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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 10th July 2025 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Vice Chairman C Brian, Cllrs N Pitel, J Matthews, K Vizor-Beard, K Atkins, N 
Webster, Clerk – Helen Dunn, County Cllr John Patient (7.45pm), District Cllr Jonathan 
Edmunds (7.45pm) 

 
1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllrs C Mustoe, R Charley, T Boultwood 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None  
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
None 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12th June 2025 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
Thanks to Cllr N Webster for organising an amazing Party in the Playing Field and all 
the volunteers who helped 
Congratulations to Cllr T Boultwood on getting married. 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
A report had been circulated previously with information on Local Government Re-
organisation; 20mph schemes; Holiday Activities and Food Programme; and County 
Council meetings. 
 

7. Report from District Councillor 
A late report was sent which will be circulated to Cllrs 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council  
Tree survey due to take place, waiting for date to be confirmed 
Orchard bench will be looked at by company since the seat has dried out and 
cracked. Clerk to follow up for date 
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  

• Permissions 
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o S.25/0567/HHOLD Green Hedges The Plain Whiteshill  
Loft conversion with new rooflights. 
 

10. To receive an update on updating the Neighbourhood Plan, resolve actions / 
expenditure 
Clerk has spoken with Barbara Pond from GRCC and overall she has advised to 
hang on and see what is happening.  
Current changes to the NPPF, Local Plan not updated / delayed, has anything 
changed in the actual area of Whiteshill and Ruscombe? If there are any major 
changes such as strategic development or pressures from developers, it may be 
worth looking at updates. 
Whilst the funding has been withdrawn, the Localism Act still gives powers to having 
an NDP in place.  
Clerk and Barbara talked about additional policies such as climate and biodiversity, 
and this led down a route of considering a Community Climate Change Action Plan, 
and if this sounds like something wanting to be considered it could be arranged for a 
talk to be given to the Parish Council to consider if it is suitable for the area. 
For now Cllrs resolved to hold fire on doing anything. The current NDP is valid until 
2031 
 

11. Events report 

• Summer Party in the Playing Field review 
Cllr N Webster reported this all went well and lots of good feedback has been 
had. One incident at the tug of war where the rope snapped and a member of the 
public was injured. This was treated and has been reported accordingly. 
Adjustments will be made as to how the tug of war is played for next year. 
 

12. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
The new bench for the playing field by the fencing of the play area has arrived 
and needs installing.  
Cllr N Pitel raised concerns of the Orchard and the dryness of this with its 
proximity to hedges and houses. It was asked if this could be treated as an 
emergency item as it was feared a danger. It was proposed to ask the grass 
contractor to mow a 5m fire break around the perimeter of the field from the 
bottom of the bike ramps round the edge to the Star Pub. After a short debate, 
Cllr N Pitel proposed this, and it was seconded by Cllr N Webster with all Cllrs in 
favour. Clerk to contact the grass contractor and put in touch with Cllr N Pitel to 
show the exact route of for the break 

• To receive updates on the play equipment project 
To date the swings and table tennis table have been installed, and the 
roundabout is still waiting to be delivered. The pathway is due to be completed 
next week. The basketball hoop does not yet have an installation date and Clerk 
is chasing for this to be as soon as possible. 

• To review actions on putting logs in place at bottom left of ramps and at top of 
ramps to stop encroachment on pitch 
No report. Cllr R Charley still to liaise with National Trust 

• To receive quotes for works on playing area and field – timbers, gates, benches, 
noticeboard and resolve expenditure 
Clerk had obtained two quotes for the works. This was for 4 new posts on the 
play area fencing, to secure P Hood memorial bench, to install the new bench by 
the play area fencing, to fix the two play area gates and put in a new post, install 
the noticeboard and costs for bench installation (when purchased) on the 



 

Signed / Date  pg. 926 
 

pavement by the church bus stop (this has to be done by someone with 
streetworks accreditation).  
Cllrs felt that the costs were very high and that they could do some of these jobs. 
Clerk pointed out that to date they had been unable to be done due to time 
constraints and other commitments of Cllrs. Clerk suggested they have one 
month to complete as much as they can from the list and then review in August 
what has been achieved.  

• To receive a request from playgroup to hold a cake sale on the playing field and 
resolve response 
Cllrs resolved to allow this. Cllr N Webster to confirm back to playgroup. 
 

13. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
No report 

• To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and 
expenditure 
The footpath working group are due to spend a day collating all the land register 
addresses for the parcels of land on the Glebe fields to contact them all on 
registering footpaths. Once done, they will submit the expenses to be paid back 
to them from the grants received. 

• To receive updates from Speedwatch group 
Cllr N Webster and K Vizor-Beard due to do a speedwatch with the police 
tomorrow.  

• To resolve a ‘Slow Children’ sign in Lower Street between school and footpath to 
playing field. 
One house had given permission for a sign on their wall; the house opposite did 
not want anything on their walls due to the age of the cottage. It was resolved to 
purchase two signs for the footpath railings to warn children to slow down for cars 
and one road warning sign for cars to slow down for children. Clerk to order 

• To consider an option of a school crossing patrol with volunteers and Cllrs. 
Resolve actions on this. 
Clerk had been in touch with Active Travel at Gloucestershire County Council and 
they have offered a meeting to discuss possible options. The school are also 
keen. A discussion was had on the type of road safety crossing schemes that 
could be looked at, but also the potential costs and liability for these. Clerk to 
feedback in August. Cllrs N Webster and K Vizor-Beard were also keen to attend 
 

14. To receive a report on an additional camera on Main Road outside the school, 
resolve actions / expenditure from this 
Clerk is waiting for an assessment report from Gloucestershire County Council on 
this location 
 

15. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
The Biodiversity stall at the summer party in the park was a success with children 
enjoying the activities. More parishioner signed up for the Butterfly Conservation wild 
spaces  

• To note the grant application submitted for the swift project 
An application has been submitted for £1600 to go towards the swift project. This 
is for swift boxes, callers and installation costs 
 

16. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Publication scheme, 
Safeguarding, Tree policy, Community Engagement, Training 
Cllrs resolved these were fit for purpose 
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17. To receive report on Ruscombe Spring and resolve any actions / expenditure 

for this. 
The Highways manager has noted they are responsible for this, and Clerk has put 
them in touch with the residents. 
  

18. To resolve a statement to support the Church in its funding applications that 
the Parish Council recognises the church as a valuable space for community 
activities 
Cllrs resolved for the Clerk to write a statement supporting the church and 
recognising its value as a community space in the parish 
 

19. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This was circulated and resolved as a true record at the meeting 

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1172.73 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)  £ 95.48 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 

TW Hawkins Grass mowing £ 620.40 

Butler Sherbourne Allotment lease £ 300.00 

Edge IT  Annual Microsoft fees £ 524.30 

So Hootiful Owl meet and greet party in the park £ 80.00 

E Roberts Performing Party in the Park £ 120.00 

N Webster  Event expenses  

Simbora Samba Party in the Park £ 200.00 

Footpath working Group Costs withing the grants budget for 
sending letters to land owners 

£ 

Whiteshill billies Part in the Park band £ 250.00 

 
20. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 24th July  Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 14th August Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm 


