invite volunteers and organise food list
Clerk to send out invites and get numbers, a food list will also be circulated.

17. Finance and formal notices

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of

Competence

e Report on current financial position

This had been circulated and resolved as a true account
e To review and comment on initial draft budget 2026/27

Clerk talked through the proposals and potential increase, noting that the tax
base is still due. No comments, therefore Clirs to look through before January

meeting, sending comments to the Clerk, when the precept will be set.

e The following payments were approved in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £ 1212.65
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,) £ 133.19
Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00
B J Unwin Tree survey £ 420.00
Great Western Air Grants £ 150.00
Ambulance

St Pauls Church Grants £ 201.98
Transition Stroud Grants £ 285.00
Whiteshill Primary School Grants £ 700.00
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Grants £120.00
Book Club

Ruscombe Chapel Grants £ 700.00
Ruscombe and Whiteshill Grants £ 350.00
Village Shop

Two Village Festival Grants £ 250.00
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Grants £ 300.00
Village hall

K Atkins Maintenance expenses £102.00
Community Heartbeat Trust | Defibrillator maintenance £ 162.00
Local Authority Technology | Domain name provider £120.00

CIC

18. To resolve to close the meeting to the public under section 100(A) (4) Local
Government Act 1972, on the grounds that the following discussions involve
the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Part 1 of Schedule

12A of the Act.
Staff

Clirs resolved to increase the staff salary by one increment. Appraisal was all good.

19. Next meeting dates

e Thursday 27" November

Signed / Date
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7.30pm
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e Thursday 11" December Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm
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