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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 8th May 2025 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs C Brian, N Pitel, J Matthews, K Vizor-Beard, T 
Boultwood, C Mustoe, N Webster, Clerk – Helen Dunn, 

 
1. To elect a Chairman 

Clerk reminded all Cllrs of their change to the Standing Orders last year that a Chair 
should only stand for a maximum 3 years (unless no-one else was willing to stand). A 
discussion was had on future potential Cllrs standing for the position to have had 
some training before putting themselves forward.  
Cllr K Vizor-Beard proposed that Cllr R Charley remained Chair, this was seconded 
by Cllr C Mustoe with all in favour. Cllr R Charley accepted the position. 
 

2. To receive the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
The book was signed 
 

3. To note apologies for absence 
Cllr K Atkins 
 

4. To elect a Vice-Chairman of the Council 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard proposed that Cllr C Brian remains Vice Chair, this was seconded 
by Cllr N Pitel with all in favour. Cllr C Brian accepted the position. 
 

5. All Cllrs to confirm their Disclosable Personal Interest forms are up to date 
All Cllrs confirmed this with Cllrs N Webster and C Mustoe due to check 
 

6. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
None 
 

7. Public 10 minutes 
A request for the next agenda from the Two Village festival group to use the car park 
for a Market event and close the car park for a day.  
 

8. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 10th April 2025 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

9. Chairs announcement 
None  
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10. Report from County Councillor  
A new County Councillor has just been elected for Whiteshill and Ruscombe. Clerk to 
invite him to the next meeting. 
 

11. Report from District Councillor 
A report has arrived late and will be circulated 
 

12. Report from Officer of the Council  

• Clerk has looked at a couple of locations for the memorial bench based on 
photos Cllr J Matthews sent. One position was chosen as preferential, Clerk to 
order the bench and Cllr T Boultwood to look at clearing the area for the bench to 
be located. 

• A resident had said they clear up litter most weekends around the bike ramps. 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard to speak with the users to remind them to use the bins. 

• GRCC had sent a quote for the NDP for an initial consultation review. This will be 
on the next agenda 
 

13. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
None 

• Permissions 
 

14. Events report 

• Summer Party in the Playing Field. Resolve any actions and expenditure 
This is going well. Problem with hiring a PA system currently, looking into options. 
Running order of the day is a work in progress. Clerk needs all stall contacts for 
the paperwork to be completed and a response to the initial Risk Assessment 
that has gone out. 
 

15. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
Noticeboard is due to be delivered in approx 1-2 weeks to Cllr R Charley. 
Contractors or volunteers to install needed and a date to be set. 
Grass matting has been delivered and is in the container. Date to be set for 
volunteer contractor to flatten area and put in posts to chain bench to. 
Two benches for the playing field have been ordered. One paid for in full, one 
50% paid for. These have a delivery time of approx 6-8 weeks from when ordered 
and will be delivered to Cllr R Charley. Contractors or volunteers to install and a 
date to be set. 
Litter bin for the car park is delivered and Pete has been asked to install it.  

• To receive updates on the play equipment project - to resolve revised costs of 
basketball surfacing 
Clerk had circulated the quote and there were 3 locations identified for the 
surface with differing costs. It was resolved to go with the original option of 
installing on the flat which came within budget at £5,695.68. Clerk to contact 
Sovereign to add to the programme 

• To review actions on putting logs in place at bottom left of ramps and at top of 
ramps to stop encroachment on pitch 
Cllrs N Webster and R Charley have reviewed some logs but currently this is 
ongoing. Any logs put in position will require staking down to secure in place. If 
when the tree assessment is done, if any trees requiring removal they could be 
considered for this too.  
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• To receive report on the playing field gates and their conditions. To resolve 
actions and expenditure 
Cllrs J Matthews and N Webster to review the condition of the gates and report 
back on best options. Discussions were had on repairs and replacements.  

• To receive RoSPA report and resolve any actions / expenditure from this 
Clerk had listed out all issues identified. Some will remain as just to monitor, with 
other requiring small repairs or quotes for work. Clerk to also share the report 
with Maintenance Pete for works to be completed too.  
 

16. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
Cllr K Vizor-Beard has got permission from a resident on Lower Street to have 
signage on their house to ask cars to slow down and mind children crossing from 
school to the footpath to the shop. Will need to find suitable signage and run it 
past Highways manager.  
Clerk has had a request from a resident about meeting with the PCSO to talk 
about the parking issues on Main Road, Clerk advised that meeting with the 
highways manager may also be useful at the same time to get advice and 
information. A meeting is due to be organised. 
ANPR camera is now fixed and back fully working. Payments in the schedule. 

• To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and 
expenditure 
The group are plodding on, focusing at the moment on getting the funds in place 
to do the land registry searches. They applied for £500 from a small community 

grant from Stroud district council, and were awarded £100, and have just applied 

to STC for the remainder. They are still asking people to fill in witness user forms 
for footpaths, which is a slow business. 

• To receive updates from Speedwatch group 
It is noted that the Painswick Road now has average speed cameras, and to 
monitor if this has any impact on additional traffic through the village 

• To resolve costs and design of a bench next to the Church bus stop, taking note 
of highway regulations 
Clerk is due to meet with the Highways manager next week to look at options if 
this could fit.  
 

17. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
3 Space for Nature signs have now been permanently installed with the church one 
waiting for final confirmation. 17 locations have been registered as a wild space 
across the parish, and lots of people are watching and following local clips on 
facebook. 
 

18. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Standing Orders, 
Financial regulations, Risk Management, Code of Conduct and asset list 
Cllrs resolved the policies were all fit for purpose 
 

19. To resolve annual insurance 
Cllrs resolved the annual insurance 
 

20. To resolve the renewal of all Community Assets 
Cllrs resolved to renew all Community assets. Clerk to send to SDC for renewal 
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21. To respond to devolution survey from GAPTC 
After a short discussion it was resolved for the Clerk to complete the form, circulate 
to Cllrs for further comments before submission 
 

22. To note GAPTC AGM and resolve any resolutions and attendees 
Clerk to send out the information again for any Cllrs to respond to attending 
 

23. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This was signed and resolved 

• To review internal accounting controls 
Cllrs resolved these were fit for purpose 

• To note the internal audit report, resolving any actions required 
The internal report was noted with no actions needed 

• To note the regular Direct Debits / Standing Orders made and resolve these 
are correct at the time. 
Cllrs noted these, resolving as correct 

• To resolve the Annual Governance Statement 
All Cllrs proposed and resolved the Annual Governance Statement. This was 
signed.  

• To resolve the Accounting Statement 
All Cllrs proposed and resolved the Accounting Statement. This was signed. 

• To note the dates for the Public Rights of examination of the accounts 
The dates were noted and resolved 

• The following payments in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1172.73 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)  £ 48.60 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 

CCC4Business ANPR repairs £ 144.00 

CCC4Business ANPR repairs £ 220.80 

Maggie Booth Historic photos for archive £ 95.69 

Community Heartbeat Trust Annual maintenance £ 324.00 

SLCC Enterprises Clerk National Conference £ 369.60 

Play Safety Ltd RoSPA inspection £ 206.40 

Clear Insurance 
Management 

Annual insurance £ 893.15 

Broxap Limited Car park bin £ 465.54 

I Selkirk Internal audit £ 150.00 

Royal Mail PO Box £ 371.40 

The Little Printing Company Summer WaRbler £ 395.00 

 
24. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 22nd May Planning meeting  6.30pm 

• Thursday 22nd May  Annual Parish Meeting 7.00pm 

• Thursday 12th June Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 
 
The chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm 


