
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity Action 

Meeting notes 

Tuesday 1st April 2025 

Present:  Jenny Slater, Peter Keevil, Carolyn Pashby, Sue Richards, Richard Szymanski, Britt Dyer, Chris 

Tacey, Lorraine Trowers, James Lunt, Cllr Nigel Pitel and Helen Pitel 

Apologies:  

Penny Newton, Elspeth Williams, and Roy Badham 

Action Points 

1. Updates 

 

• Proposed hedge on the Orchard. Nigel reported back on the Parish Council’s decision not to 

proceed with this project. Nigel proposed that the group should look at other potential sites 

in the village. This was agreed.  

AP Nigel to explore this option. 

 

• Proposed logo. James gave a presentation of three possible designs. These were very well 

received. James was thanked for his excellent work  

AP James to develop the chosen logo 

 

• Space for Nature signs and Wild Space registrations. Peter reported on progress to date. 

Signs have erected at the Parish Church and Chapel graveyard. 12 gardens are registered to 

date with more to come. 

 AP Nigel and Peter to use postfix to secure the signs. Nigel to ask for funding for this from 

the Parish Council 

 

• Our presence at the Party in the Park 2025. Nigel has agreed with Nicky that Biodiversity 

Action should share a table with the Parish Council at this event. He would run children’s 

activities and promote Wild Spaces registration with their parents. Carolyn volunteered to 

help with the stall. 

 

• Our contribution to the Primrose Teas event, 14 and 15 March 

Our presence at this event to promote the Wild Spaces scheme was felt to have been very 

important in promoting the Wild Spaces scheme. 

 

2. Appreciation of Nature workshop 

 

Lorraine kindly agreed to run a free afternoon workshop in the Parish Church Graveyard on 

Sunday 13th July. She described the format of the event. 

 

AP Lorraine to liaise with Angie Mason to confirm the date with the church. She will produce 

a flyer for the event and will send it to Nigel who will print it for distribution at the Party in 

the Park. Peter will publicise the event on Facebook. 



 

3. Connection with GL11 Men’s shed 

 

Peter brought a birdbox and bug hotel that had been made by volunteers under the 

supervision of Iain Roberts. These are free. The group expressed enthusiasm for them.  

AP Peter to contact Ian to see if more could be made available to us. 

 

4. Recording 

 

Helen presented a paper about recording that had been written by Elspeth who was away 

for the meeting. Volunteers were reminded that the aim is to record at specified agreed 

locations monthly between the months of April and September. Recording should therefore 

begin this month and records should be uploaded onto irecord or sent to Nigel for uploading 

 

The agreed sites with lead volunteers for that site are 

• Village Green     Sally 

• Scrub below Middle Spring  Sue 

• Chapel Graveyard   Alison and Peter 

• Orchard    Helen and Richard 

• The Lake    Elspeth 

• Field above the Throat  Carolyn 

• St Paul’s    Elspeth 

• Forest School    TBC 

Recording at other locations in our villages was also encouraged. 

5. Roller banner/flag 

 

Peter brought with him a free-standing roller banner which could be used to promote our 

work at indoor events such as the Primrose tea at the church. This could incorporate James’ 

logo and Britt’s photographs. The group expressed enthusiasm for this. This would cost 

about £130 but would not be suitable for the Party in the Park. A flag or banner could be 

produced for about £30. 

AP  Nigel to ask for funding for a flag/banner from the Parish Council 

         

 

Next meeting to be held at Sue’s house on Tuesday 6th May at 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 



 


