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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 10th April 2025 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs C Brian, N Pitel, J Matthews, K Vizor-Beard, T 
Boultwood, C Mustoe, N Webster, K Atkins, Clerk – Helen Dunn, Parishioners x 1 

 
1. To note apologies for absence 

County Cllr S Williams 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve 
any dispensations. 
Cllr C Brian item 14 
Cllr N Webster planning application 3 Lower Kitesnest Lane 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
No comments 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 13th March 2025 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcement 
No report 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
A report was circulated which included information on speed reduction on A46, 
Holiday activity programmes, Keeping children safe on line, Living Well in Later Life 
campaign, £57m for 3 new care homes, Tree planting, Thriving communities grant 
and Elections in May 
   

7. Report from District Councillor 
A report was circulated which included information on the various committees and 
also links to view these on line, Extra ordinary full council meeting on the devolution 
and re-organisation, funding sources, British spring clean, historic anti-slavery arch 
conserved, plus other events occurring in Stroud. 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council  
The playing field flail will now occur in October as it was too wet in February and has 
now missed the timing to do this. 
Cllrs C Brian and K Vizor-Beard due to paint war memorial railings; materials have 
now been purchased. 
Playing field car park bin on order (long wait time). The old one will need to be 
disposed of. 
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Agreement for resident to sign on the historic photos being printed for the future of 
the archives of the parish. 
Clerk met with PCSO’s. Discussions on litter of beer bottles and cigarettes weekly on 
the car park. Will monitor. Also regular speed checks in a trial with the data being 
analysed by the new police data analyst. No issues with the bike ramps, will continue 
to visit to mark bikes as this is popular. One issue of an electric go-kart on the playing 
field which was dealt with. 
  

9. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
o 3 Lower Kitesnest Lane, Whiteshill,  

Erection of a single storey side extension 
Cllrs resolved no comments 

o S.25/0567/HHOLD Green Hedges, The Plain, Whiteshill,  
Loft conversion with dormer extension 
Cllrs resolved no comments 

• Within Randwick, but bought the attention of the Parish Council if wishing to 
respond: 

o S.25/0513/AFPA Land Parcel To West Of Humphreys End, Ruscombe 
Road, Randwick,  
Erection of an agricultural storage barn 
This application has been withdrawn 

• Permissions 
o S.25/0165/HHOLD Craigston Field Road Whiteshill  

Erection of a single storey ground floor side extension & first floor rear 
extension over existing flat roof. 
 

10. Events report 

• Summer Party in the Playing Field. Resolve any actions and expenditure 
All going well. A couple more volunteers from requests going out in the WaRbler. 
Bouncy castle – to ensure that this is fully manned by the company owning it with 
their own insurance. Chariots race – disclaimer to be put together.  
 

11. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
Cllr C Mustoe to arrange volunteers for 11th May to clear out the container to find 
everything for the party in the park.  

• To receive quote to install P Hood bench, resolve date to install 
Cllr N Webster gave a quote of £50 including posts to lock the bench onto. Clerk 
to order grass matting, and bench to be installed afterwards 

• To receive quotes for two benches 
Two benches were chosen, Clerk to order 

• To receive updates on the play equipment project - to resolve revised costs of 
basketball surfacing 
The quote for this didn’t come in until after 5pm, therefore Clerk to circulate and 
review the budget on the options. Decision to be made at the next meeting 

• To receive updates on the bike ramp maintenance. Resolve a maintenance plan. 
Clerk and Cllrs C Mustoe, K Vizor-Beard, and N Webster met with users. The 
maintenance plan will need volunteers and dedicated regular time. Cllrs to 
consider clerk obtaining funding for the works was not resolved. It was resolved 
instead for as many volunteers as possible to do 2 full days (likely to be in 
September) with a digger to see what can be achieved and then to work out a 
plan from there as this would guide as to what is needed. A work day is also 
required before the party in the park to get the ramps ready for the display. 7 Cllrs 
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volunteered to be available for this. Discussion was had on the percentage of the 
precept spent on the ramps, but also why should the ramps be looked on 
differently to any other element of the playing field.  

• To discuss options of extending maintenance contract to include the ramps  
This to be looked at later in the year once the two work days have occurred.  

• To review actions on putting logs in place at bottom left of ramps and resolve 
costs and designs for fencing at top of ramps to stop encroachment on pitch 
Cllrs felt that logs would be suitable for both locations (orchard and top of ramps). 
Cllrs N Webster and R Charley to view the logs and how to get them into situ if 
suitable. Clerk questioned whether logs at the top of the bike ramps on the 
playing field would be more of an obstacle and if fencing would work better.  

• To resolve installation of new notice board – cost from company received which 
includes delivery.  
To have the company install the noticeboard would cost £525.00. It was therefore 
resolved to have the noticeboard delivered to the Chairman and Cllrs volunteered 
to install the noticeboard with postcrete themselves.  
 

12. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure  
Resident complained of potholes on Highfields Road, these have been repaired 
and addressed with highways 
Continued lack of information with regards to Ruscombe Road crack 

• To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and 
expenditure 
No report 

• To receive updates from Speedwatch group 
The group continues to go out to do speed checks 

• To receive information on Ruscombe Spring wall and steps 
The wall has been assessed by Highways, and they will now allocate time to de-
veg the wall and make any repairs, and also will install a handrail 

• To resolve ANPR repair costs 
The radar is now being fixed, and the costs of the cherry picker will be included in 
this. Costs approx £300 - £400. Cllrs resolved to allow the Clerk delegated 
powers to fix this within the budget without coming through full council for 
authorisation in the future. 
 

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and 
expenditure within the agreed plan 
It was resolved for Cllr N Pitel to purchase a banner for the Biodiversity group and 
also postcrete to install the wild spaces signs 

• To resolve initial locations, actions and expenditure for a potential hedge and 
pathways in the orchard area.  
This idea is now not going ahead 

• To discuss designating area by Ruscombe Spring as a Wild Space area after e-
mail from resident. 
It was resolved to designate this area as a wild space. The clerk has put together 
a Green Management plan to circulate to the Biodiversity group and the 
maintenance man. 
 

14. To resolve works proposed by resident of Rock Terrace on cobbled path and 
handrail for Ruscombe Spring area. Resolve on costs proposed by resident. 
Cllrs resolved that the residents could do the cobbled path, their contractor must 
show Public Liability and sign off works afterwards. Clerk to check with Highways 
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manager if there are any standards in fitting the cobbles. Highways to install a 
handrail at no cost to anyone. Clerk to follow this up. 
  

15. To receive quote for small memorial bench. Resolve actions and expenditure 
on siting bench 
Cllrs resolved to purchase a bench. Clerk to liaise with the parishioner involved. Clerk 
to contact land owner to confirm permission. Risk assessment required for 
installation and access to get bench up the steps. 
 

16. To resolve council members to join a working party to look at the re-build of 
the village shop 
Cllrs R Charley, N Webster and C Mustoe volunteered.  
 

17. To resolve for the Clerk to attend National Conference in October. 
Cllrs resolved for the Clerk to attend 
 

18. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
This had been circulated and resolved 

• The following payments were approved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 1172.73 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,)   £ 54.00 

Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00 

GAPTC Annual membership £ 331.31 

CCC4Business ANPR annual fees £ 1,154.94 

Police and Crime 
Commissioner 

Community speed letters £ 84.00 

GRCC Annual membership £ 25.00 

 
19. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 24th April Planning meeting   7.30pm 

• Thursday 8th May   Annual Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm 

• Thursday 22nd May Annual Parish Meeting  7.00pm 
 

 


