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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 12th June 2025 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs C Brian, N Pitel, J Matthews, K Vizor-Beard, T 
Boultwood, C Mustoe, K Atkins, N Webster (from 8pm), Clerk – Helen Dunn, 1 x 
parishioner, County Cllr John Patient, District Cllr Jonathan Edmunds 

 
1. To note apologies for absence 

None 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
Cllr C Mustoe, personal interest. Item 17 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
One member of the public raised their concerns on the planning application. These 
related to lack of parking and turning space, height and design of the buildings, cycle 
storage not appropriate, and the planting recommendations which could be a loss of 
light for their property. 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 8th May 2025 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
None 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
Cllr J Patient introduced himself and his position on the County Council. A report had 
been circulated earlier with information on Cabinet positions; M5 jct 10 improvements 
scheme development consent; Tackling domestic abuse survey; Climate action fund 
opened; Accessible Housing Register working with the NHS; Fire Kills campaign. 
 

7. Report from District Councillor 
A report had been sent with information on numerous committee meetings; new 
leader of the council, awards won, and the apprentice programme re-opening. Work 
continues on Devolution and putting options together for the November deadline. 
Also a District Cllr who is a litter champion and doing lots to raise awareness on this; 
foodbanks are still in high demand. 
Cllrs asked that the District Council raise with County and forthcoming Devolution 
that Town and Parish Councils should be much more involved in the process and 
future outcomes. And whatever happens with Ebley Mill, it should benefit the 
residents of the Stroud district.  
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8. Report from Officer of the Council  
Annual Parish Meeting went well, main feedback was regarding the Village Green 
and its future management 
A parishioner has offered an oak tree of 10-12’ height that could do with a home. It 
was felt the playing field would not be suitable, but Cllr N Webster could potentially 
accommodate it on her land. Clerk to put everyone in contact to liaise and decide. 
Government legislation is changing, and hybrid meetings will be allowed in England, 
therefore consideration of what equipment will be needed for this and to live stream 
to also allow residents to be a part. 
 
Cllr N Webster arrives 
 

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
o Land At 3 To 4, Ferndale Road, Whiteshill,  

Erection of 2 detached dwellings 
Cllrs resolved to object to this application on grounds of Highway safety 
and agreeing with the Biodiversity Officers rejection of Biodiversity Net 
Gain reports. 

• Permissions 
 

10. To receive an update on updating the Neighbourhood Plan and resolve costs 
for an initial consultation event using GRCC 
Locality funding has now been withdrawn for Neighbourhood Plans, and it was 
questioned what is most beneficial moving forward. Clerk to speak with GRCC to see 
what options are available. 
 

11. Events report 

• Summer Party in the Playing Field. Resolve any actions and expenditure 
All is running smoothly and on target 

• To resolve risk assessment and confirm all paperwork for stalls have been 
received.  
Clerk has circulated the RA to Cllr N Webster to ensure all volunteers are aware. 
A lot of the paperwork is now in place and Clerk will chase for the remainder. 
 

12. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
Two benches have now been installed by a number of Cllrs, with the grass 
matting yet to be put down by Peter Hood’s memorial bench. However discussion 
was had and Cllr J Matthews questioned how level the benches were and 
whether they should be professionally installed. Clerk is due to meet with 
contractors next week for fencing quotes and will therefore ask for a spec and 
quote from them to professionally fit the benches. The orchard bench will need 
monitoring as it is splitting, but this is part of the drying process – the company is 
due to call by in the next couple of weeks to look at it and also tighten it up. A 
further bench for the top of the playing field is still waiting on delivery.  

• To receive updates on the play equipment project 
Clerk and Cllrs N Webster and K Vizor-Beard met with the installation contractor 
last week, concerns were had on the communication in the departments of the 
company as no information had been sent with the installer on measurements or 
of the basketball and table tennis table. Spaces will be required to be fenced off 
on the car park for the materials to be stored and one day will require a closure 
whilst the roundabout is delivered and lifted over the top of the fencing. Clerk to 
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continue to follow up with the contractor to confirm all installation dates and 
procedures. Work is due to start on 7th July. Clerk to advertise  

• To review actions on putting logs in place at bottom left of ramps and at top of 
ramps to stop encroachment on pitch 
Cllrs N Webster and R Charley continue with this 

• To receive report on the playing field gates and their conditions. To resolve 
actions and expenditure 
Clerk is obtaining quotes next week for the works to be done. 

• To resolve the quote of a tree report 
Cllrs resolved to continue with the contractor used last time at the same cost. 
Clerk to arrange. 
 

13. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
Zion hill bench not yet ordered and will wait until current bench on order has been 
delivered and installed.  
Ruscombe Road crack has been filled with tarmac, this will be monitored and 
doesn’t feel like problem has been addressed. 

• To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and 
expenditure 
Grant monies have been received to do the land searches. The group will be able 
to progress with this now. 

• To receive updates from Speedwatch group 
SpeedWatch due to be done soon and also with the police. 

• To resolve costs and design of a bench next to the Church bus stop, taking note 
of highway regulations 
The grit bin can be moved from this location as the road is gritted as part of the 
Highways routes. Therefore a bench can be installed there. Cllrs resolved a 
design, and the Clerk will order in line with above comments on when installation 
can take place – this has to be done by a contractor with street works 
accreditation.  

• To resolve a ‘Slow Children’ sign in Lower Street between school and footpath to 
playing field. 
Quotes and designs were shared, and Clerk will meet with Cllr K Vizor-Beard to 
look at the exact locations and whether a different design may wish to be 
considered.  
 

14. To receive a report regarding parking and speeding on the Main Road and 
resolve actions / expenditure from this 
Clerk attended a meeting with residents, police, Community wardens and Cllrs to 
look at parking and speeding issue concerns raised by residents. From the meeting 
residents wanted more promotion of the village car park so people didn’t park on the 
road for long periods, additional signage, another speed camera outside the school, 
working with the school for possible ‘children’ bollards on the zigzags, shared parking 
at the guide hut? 
Highways have offered free ‘car park’ signs to indicate where the car park is; Cllrs 
asked Clerk to investigate a further camera by the school; Cllrs N Webster and C 
Mustoe will liaise with the scout hut, school and playgroup to see if any additional 
parking could be had on the scout hut land for school teachers.   
 

15. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
Two new members have joined the group. The banner is ready for the Party in the 
Park stall. Space for Nature signs have been installed. 
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• To resolve any actions or projects for the group to work towards in 2026 
This will working on swift boxes and callers. Cllr R Charley spoke about a SDC 
grant and will forward the link 
 

16. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Complaints and 
Health and Safety 
Cllrs resolved the policies remained fit for purpose 
 

17. To resolve closure of the car park for one day to allow The Two Village festival 
to hold a community market 
It was proposed and resolved that the car park can be shut for one day on 21st 
September for Two Village festivals to hold a parish market to raise funds. This will 
need to be advertised 
 

18. To receive report on Ruscombe Spring and resolve any actions / expenditure 
for this. 
Ruscombe Spring is leaking from under the pavement. Residents are due to have a 
contractor look at this whilst doing other works, Clerk is also due to meet with 
Highways manager to see if they would be required to do anything too. Cllr C Brian 
will attend meeting if able. 
 

19. To resolve response to SDC Consultation and Community Engagement  
Clerk to forward again to all Cllrs for them to send feedback for Clerk to complete and 
send back 
 

20. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and resolved as a true report 

• The following payments were approved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1172.73 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)  £ 68.65 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 

GPFA Annual membership £ 50.00 

N Webster Party in Park expenses £ 162.98 

Police and Crime 
Commissioner 

ANPR quarterly letters £ 88.90 

TW Hawkins Line marking of football field £ 264.00 

GeoXphere Parish online mapping £ 96.00 

S Deacon Village Green planter £ 38.50 

Stilt Walkers UK Party in the playing field act £ 300.00 

R Charley Annual parish meeting refreshment 
chairman expenses 

£ 43.20 

Shelley signs Playing field noticeboard £ 3,078.00 

 
21. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 26th June Planning meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 10th July  Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm 


