LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

Parish councl " QUALITY n

WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805
Email: cletk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 9t January 2025 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs C Brian, N Pitel, J Matthews, K Atkins, K Vizor-
Beard, T Boultwood, N Webster, Clerk — Helen Dunn, Parishioners x 6

1. To note apologies for absence
Clir C Mustoe, District Clir J Edmunds and County Clir S Williams

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda and where required to resolve
any dispensations.
Clir C Brian — item 16, pecuniary interest

3. Public 10 minutes
Two residents of Rock Terrace were in attendance to ask the Parish Council
permission to re-lay the red bricks at Ruscombe Spring area with grey cobble stones
instead as this was felt less slippery that the current red bricks; and to also install a
metal handrail on the steps from the Spring up to the road as there currently isn’t one
and it would therefore make it safer. They would do this at their expense as a
donation to the Parish Council whilst they are also having their own works done.
They have spoken with the neighbours who are all supportive.
Other parishioners were members of the Biodiversity Group and hoped that the
Parish Council would support the proposals being put forward for the parish.

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12" December 2024
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

5. Chairs announcement
Clir R Charley thanked everyone for their food contributions for the volunteer
Christmas evening and noted the event went well.

6. Report from County Councillor
The report had been circulated and included information on Integrated Care System
Winter Plan; Budget; Standards of Conduct; Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment; Fix
My Street; and Mobile Connectivity Survey

7. Report from District Councillor
The report had been circulated on humerous committees and links to watch these on
line.

8. Report from Officer of the Council
No report
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9. Planning and Environment
e Applications
No applications
e Permissions
o S.24/1792/VAR The Cut Main Road Whiteshill
Removal of Condition 7 from S.13/0508/FUL to reinstate Permitted
Development rights.

10. Events report
o Summer Party in the Playing Field — to begin plans
A date was set for Saturday 28" June
Discussion on car parking was had, it was mentioned publicising the bus service,
car sharing, stating there is minimal parking available, looking at alternative
parking fields.
Other areas discussed:

o WaRbler article saying about events can only go ahead with volunteers
taking part, and this needs to be emphasized.

o The number of events that take place in the village, by various
organisations and if there is a way to co-ordinate this better so as not to
become ‘overwhelmed’ with events. Also to ensure there are enough
volunteers without causing any issues. It was decided to contact all
organisers of events and arrange a meeting to discuss this and look at
some form of Village calendar.

e To resolve purchase of hi-viz
A number of plain hi-viz are in the container. Clir N Webster to see how many
and offered to organise to have them printed on the back with either “Whiteshill
and Ruscombe Parish Council” or “Volunteer”. Clir N Webster also has two
yellow hi-viz with “Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council” on the back. One to
be arranged to be given to the maintenance man

11. Playing field
e To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
o To note maintenance report and consideration of new bin / bin lid for car
park bin
Recent report from Maintenance man on the bin in the car park and that
someone had taken the lid off to fly tip lots of raw meat. Consideration of
a new bin or lockable lid (current lid lock is faulty). Clirs believed bins did
lock, Clerk to liaise with maintenance man on this
e To receive reports for play equipment and path, resolve next steps
The purchase order has now been submitted. Clir N Webster and Clerk met with
the contractor on Monday and looked at some locations for the table tennis table
and basketball hoop. Clir J Matthews will measure out how far the boggy patch
goes when it rains to see if it impacts proposed locations. Clerk to ask
maintenance man for quote to remove brambles in the playing area. Currently
waiting for quote for the basketball relocation. Works are likely to begin after
Easter.
o To receive updates on new notice board and signage for the entrance to the
Playing Field. Resolve actions and costs
Clerk submitted the information at the beginning of December and currently
chasing up
o To discuss bike ramp maintenance and working parties potentially requiring a
digger, and carpets. Resolve costs
Clir K Vizor-Beard has been in contact with the users. The works done recently
hadn’t been done by the usual youths and it’s not known who has done it;
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however they have been checked and the works are deemed to be safe.
Discussion occurred on having a mini digger to complete all the scraping off of
the tops of the ramps to give them definition, there was debate about whether this
was needed as it would occur costs and if it should be done by hand with the
current tools available. It was mentioned that a mini digger may be able to be
obtained free. This to be confirmed along with a plan of what the digger could
achieve at the next meeting.

A discussion on carpets protecting the ramp was also had and the need for a
policy to be in place so as it doesn'’t like they have been dumped. It is noted the
need for carpets to protect the ramps, but also the need for it to be looked after,
especially as located in an AONB. This to be looked at for the next meeting.

To resolve 2025 / 2026 grass contractor quote

Clirs resolved to continue with TW Hawkins for the grass cutting and line marking
of the playing field.

12. Highways and Footpaths

To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure

No report

To receive Footpath working group report and resolve any actions and costs in
relation to Land Registry for registering new footpaths

The group confirmed that the MP was unable to access the Land Registry and
therefore costs could be approximately £340 to contact land owners. Clirs
resolved to approve the funding ready for when the group need it.

To receive updates from Speedwatch group

The group are due to do a watch this week. Discussion on whether a 20mph
speed roundel could be had on Ruscombe Road. Noting that the VAS shows up
as a sad face when still in the 30mph area and cars are within that limit.

To resolve any costs associated with the Ruscombe phone box bench

Clir R Charley said a budget of approx £120 should cover the costs of thicker
wood to replace the current slats complete with fixings. Clirs approved this.

13. To receive report from biodiversity working group and resolve any actions and
expenditure
The Wild Spaces booklets will need to go out with the WaRbler in February.
The meeting of the Biodiversity Group last week focused on mapping and recording.
A discussion on resurrecting the annual RSPB Bird Watch. Time is limited, and so it
was resolved for the Clerk to print out the survey to be delivered to every household
for this year, with the aim for it to be digital next year. This needs to be done for the
end of January.

To resolve designating the Orchard a wild space with the Butterfly Conservation.
Clirs resolved this to be registered

To resolve having a hedge on the orchard, and putting in place plans for deciding
a location and costs

This needs a meeting on the playing field to discuss the best options of location,
planting and future maintenance

To resolve having bug hotels in places around the orchard

Clirs resolved to support this, and also noted that bug hotels could go anywhere.
To resolve a bird / bat box making workshop and the funding of this

Clirs resolved to support this and the cost of £72.00

To resolve supporting the Swift project

Clirs resolved to support this and will await further details with regards to spec
and design of slats as it will need to be bespoke to fit the windows of the Church
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

e To resolve peat free recommendations for the parish
Whilst noting not enforceable, Clir R Charley will write in the WaRbler supporting
this proposal. This and other biodiversity / climate actions can feed into the NDP,
which needs to begin being reviewed.

To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Strategic Business
Plan, Expenses, Bike Ramp Risk Assessments
Other than a few grammatical changes, Clirs agreed the policies were fit for purpose

To consider the repainting of the War Memorial railings, resolve actions and
costs

Clirs C Brian and K Vizor-Beard will assess the railings and bring plans and costs
back to the next meeting

To receive an e-mail from residents proposing works by Ruscombe Spring and
resolve actions for this

This was discussed after the public 10 minutes session. Clir C Brian left the room.
Clirs thanked the residents for their offer of doing the works. Questions asked were if
there was any history behind the red bricks and asked when the steps were put in
place. If it was a health and safety hazard then potentially this would be supported to
make it better. Long term the Parish Council would be responsible as this land is
owned by them. Therefore Clirs asked for a full plan of works with a spec of the
cobble stones. Also for a copy of their contractors public liability and insurances to
carry out the works. Clerk to liaise with the residents and have the information
together for the February agenda, with the plans for the works to be carried out in
March.

It had been noted that the drinking water sign is no longer in position. Clerk to look
for a replacement.

CliIr C Brian re-enters the room

To receive updates for the renewal of the allotment lease and resolve actions
and expenditure
e To resolve rent for allotments — any increase to begin from October 2025
It was resolved to increase the rent from £7.50 for half a plot to £10 and full plots
from £15 to £20 as of October 2025
e To discuss and resolve expenditure towards allotment pathways
It was resolved to make up the shortfall of £60 for the association to complete the
works

Finance and formal notices
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of
Competence
o Report on current financial position
This had been circulated and resolved at the meeting
e To resolve the precept
Clir R Charley proposed, and K Vizor-Beard seconded, with all Clirs agreeing
that the precept is frozen as the same amount as last year of £ 44,030.00
o To resolve the internal auditor for year end
Clirs resolved to continue with lain Selkirk
e The following payments were resolved in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £1118.63
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,) £53.10
Village Hall Half Santa Grotto donations £ 114.39
R Charley Volunteer thank you expenses £ 63.50
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TW Hawkins Grass cutting and lining £ 826.95
Peter Studd Maintenance £ 329.00
CPRE Annual membership £ 36.00
19. Next meeting dates
e Thursday 23™ January  Planning 7.30pm
e Thursday 13" February Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm
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