Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action
Meeting notes
Tuesday 6" May 2025

Present: Peter Keevil, Elspeth Williams, Sue Richards, Britt Dyer, Chris Tacey, Roy Badham, James Lunt, Clir
Nigel Pitel and Helen Pitel

Apologies:
Carolyn Pashby, Penny Newton, and Jenny Slater
1. Updates:

(a) the logo. James distributed colour copies of the updated logo that he has designed. This was
adopted enthusiastically by the group.

( b ) recording nature at the agreed sites. Extensive recording has commenced, as agreed, at nearly
all the sites identified by the group. These have all been uploaded successfully

to irecord. Chris offered to visit the Forest School site, the one remaining identified site, and record
there.

( c ) Promotion and Communication update Peter and Britt have been promoting appreciation of
nature through postings on the village Facebook site. Videos have been viewed as many as 500 times,
remarkable when the site has only 2500 subscribers. Other postings have received numerous likes.

( d ) Fixing of final two “Space for Nature” signs. Peter and Nigel used postfix to make permanent
the fixing of signs at the Chapel, the Village Green and the Orchard. Heather will notify us when we
have permission to do the same at the St Paul’s

(e ) Progress on swifts. For personal reasons, Penny, is placing the swift project at the church on hold
until 2026. Sue agreed to lead discussion on the way forward with swifts at the next meeting on on
3 June.

2. Review of our first year of operation!

(a) The best things we’ve done in the last 12 months. A group discussion celebrated the following
achievements:

e Use of irecord, currently 343 records logged there

e Development of the logo and banner

e The emergence of a dedicated core group of friends with an extensive range of expertise
e Links with Randwick

e Strong working relationship with the parish council

e Momentum

( b)) Ideas to consider for inclusion in the 2026 Action Plan

e Involvement of the school

e Liaison with local farmers

e Heather’s request for help from the group to publicise and promote the church graveyard
e Swallows and Housemartins

e Grow trees for gardens, perhaps a sapling sale like the village plant sale



e Spreading the word, perhaps through an SNJ story and photograph
e Bats

Next meeting. Tuesday June 3™ at Ludlow Green Inn



