Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action

Meeting Notes, 4th November 2025

BIODIVERSITY
ACTION

Present: Helen Pitel, Sue Richards, Richard Szymanski,, Jenny Slater, Chris Tracey, Britt Dyer, Elspeth
Williams and Nigel Pitel

Apologies:
Peter Keevil, Allison Birch and Carolyn Pashby

1. Creating a Christmas tree, promoting our biodiversity project, to be included in the 2025 St Laurence’s
Xmas tree festival

Helen reported that Alison had booked a slot at the festival. Elspeth brought two decorations for the tree
with her. Britt, Sue, and Elspeth volunteered to help Alison and Helen with this project. A Planning meeting
was agreed on 12™ November at Church Gate.

2.Swifts project: progress and next steps
Sue reported on progress since the last meeting.

e Sue, Alison and Richard met with Gill from the Stroud swift group on October 13,
e The final list of 12 approved sites was agreed

e Danny the installer met with Sue and Richard on October 29%. He quoted a total of £480 for the
installation of 12 boxes

e Nigel reported that he had submitted the interim report to Stroud District Council who praised the
progress that had been made commenting of the energy and enthusiasm of our volunteers. Nigel
thanked Sue for all she has done and that he was pleased that her work had been recognised by the
District Council who approved the release of the remainder of the grant.

AP Nigel to discuss the procedure for spending of the grant with Helen Dunn

3. RSPB Bird count

This is due to take place on 23™-25™ January 2026 and would be an item on the agenda of our December
meeting.

AP Jenny referred to the email that Peter received from James at the RSPB and wanted to contact him again
to press him further for help about how to maintain the tradition of a Whiteshill record without using
paper recording. She would report back at the December meeting

Nigel reported that he met the Deputy Head of Whiteshill Primary School, Julie Middleton, in the shop
while volunteering there on October 28™. Julie said she would welcome all suggestions for Biodiversity



activities involving the school and particularly liked the idea of recording at the Forest School. She said that
DBS checks were not an issue because they were only required if adults had unsupervised access to the
children, not relevant to the work of our group.

The following activities for 2026 were suggested as possibilities

e RSBS’s Big school birdwatch 6™ January-13t™ February
e Swift Activity May 2026

e Recording activity at the Forest School

e Moth trap activity

e Schools wildlife quiz

AP Nigel to contact Julie by email about these suggestions
4.The Middle Spring Wild Spaces Project

Sue has written a draft survey which has been redrafted a couple of times. The final version has been sent
to the Parish Council for their consideration at the November meeting.

5. Review of the 2025 Action Plan part two

Theme 5: Supporting Wildlife Strand Completion date Success criteria
Bird box making workshop Not achieved. The
led by Sally Deacon December 2025 workshop was advertised but

there were no takers

Erecting swift boxes at

suitable locations around the village December 2025 Ongoing. Due for completion by
March 315t 2026

Planting a wildlife hedge in the Orchard December 2025 Not achieved. The Parish Council
voted against this proposal

Theme 6: Promoting & Communicating the Policy and Actions

Completion date Success criteria
Appointment of a communication co-ordinator. December 2026 Partially achieved. A
All channels should be used. But communications communications group was
should be joined up and focused on particular established and met twice.
events and initiatives in the village.
Wildlife talk/social event for residents December 2026 Not achieved

in the Village Hall.
5. The 2026 Action Plan
Having completed the review of the 2025 Action Plan, ideas for the 2026 plan were discussed.

AP Nigel to incorporate these ideas into a draft Action Plan for consideration at the December meeting.

6. Venue for December meeting

We agreed to meet at Church Gate on 2"¥ December



