Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action Meeting Notes, 1 July 2025

WHITESHILL & RUSCOMgE

BIODIVERSITY
ACTION

Present: Helen Pitel, Allison Birch, Jenny Slater, Sue Richards, Richard Szymanski, Elspeth Williams, Chris
Tracey, Morag |, Britt Dyer, Peter Keevil,

Apologies:

Roy Badham, Sally Deacon, Carolyn Pashby, Nigel Pitel, and Louise Percival

1. Recording sessions

Several highlights of recent recording sessions were celebrated.

2. Party in the Park

We applauded all the great work that all those involved in the Biodiversity Action stall had done. Many
young children were fascinated by the activities that Nigel, Helen and Chris had arranged for them,
particularly the moths and the slowworm. In addition, 11 adults registered their interest in possibly
designating some or all of their gardens as a “Wild Space”. And in return, these people were given or
promised a free locally made (in the G11 Men’s Shed) bird box or bug house.

We recognised the importance of the Party in the Park as one of the best opportunities to create visibility
for the Parish Council’s Biodiversity initiative, and to influence children and adults to hopefully promote
love of nature and biodiversity.

We recognised that the Party in the Park needs to become a prominent part in our annual Action Plan, and
the need to begin thinking soon about next year’s event.

3. Swift Progress

Sue updated on the outcomes of Gill’s presence at the Party in the Park, and shared ideas for next steps,
which include her creating a small team to move forward.

She suggested that a short piece in the next Warbler would be useful, and she will do this.

Peter handed out hard copies of the Parish Council grant application for swifts and introduced the topic.
We noted and welcomed the grant application. Allison queried the use of swift callers, seeking clarification
about the ethics of this. Sue responded by saying that Gill from Stroud Swift Action had confirmed that



there were no issues here. Peter handed out a hard copy of advice from the organisation “Action for Swifts”
which too confirmed there are no adverse issues here.

Peter then demonstrated the use of a “Peak Boxes” swift caller, and explained the pros and cons of this
model, plus the other main option which is produced by the Kendall Men’s Shed. He alerted us to be very
careful at ensuring that neighbours are not annoyed by the sounds of swift callers.

At the suggestion of Allison, we agreed to ask the Parish Council to ensure it is doing all it can to ensure
that any new planning applications in the village encourages builders and villagers to incorporate, where
appropriate, swift bricks into any new building or adaptations; and to encourage builders who are involved
in roofing and guttering work to bear in mind the need to protect and/or create swift/house
martin/swallow nest sites.

4. Collection of a set of photos of our biodiversity

Elspeth suggested we consider creating a collection of photos of our biodiversity. Peter agreed to see
whether he is able to add to the Dropbox collection that Britt has recently created. If he is not able to do
this, Britt agreed to explore the possible use of tools such as Flicker.

5. Care of the Ruscombe Middle Spring Bank

Sue explained the background to this and noted that, led by Sally, there is now the idea of seeking to put in
place an agreed management plan for this wild space....and seeking the Parish Council’s support for this.

6. Future Warbler articles about the outcomes of the first year of Recording and use of irecord

We noted that in the autumn, we need to review recording outcomes and consider writing up an article for
the winter Warbler.

7. Venue for 2 Sept meeting

We agreed to Helen and Nigel’s kind invite for us to meet at their house on 2 Sept.



