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Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council 
Biodiversity Policy 

 

Our Ambition 

The ambition for Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish is to have a nature filled landscape that is fully 
enjoyed by its community.  It will have thriving wildlife corridors that join up with neighbouring 
parishes, providing our wildlife safe refuge and safe passage from one area to another.   

Wherever the opportunity arises we will protect and enhance the quality of the natural habitats in our 
parish, with the aim of creating a resilient, healthy environment for future generations.  

Our Overarching Aims 

• Protect and increase biodiversity in our Parish.  
• Raise awareness of the importance of biodiversity around us by developing the understanding 

and involvement of all our residents in protecting and enhancing the natural environment.  
• Enable and facilitate others to take actions themselves to help protect and enhance the 

natural environment.  

Our methods 

• Set up an inclusive group for the parish, to take this policy forward. 
• Develop an action plan with key targets and stakeholders identified. 
• Involve local residents to assess the current ecological position. (Base line data) 
• Include biodiversity in all decisions made by the parish council. 
• Understand, and comment appropriately, with regard to the impact on biodiversity when 

appraising planning applications. 
• Develop an engagement plan to ensure community involvement is a key aspect of nature 

recovery.   
• Work with neighbouring parishes to develop the wider landscape scale nature recovery.  

Assessing the impact of our actions 

• Record changes to the environment as a result of our efforts.  
• Agree timescales for monitoring changes and assessing key indicators 
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