LOCAL COUNCIL
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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805
Email: cletk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 13" February 2025 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs C Brian, N Pitel, J Matthews, K Atkins, K Vizor-
Beard, T Boultwood, C Mustoe, Clerk — Helen Dunn, Parishioners x 1

1.

To note apologies for absence
Clir N Webster, District Clir J Edmunds, County ClIr S Williams

Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve
any dispensations.
Clir K Vizor-Beard - Item 12 Bus shelter quote

Public 10 minutes

A member of the village shop committee spoke about the replacement of the village
shop and that it would need the support of the Parish Council. Very early days but
would be looking at a slightly bigger building and made from brick instead of a
portacabin. Would be looking for grants and also at a renewable energy building. The
committee would like a working group set up of a couple of members from the shop
and also from the Parish Council.

To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 9t January 2025
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

Chairs announcement
None

Report from County Councillor

A report had been circulated and included information on GCC Climate report
revealing reduction in Carbon emissions; £3m extra for new SEN school; Budget;
and a Digital Technology conference

Report from District Councillor

A report had been circulated and included information on the planning changes with
regards to Government reforms which now means SDC only have 3.24 years of Land
Supply which is below the required Syear supply.

Local Plan Update with Inspectors withdrawing the Draft Local Plan due to
information not met with regards to the M5 upgrades of Junction 12 and 14, and also
the Sharpness travel plans

Various committees and links to recordings; Full council looking at litter and anti-
social behaviour, play areas, health inequalities and nature recovery with the budget
reflecting these plans
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8. Report from Officer of the Council

Clerk attended a recent Health and Safety Course — Risk assessments will be
updated in line with this training.

Ruscombe Spring sign has been delivered. Clir J Matthews offered to put this up.
Location and visibility to be checked.

Date required for site meeting for various actions to be completed — resolved as
13" March at 5.30pm

Rat trap purchased — Clirs to set up accordingly in container

Football club contacted and they have come back with suggestions on keeping
container clear and recommendations for the pitch in terms of additional play
equipment being purchased.

Allotment plot holder told of rent increases to begin in October

Granite dust for boules pitch ordered and delivered.

Events calendar planning to be in WaRbler and to organise a date later.
Memorial bench request from resident — to be looked at, at next site meeting.
Bench survey for the whole parish to consider, also Ruscombe phone box bench
and its location. Clirs to look at possible locations around the parish.

Victory Road footpath / road. Clerk to follow up with County Clir as this isn’t
moving forward due to lack of funds.

9. Planning and Environment

Applications
o S.25/0165/HHOLD Craigston, Field Road, Whiteshill,
Erection of a single storey ground floor side extension & first floor rear
extension over existing flat roof.
Clirs noted the application and gave no further comments
Permissions

10. Events report

Summer Party in the Playing Field
Discussion on the need for more volunteers — A5 sign-up sheet to go out with the
WaRbler for responses; size of the event and how much to advertise — stay within
the parish; numbers of people in line with the events notice; Clerk use SDC Event
management guidelines (from H&S course) for Risk assessments, also Martyn’s
law legislation; ensure No / Limited Parking is publicised; all Clirs need to
participate to help make it work and show Council are involved;
o Toresolve a budget
No budget received, to be resolved at the next meeting

11. Playing field

To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure

Clir R Charley had met with the contractor to flail the field, and this will go ahead
in the next month.

To receive updates on the play equipment project - to receive basketball hoop
relocation and surfacing quotes and resolve; to resolve locations for basketball
hoop and table tennis table

In principle the quote of £2,215.20 for the re-siting of the basketball hoop was
agreed. However discussion occurred on the locations and potential levelling
required for both the basketball hoop and the table tennis table. It was resolved to
discuss this at the site meeting on March 13" and combine with looking at the
size of the football pitch (which was voted by the majority to stay at the same size
as it was now, not going smaller or bigger).
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e To receive updates on new notice board and signage for the entrance to the
Playing Field. Resolve design
A couple of minor amendments were made, and all Clirs resolved the design for
the Clerk to order.

e To resolve digger costs and plans for bike ramps; to resolve carpet policy for bike
ramps
The digger and driver for this will be free of charge, however discussion occurred
as to how much the digger could do and what would be required to be done by
hand tools. It was decided to have a look at this on site on 13" March. Discussion
on access to water and it was resolved that due to no direct access to a water
source, the users would need to use water carriers and bring it down when
required
The carpet policy was also discussed and again this was decided to be looked at
on site on 13" March

e To resolve replacement litter bins and expenditure
Clerk had circulated the condition of the current bin and some options for a
replacement. It was resolved to purchase a new bin at £305.00

e To resolve moss killer to remove moss from playing area surfacing
It was resolved to purchase an environmentally green moss killer for the
maintenance contractor to remove moss from the playing surfaces.

e To receive quote for removal of brambles from play area where roundabout is
due to go.
Two quotes were received and Clirs resolved to go with the maintenance
contractor to remove

e To note condition of hopscotch on the playing area and resolve new slabs and
paint to put numbers on
The maintenance contractor had cleared the grass from the hopscotch area
which revealed broken slabs. It was resolved to purchase new ones plus paint to
re-do the numbers

12. Highways and Footpaths

e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Ruscombe Road crack has been temporarily filled and continues to be assessed.
Ruscombe Spring wall to be assessed for its current condition before any
vegetation can be removed from it. The wall would be Highways responsibility

e To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and
expenditure
Quote for Land Registry applications confirmed. Group applying for funding for
land not in the parish. Clerk to ask the group for a map of the paths they are
aiming to register.

o To receive updates from Speedwatch group
No report

e To note recent bus shelter damage to tiles and resolve repairs and expenditure
Clir K Vizor-Beard declared an interest. Clirs resolved the quote of £80 to repair
the bus shelter roof.

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and
expenditure within the agreed plan
The notes from the previous meeting had been circulated. It was now suggested that
the bird boxes made at the proposed work shop will be for the trees in the playing
field so as to have a community benefit.
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14. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: E-mail protocol and
Social media / communications
All CliIrs resolved the policies remain fit for purpose

15. To resolve actions and expenditure for the War Memorial railings
A quote of £76.00 to purchase materials was resolved by all. Clirs C Brian and K
Vizor-Beard to paint the railings

16. To resolve works proposed by resident of Rock Terrace on cobbled path and
handrail for Ruscombe Spring area
Carried over to next month

17. To resolve the renewal of the allotment lease, noting increase in rent, and
resolve actions and expenditure
This was agreed, noting the increase from £100 per year to £200 per year for the
rent. Clir R Charley signed with the Clerk witnessing.

18. To begin the review of the Neighbourhood Development Plan. To put together a
working group.
Clirs K Atkins and R Charley to be involved. Clerk to obtain initial quotes from
consultants to help guide the process.

19. To resolve to renew the Community Assets again (due this year)
Clerk to circulate the assets currently registered and begin the paperwork to renew.

20. To respond to the Government Consultation: Strengthening the standards and
conduct framework for local authorities in England
Clirs resolved to respond using the guideline responses from GAPTC

21. Finance and formal notices
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of
Competence
e Report on current financial position
This has been circulated and resolved at the meeting
e The following payments were resolved in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £1118.63
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,) £ 63.99
Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00
Little Printing Company Spring WaRbler £ 395.00
WA&R Allotment Association | Path maintenance £ 60.00
Julia Currie Allotment lease annual fee £ 200.00
CR Signs Ruscombe Spring sign £ 30.00
Edge IT Microsoft protection for Clerk account £ 36.30
22. Next meeting dates
e Thursday 27" February Planning 7.30pm
e Thursday 13" March Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30pm
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