LOCAL COUNCIL
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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805
Email: cletk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 13" March 2025 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs C Brian, N Pitel, J Matthews, K Vizor-Beard, T
Boultwood, C Mustoe, N Webster, Clerk — Helen Dunn, Parishioners x 1

1.

To note apologies for absence
Clir K Atkins, County ClIr S Williams, District Clir J Edmunds

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve
any dispensations.
CliIr C Brian, pecuniary. Item 15

Public 10 minutes
One parishioner to discuss item 15

To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 13" February 2025
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

Chairs announcement
None

Report from County Councillor

A report had been circulated with information on County Council budget, May
Elections, New CEO appointed, Standards have seized £5,000 of illegal tobacco and
vapes, become an on call firefighter, and local news on left / forgotten highways
signs. Portway Hill due to be closed for resurfacing. Pitchcombe due to have a lower
speed limit on A46 and A4073, and fly tipping issues.

Report from District Councillor
A report had been circulated which included links to various committee meetings,
Local Plan latest updates, launch of new Nature Recovery Project.

Report from Officer of the Council

Final amendments on the playing field noticeboard were made

Missing Bread Street sign after posts being uncovered in the hedge / vegetation has
been reported and a new one will be put in place

Location of Ruscombe Spring warning sign — Clirs need to have a look to see if it is
too high?

Clirs C Brian and K Vizor-Beard due to paint war memorial railings
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Community Events calendar - A resident from the Church fund raising group also had
the same idea and has also started a collection of dates and groups. Clerk to work
with the resident to amalgamate the information on to the parish website.

9. Planning and Environment
o Applications
No applications
e Permissions

10. Events report
e Summer Party in the Playing Field
Discussion on the size of the event and whether to scale down based on
comments made at the last meeting. It was resolved to go ahead the same as
last year.
o Toresolve a budget
This was circulated and Clirs approved a £3,000 budget for the event

11. Playing field

o To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Maintenance Pete has removed the brambles from the play area
Litter bin has been ordered
Moss killer has been ordered
Clerk due to organise slabs and paint for hopscotch
Councillors attended a playing field site meeting before the Parish Council
meeting to look at the following issues:

e To resolve location of Peter Hood memorial bench and date to install
After the site meeting earlier, it was resolved to locate the bench at an angle just
below the container and looking over the playing field. Clir N Webster to obtain a
quote to dig out the area to make it level and place in two posts to secure it to.
Clerk to obtain quotes for grass matting to go underneath

e To resolve solution for broken bench on the playing field just outside play area
overlooking field. Repair or replace? To resolve any expenditure
After the earlier site meeting it was resolved to get quotes for two new benches
(including the orchard bench) for resolution at the next meeting

o To receive updates on the play equipment project - to resolve locations for
basketball hoop and table tennis table
After the earlier site meeting it was resolved to locate the table tennis table at the
bottom of the slope as you come onto the playing field, and the basketball hoop
to be located at the corner before the orchard. This to be set back into the bank
slightly and obtain a quote for 5m x 5m surface instead. This will also need to be
levelled. Clerk to arrange another site meeting with the contractor

e To resolve digger costs and plans for bike ramps
Clerk and Clirs J Matthews and K Vizor-Beard had met with the contractor B1ke
last week to get advice on maintenance and upkeep. A brief e-mail was sent from
B1ke giving advice on the provisional works and costs B1ke would carry out to
get the ramps up to a good standard and maintainable condition to allow better
future continued maintenance. The cost was in the region of £15,000 - £19,000
which would be firmed up if Council resolved to do this. Clerk suggested
obtaining funding and grants for this so as minimal financial cost to Council.
However some Cllrs felt this was too expensive and too much to spend, asking
would it attract more people or keeping it local. It was noted that the users do
bring income to the shop and local area.
Discussion then followed and included having a budget for the maintenance of
the ramps. To contact the original person who started building the ramps with a
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digger and ask if they would help with their digger again — Clir N Webster and K
Vizor-Beard to contact them for a site meeting. The need for a robust
maintenance plan and asking the users to suggest actions for this; need a
committed team to do the regular works. Suggestion of a regular day each month
where the ramps are shut, and work is carried out by Clirs and users. Potential to
look at expanding the maintenance contractors hours to do a regular 1 or 2 hours
extra each week to keep on top of maintenance (would need the relevant
information from the training course, and work alongside users to understand
what is required). Drainage is key for the ramps, and this would need to be
organised on what and how to do this. What local skills are there in the area
willing to help or be paid? An overall statement from Council was for the ramps to
be kept at a basic safe minimum at minimal cost.
Other areas on the ramps to consider were barriers at the top to stop
encroachment onto football pitch, and placing logs towards the bottom left hand
area, where riders seem to be coming through the orchard onto the ramps
causing potential damage.

e To resolve carpet policy for bike ramps
Discussion was had on the reasons for carpet or the fact that they have mostly
managed without up until now. If carpet was allowed for the ramps, what type as
there is an element of plastic in carpets that would go on to impact the
environment. Storage of the carpets when not on the ramps? At this evening’s
site meeting they were tucked away in a ‘hollow’ so weren't visible. Carpets
would need to be neutral in colour to ‘blend in” with the AONB. Who would
manage the carpets and their upkeep?
After debate it was voted to allow the users to have a trial with carpets for 6
months. However there will be no leeway. If carpets are left in a bad condition or
not stored properly they will be removed and not allowed back. Clerk to draw up a
policy to circulate.

12. Highways and Footpaths

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Clerk attended recent police ANPR meeting, notes were circulated
Realignment of camera outside Village Hall. The camera seems to have had the
radar moved either by weather or someone/thing moving it. Therefore this will
cost approx £200 for the cherry picker to come out and realign it. This should be
done in the coming month
Currently waiting to hear back from highways manager on condition of Ruscombe
Spring wall so as can ascertain what weeding works can be done to it
Clir K Vizor-Beard has sent maps to Highways manager with suggested locations
of 20mph roundels in Ruscombe
If a suggestion of a bench on the highways is given, there will be criteria to meet;
the highways manager will give information on this if required.
The stile in Ruscombe has been repaired going across Ruscombe farm land

e To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and
expenditure
The working group are applying for a couple of grants, all of which require a
named body and a bank account. Therefore they are doing the applications in the
name of WRPC, and the funds will come into the WRPC bank account. This will
go in the budget with the monies allocated by Council already.

e To receive updates from Speedwatch group
The speedwatch group were out this week, receiving mixed reactions to their
work. Clerk will obtain stats from the police analyst on local information of
speeding. Stats show that approx 60% are local.
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13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and
expenditure within the agreed plan
The group wish to re-name themselves to Whiteshill and Ruscombe Biodiversity
Action. This was agreed. Clerk and Clir N Webster to update the website and
facebook pages
The church is holding a Primrose weekend with cream teas and the Biodiversity
group will be there with the Wild Spaces book to talk with people. The group also aim
to have a table at Party in the Playing Field.
The Space for Nature sign will go up at the corner of the orchard leading from the
playing field
e To resolve initial locations, actions and expenditure for a potential hedge and
pathways in the orchard area.
This was discussed at the site meeting earlier but was omitted from discussion at
the meeting. To be on the next agenda.

14. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Lone working, Zero
Tolerance, Vexatious
Clirs resolved the policies were fit for purpose

15. To resolve works proposed by resident of Rock Terrace on cobbled path and
handrail for Ruscombe Spring area. Resolve on costs proposed by resident.
CliIr C Brian left the room
The resident showed cobbled stones to replace the red brick and these were noted. If
agreed these would be replaced at the cost of the resident. A black curved iron hand
railing was suggested by the resident with a cost of £1,525.00 of which they would be
willing to pay half if the Parish Council would contribute the other half.

Discussion was had on the condition of the steps and if Highways actually owned
them. Clerk to check. Discussion on an alternative rail such as a scaffold type rail
which would likely be much cheaper. Clerk to obtain quotes. The resident stated they
would likely not contribute to a scaffold type hand rail. In principle the Parish Council
were happy to go halves but need to look at options and permissions required.

CliIr C Brian re-enters the room

16. To consider the current bench locations around the parish and consider
request for a memorial bench. Resolve actions and expenditure
The resident requesting a memorial bench had sent some suggestions with one
being at the top of Zion Hill. Clir C Brian to obtain the contact details of the land
owner as permission would be required. Clerk to respond to the resident and state in
principle this would be supported, although it may take a few months to organise. It
was suggested a small, slatted bench which would be easy to maintain and repair
like the Ruscombe phone box bench.

17. To consider a request from a parishioner to fund old photos to be printed for
archives of Whiteshill and Ruscombe
A parishioner has a number of old photos to be printed which would ultimately come
to the Parish Council for the archives and she was asking if the Parish Council would
be prepared to pay for these to be printed at a cost of approx £100. A number of
previous photos have already been printed. It was resolved that this could come out
of the grants budget and if the invoice was made out to the Parish Council it could be
paid directly. Clir T Boultwood suggested that he could make an archive website for
these to also go on digitally for everyone to access. Clerk to put Clir T Boultwood and
parishioner in contact to discuss. It was also suggested the parishioner could be
invited to the Annual Parish Meeting to show the photos.
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18. To resolve the Annual Parish Meeting agenda
This was resolved, inviting the grant receivers, the Whiteshill and Ruscombe
Biodiversity Action, and the speedwatch group to give talks.
A food list will also be circulated.

19. Finance and formal notices
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of
Competence
e Report on current financial position
This was circulated and resolved
e The following payments were approved in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £1118.63
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,) £ 67.50
Peter Studd Maintenance £ 429.00
20. Next meeting dates
e Thursday 27" March Planning 7.30pm
e Thursday 10" April Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm
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