
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action  

Meeting Notes, 2 September 2025 

 

 

Present:  Helen Pitel, Sue Richards, Richard Szymanski, Carolyn Pashby , Chris Tracey, Britt Dyer,  Peter 

Keevil, and Nigel Pitel 

Apologies:  

Allison Birch, Jenny Slater, Sally Deacon,  and Elspeth Williams 

 

1. Recording sessions  

Several highlights of recent recording sessions were celebrated.   

Chris reported recording a Chalk hill blue butterfly and a Great Green Bush Cricket 

Sue reported recording Buzzards, a Roedeer and its fawn and a Green Woodpecker 

There are now 716 entries on our irecord page-so there have over 550 entries recorded this year 

2. Designation of Middle Spring as a Wild Space 

Nigel reported that the Parish Council, who confirmed that the land belongs to Stroud DC, supported  
this scheme at their August meeting. However, they were concerned about a possible negative 
reaction from local residents and stressed the need to gain their support before going forward with the 
idea. They asked that Biodiversity Action put together a draft survey which is to be approved by the 
council before use and then have face to face consultations with local residents. Some form of 
agreement needs to be in place, so everyone knows and accepts what is being done. 

The proposed development of Middle Spring will therefore probably have to wait, perhaps till autumn 
2026 

AP Sue agreed to circulate a draft survey for approval to members of the group. Once this has been 
agreed, it can be taken back to the Parish Council 

 

3. Swift Project 

Nigel has to make an interim progress report to SDC in October to update on progress with the spending of 

the grant that the Parish has been awarded. 



His proposal is that in October, he will give SDC a list of the 12 locations for the boxes and that Gill from 

Stroud swift group will have confirmed that these are suitable locations 

AP Sue and the swift group to co-ordinate the drawing up of the list of 12 locations 

AP Sue to arrange for Gill to visit and to confirm the suitability of the sites 

AP Richard to explore possible extra locations in Field Road 

4. SDC Draft Climate and Nature Strategy 

At their August meeting, the Parish Council asked if our group would read this document and offer 

feedback 

AP Richard kindly agreed to do this 

5. Next editions of the WaRbler 

Peter asked for ideas about future content in the WaRbler.  

One suggestion was to write an article about our recording activities 

Another suggestion was to write an article about the work of our group and to encourage new members to 

join 

 

 

6. Venue for 2nd Sept meeting 

We agreed to Helen and Nigel’s kind invite for us to meet at their house on 2 Sept. 


