
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action 

Meeting notes 

Tuesday 3rd June 2025 

Present:  Peter Keevil, Elspeth Williams, Sue Richards, Jenny Slater, Britt Dyer, Chris Tacey, Roy Badham, 

Richard Szymanski, John Ward, Cllr Nigel Pitel and Helen Pitel. Gill from Stroud Swift group 

Apologies:  

Carolyn Pashby, Penny Newton, Lorraine Trowers, and Louise Percival 

1. Updates: 

( a ) The banner had been printed and was brought to the meeting.                                                                                                              

( b ) Recording nature at the agreed sites.  63 records were added to irecord in May at the following 

sites; Ruscombe Pond, Ruscombe Chapel, Village Green, Middle Spring Scrub and the Village Orchard, 

AP Records at the Churchyard had not uploaded successfully to our activity. Nigel to investigate 

( c ) Wild Spaces. There are now 20 Wild Spaces registered in Ruscombe and Whiteshill. 16 of these 

are private gardens. This represents over 10% of all the Wild Spaces in the County of Gloucestershire 

2. Swifts 

Sue reported that: 

• The church swift project has been deferred 

• She has been posting about swifts weekly on the village Facebook page. As a result, two villagers have 

made contact with her 

• There have been reports of swifts nesting at the school in the eaves facing main road 

• She introduced Gill from Stroud Swift Group who had been invited to the meeting to offer us advice. 

Gill spoke to the group. 

She reported that Swift numbers were declining, a fall of 60% over the past thirty years. They liked to 

group in colonies but it is easy to lose these colonies. 

They start to arrive in April and come in 3 waves. They stay for three months, one brood per annum 

• Wave 1 breeding adults. These are mate and location faithful 

• Wave 2 birds aged 2 or 3 years old looking for breeding sites 

• Wave 3 young birds who are one year old 

She recommended that: 

• One of our group acts as co-ordinator of our project. 

• We should encourage people to buy swift boxes and demonstrated two models which cost £36 and 

£84 respectively. Householders should buy these themselves 

• We should tell householders that we will finance the purchase of Swift callers, Cost £23-£45 per caller 

and the eerction of the swift boxes. She recommended an aerial engineer who could mount several  

boxes in a morning at reasonable cost 

• We should aim to have the boxes erected by February or March 2026 

              She suggested that the next practical steps were 

o To start spreading the word vis social media 



o Collect details of those who might be interested 

o Activities for children such as making models or puppets, a possible activity for children at the party in 

the park 

o Survey the village for possible nesting sites 

 

Next meeting. Tuesday July 1st at Red Poll, Ruscombe 

 

                                                                       

 


