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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 9th October 2025 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Vice Chairman C Brian, N Pitel, N Webster, C Mustoe, J Matthews, K Vizor-
Beard, T Boultwood, Clerk – Helen Dunn, County Cllr J Patient, District Cllr J Edmunds 

 
1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllrs R Charley, K Atkins 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
With regards to the donations Cllr C Brian (Ruscombe chapel, Two Village Festival), 
Cllr C Mustoe (Two Village Festival), Cllr N Webster (School, Two Village festival and 
Village shop) 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
None 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 11th and 25th September 
2025 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
No report 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
A report had been circulated with a number of surveys that could be useful being put 
into the newsletter so as residents can complete.  
Children’s services have been judged ‘Good’ following an Ofsted inspection 
Local Government re-organisation updates 
Full council meeting passed a number of motions, plus each County Cllr has £20,000 
to spend in their area from a Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund 
 
A discussion on devolution and unitary councils was had, with costs that will be 
involved and what may be devolved for Town and Parish Councils to take on. 
 

7. Report from District Councillor 
A report had been circulated which included reports from a number of committee 
meetings and also links to useful services.  
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8. Report from Officer of the Council  
The Remembrance wreath was given to Cllr N Pitel, for the War memorial on the 11th 
November for 11am 
Cllrs K Vizor-Beard and J Matthews to look at putting up the signs at the top of Lower 
Street to help children and traffic slow down by the footpath 
‘Community Infrastructure Levy’ funds coming in from a house build in the parish. 
This can be budgeted for future projects – bike ramps, basketball hoop relocation? 
The planning application 3-4 Ferndale Road is going to Development Control 
Committee on 21st October.  
A parishioner has requested if he can update the Diamond Jubilee walk leaflets – so 
this will be on the next agenda too 
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
None 

• Permissions 
 

10. Events report 

• To receive updates for Santa’s Grotto and resolve any actions / expenditure 
All on track, volunteers are needed for the setup which will be slightly different 
this year due to change of venue. A stock-take has been done on current stock 
and items are being purchased. Clerk to update the risk assessment. 

• Christmas tree on the playing field for Carols Across the Valley 
It was resolved to purchase the usual 3 Christmas trees and to look for potted 
trees which can be re-used if kept alive all year round.  
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
No report 

• To receive updates on the play equipment project. To resolve any actions or 
expenditure where needed 
Sovereign are now requesting payment. They state that final works on the first 
job is now complete after finishing off on Monday this week. Clerk now waiting for 
a date from them to do second purchase order of works to meet Council’s 
expectations. Cllrs continue to feel the installation hasn’t been to their satisfaction 
and what actions to take. It was resolved by the majority of Cllrs to pay the 
invoice for the works ‘under protest’, to request a date as soon as possible for the 
second purchase order to put down surfacing around the roundabout joining the 
paths up, and to make up the pathway, and add fencing, coming from the 
concrete path. After this is complete to see about putting in a claim to the 
insurance to see if there is any payments that can be retrieved due to poor 
workmanship during the project and inconvenience caused to the council during 
the installation. Clerk to obtain installation guides for the equipment and weights 
of usage etc 

• To review actions on putting logs in place at bottom left of ramps and at top of 
ramps to stop encroachment on pitch 
No report 

• To receive updates on working party jobs and resolve action / expenditure 
The panels have been replaced in the fencing. Cllr K Atkins to look at replacing 
the broken bench on the playing field with the new bench in the next couple of 
weeks. 
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• To receive information on Bike ramps working party dates and designs, and 
resolve actions / expenditure 
Clerk had contacted the insurance and the information from this was circulated. 
Much discussion was had surrounding this with regards to the design and liability. 
It was noted that the company B1ke had quoted to review the designs before 
being built and also after being built for a cost of just over £650. This was 
discussed and Cllr K Vizor-Beard suggested this was done. Cllr N Pitel proposed 
that the bike ramps should be built professionally, this was seconded by Cllr K 
Vizor-Beard, and a recorded vote was requested. Cllrs N Webster and C Mustoe 
also agreed with the proposal which carried the motion. Cllr J Matthews objected 
and Cllrs T Boultwood and C Brian abstained. It was noted that for a professional 
build of the ramps, the cost would be high and fundraising would be needed. A 
working party will be set up for this. It was also noted that this must now go 
ahead with no further back and forwarding but to progress this as soon as 
possible 

• To review the tree assessment report (if received), and resolve actions / 
expenditure 
Not yet received. 
  

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
Clerk had received an e-mail from a parishioner with concerns of the cutting 
down of trees on the highways at Ruscombe in Bread Street by potentially other 
parishioners. Highways have confirmed that they have not carried out any tree 
works and for anyone to please pass on any details if they know who did this.  

• To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and 
expenditure 
No report 

• To receive updates from Speedwatch group 
No report 

• To receive updates on working with the School on Road safety project. Resolve 
actions and expenditure 
Clerk is liaising with the PCSO and school on this project 

• Bridleway MP17 – e-mail from Pitchcombe PC, resolve any assistance? 
This has been resolved as much as possible with various communications with 
PRoW 
 

13. To receive a report on an additional camera on Main Road outside the school, 
resolve actions / expenditure from this 
Clerk has been in contact with GCC Cabinet member Roger Whyborn who has 
stopped the support for future cameras being put up. Clerk has raised this with the 
police at a recent meeting, and they continue to support the cameras; Clerk also to 
meet with the County Cllr to raise this issue as it seems a shame to drop a project 
that could feed into the current GCC objectives of 20mph and road safety initiatives 
being looked at.  
 

14. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
Recent meeting just had; the group continue to work on the 2026 action plan. The 
group are also taking part in the St Laurence Christmas tree festival to promote the 
group and its work. 
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15. To receive grant applications and resolve expenditure 
9 applications had been received, and it was resolved to distribute the funding as 
follows: 

Organisation 
 

Request Amount WRPC decision 

Great Western Air 
Ambulance 

GWAAC Lifesaving 
mission cost 
 

£ 300.00 £150.00 

St Pauls Church Café church projector 
and screen  
 

£ 201.98 £201.98 

Transition Stroud Litter pickers and 
books for reading 
sessions 

£ 285.00 £285.00 

Whiteshill Primary 
School 

Young Voices 
experience 

£ 850.00 coach travel 
£ 120.00 entrance fee 
(or any contribution 
towards) 

£700.00 

Whiteshill and 
Ruscombe book 
club 

Hire of venue £120.00 
 

£120.00 

Ruscombe Church 
 

Oven / hob and 
replacement flooring 

£1,000.00 £700.00 

Ruscombe and 
Whiteshill Village 
shop 

Hob £350.00 £350.00 

Two Village 
Festival 
 

Running costs £250.00 £250.00 

Whiteshill and 
Ruscombe Village 
Hall 

Fridge and roof tiles £ 525.95 £300.00 

 
16. To resolve any comments on the Gloucestershire Local Nature Recovery 

Strategy 
It was resolved for the Biodiversity Group to have a look and respond 
 

17. To resolve 2026 meeting dates 
The dates were resolved. Clerk to book them in 
 

18. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and was resolved 

• To resolve payment for change of Domain name host 
It was resolved to go with Parish Online for the change of name company 

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1212.65 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)  £ 83.39 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 

Sovereign Play equipment installation £ 30,193.92 

Gloucestershire Police and 
Crime Commissioner 

ANPR letters £ 135.80 



 

Signed / Date  pg. 942 
 

SLCC  Clerk data protection course £ 18.00 

Play Safety Ltd RoSPA post installation inspection £ 504.00 

AutoSpeedWatch Annual fee £ 237.60 

C Birt War memorial planting £ 33.23 

TW Hawkins Grass cutting and line marking £ 408.00 

Sovereign Deposit for remedial works £ 1185.00 

Nuneaton Signs Road safety signs £ 58.09 

Sally Deacon  Planters £ 29.50 

 
19. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 23rd October  Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 13th November  Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm 


