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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 14th August 2025 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs C Brian, N Pitel, K Atkins, N Webster, T Boultwood, 
C Mustoe, Clerk – Helen Dunn, 2 parishioners 

 
1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllrs K Vizor-Beard, J Matthews, County Cllr J Patient 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
No discussion  
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 10th July 2025 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
It was noted that a previous Cllr, Bob Kelly has recently passed away with his funeral 
being the following week. Cllrs will aim to do a collection for a charity close to Bob 
Kelly. 
 

6. Report from County Councillor  
No report 
 

7. Report from District Councillor 
No report 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council 
No report, work has mostly involved the play area project 
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  

• Permissions 

• Withdrawn: 
o S.25/0573/HHOLD 3 Lower Kitesnest Lane Whiteshill  

Erection of a single storey side extension 
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10. Events report 
No report 
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
The fire break was put in place.  
Clerk to ask Maintenance to strim under the decking 

• To receive updates on the play equipment project. To resolve any actions or 
expenditure where needed 
Cllrs have reviewed the current works and despite contractors coming out to do 
repairs on the installation, it is still not felt satisfactory. The re-located table tennis 
table is quite low in the ground, making it short to play on for adult usage. The 
roundabout matting is still a cause for concern as it is not flat underneath and 
would be difficult to take a wheelchair across it. The matting does not join up to 
the pathway leaving a rut which could catch wheelchair wheels or be a trip 
hazard. This may improve when grass grows through, but the matting has had to 
be tied down twice since the original installation. The pathway is also a concern 
as not the same width all the way round of 1.4m which was the original width, 
instead ranging from 1.1 to 1.5, and quite high sloped areas to the ground in 
places, again causes concern of wheelchair access.  
Discussion was had on what element to pay for the current works, Clerk to obtain 
legal advice. Cllrs were happy with the swings and the matting around these now 
that this had been installed correctly.  
Query on costs of ground protection when none were used and paying for this at 
a cost of £3,777. 
Cllrs also asked for the Clerk to put in a complaint and ask the Managing Director 
of Sovereign for a site meeting to go through the issues 
The fencing currently remains in place hopefully until concerns are addressed.  

• To review actions on putting logs in place at bottom left of ramps and at top of 
ramps to stop encroachment on pitch 
Cllr R Charley continues with this 

• To receive updates on working party jobs and consider quotes for works on 
playing area and field that may not have been done – timbers, gates, benches, 
noticeboard and resolve expenditure 
Cllr K Atkins gave an update on the works achieved to date – gate post installed 
and gates levelled, Peter Hood bench levelled, noticeboard installed. Timber 
posts in the fencing are due to be done once posts have been purchased, and 
the new bench by the play area fencing to be installed.  
Once these are done, Clerk will order the next two benches – one for Zion Hill 
and one for the Church bus stop.  

• Bike ramps working party dates and designs 
To be reviewed in September 
 

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
20mph roundels have now been put down in Ruscombe 
Ruscombe Spring path is apparently owned by a resident and not Highways 
responsibility as previously thought. 

• To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and 
expenditure 
The group have submitted an application, Clerk has asked for copies of this. 
They have also sent out letters to all land owners and this has been paid for. 
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An e-mail from the Modification Team has been received asking about 
surrounding land off the playing field. Clerk has responded to say the Parish 
Council do not own any of the other land other than the playing field. 
The footpath group are in contact with the modification team too. 

• To receive updates from Speedwatch group 
None 

• To receive report on school crossing patrol with volunteers and Cllrs. Resolve 
actions on this. 
Clerk met the Active Travel co-ordinator for an online meeting to discuss options 
for school crossing. The report had been circulated, and it was resolved for Clerk 
and Cllr N Webster to meet with the headteacher of the school to look at possible 
options to move forward on this.  
 

13. To receive a report on an additional camera on Main Road outside the school, 
resolve actions / expenditure from this 
Despite numerous e-mails, no response has been received. Clerk to follow this up 
with the County Cllr. 
 

14. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 

• To note the success of the recent grant for swift boxes and resolve the allocation 
of this fund 
A member of the Biodiversity Action spoke about the swift project which the 
group have been awarded £1,600 to put up 12 swift boxes and callers in the 
community. 12 potential locations have been sourced. A brief discussion was had 
on having more boxes and parishioners donating towards them if they were 
having them on their houses. It was decided to see how the project for 12 goes 
and look to extend in the future. 

• To receive a proposal to make Middle Spring a wild space and resolve actions / 
expenditure 
A discussion on designating Spring Bank as a Space for Nature. Clerk had 
received a phone call from a parishioner regarding this with concerns of it not 
being managed and no consultation with local residents. The Biodiversity Action 
will put together a survey to have face to face consultation with those in the area. 
This agenda item was to gain support from the Council before going forward with 
the idea. A management plan had been circulated to Cllrs; the land belongs to 
Stroud DC therefore some form of agreement would need to be in place, so 
everyone knows what is being done.  
 

15. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Dignity at work, 
Equality and Discretionary Donations 
Cllrs resolved the policies were fit for purpose 
 

16. To discuss the SDC draft Climate and Nature Strategy consultation and resolve 
actions 
Cllr N Pitel will look at this with the Biodiversity Action and report back at the next 
meeting 
 

17. To respond to consultation on SDC Licensing policy under the Licensing Act 
2003 
This was noted with no further comments 
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18. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This was circulated and approved at the meeting 

• To note the external audit report and any actions from this 
This was noted with no further comments 

• To note Clerk salary increase in accordance with the NALC terms and 
payscale 
This was noted with no further comments 

• The following payments were approved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension inc increase 
and back pay to April 

£ 1372.30 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)  £ 107.91 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 

The Little Printing Company WaRbler £ 395.00 

Sovereign Play equipment installation on hold 
until issues are resolved 

£ 30,193.92 

PKF Littlejohn External audit £ 378.00 

CQS Toilet and Generators £ 474.37 

N Webster Event expenses £  

K Vizor-Beard Event expenses £ 10.00 

K Atkins Event expenses £ 50.00 

 
19. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 28th August  Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 11th September  Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm 


