
Biodiversity meeting notes 

Tuesday 4th January 2025 

Present: Cllr Nigel Pitel, Volunteers: Helen Pitel, Penny Newton, Jenny Slater, Sue Richards, Elspeth 

Williams, Richard Szymanski, Ker Browning, Peter Keevil and John Ward. 

Apologies:  Chris Tracey, Lorraine Trowers Sally Deacon, Barbara Hollman and Roy Badham 

Communication 

Peter led the meeting which focused on communication 

Internal Communication.  

Peter led a discussion of how effectively groups members are communicating with each other. A 
number of ideas were discussed 

It was agreed that the current format of one-hour meetings was working very well. However, an 
improvement would be to start meetings with a slot for updates so that we could inform each other of 
recent developments. 

Creating subgroups, for example for communication, is the way forward. Empowered devolution 

It was agreed not to create a WhatsApp group-group emails are sufficient. However, WhatsApp might 
be useful for subgroups. 

John asked for a discussion of the Big Picture, to put our work into the context of local, national and 
international developments. It was agreed to do this in November. 

External Communication. 

The catalyst for this discussion is the imminent distribution of Wild spaces booklets with the March 
distribution of the WaRbler. 

We need to find opportunities to influence residents but equally we need to be careful and sensitive to 
the opposing views about gardening/farming for wildlife held by some. For example, those who wish to 
see well mown graveyards out of respect for loved ones. 

The warbler, the local facebook page, which has 2500 followers and posters are all seen as effective 
ways of communicating our work. 

Penny circulated a draft planner before the meeting which could incorporate communication 

Peter wants to create a communication sub-committee and asked for volunteers to meet and work 
together. Penny, Nigel and Ker volunteered. 

There was also a discussion about renaming the group. We agreed to return to this. 

Recording 

Following up from last meeting 

• Peter offered to record Ruscombe chapel 
• Sue offered to record at the area of scrub just below the gardens of Middle Spring and 

Ruscombe Lake 



• Helen offered to record plants in the orchard 
• Sally has offered to record plants at the Village Green 
• Nigel will ask Nickie to record her field at the top of the throat 
• Elspeth offered to record the Victorian graveyard at the parish church 
• Elspeth and Richard offered to record at any of the remaining locations 

The only remaining location is the forest school site 

The meeting closed at 8.00 with several of the group adjourning to the Star. 

Next meeting March 4th 2025 at Ludlow Green Inn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


