
Biodiversity meeting notes 

Tuesday 7th January 2025 

Present: Cllr Nigel Pitel, Volunteers:, Helen Pitel, , Penny Newton, Jenny Slater, Sue Richards Chris Tracey, 

Elspeth Williams, Richard Szymanski. Roy Badham of Randwick PDC also attended 

Apologies:  Peter Keevil, Britt Dyer, Carolyn Pashby, Sally Deacon and Barbara Hollman.  

Mapping and recording  

Elspeth led the meeting which focused on Mapping and Recording 

Welcomes and scene setting.  

Elspeth introduced the meeting by outlining the aims of mapping and recording. She outlined progress 
to date and discussed the reasons for the choice of irecord for recording.  

Nigel demonstrated how irecord works and looked at the 139 records that were logged in 2024. 

Discussion of recording methods. 

Elspeth prosed that we identified key habitats for wildlife in our two villages and recorded at least 3 
times (monthly between April and September would be the ideal) a year at those locations. This was 
agreed. A discussion with aim of identifying these key locations followed. 

The following locations were suggested 

• The village orchard 
• The Victorian graveyard at the parish church 
• The Chapel graveyard and village Green (with a particular emphasis on recording newly 

introduced wildflowers) 
• Ruscombe lake 
• The forest school site 

• An area of scrub just below the garden of Red Pole 

• Field at the top of the Throat 

AP Nigel to send a group email in February to ask for volunteers to champion these specific sites and 

ensure they are monitored. 

In addition to this, Elspeth prosed that we identified key species in our two villages which are to be 
recorded at least once a year. This was agreed. A discussion with aim of identifying these key species 
followed. 

The following were suggested 

• Frogs 
• The annual parish bird survey, to coincide with the RSPB garden birdwatch 
• Swifts 
• Hedgehogs 
• Bats 
• Slow worms 
• Grass snakes 



• Orchids 
• Number and location of badger sets 

Jenny is taking responsibility for resurrecting the annual bird survey on January 24th/25th 2025. Sue, 
Nigel, Chris and Richard all volunteered to help distribute the survey. It was suggested that this 
should go paperless in 2026 

AP Sue and Penny to liaise and write a 200-300 word article about swifts for the June edition of the 
Warbler  

AP Nigel to send a group email in February to ask for volunteers to cover these specific species and to  
co-ordinate recording them 
 

      AP Nigel to contact Sally about recording frogs 

      It was agreed that the group should revisit this theme in January 2026 to review progress in 2025     
      and discuss ideas for 2026 
 
      The meeting closed at 8.05 with several of the group adjourning to the Star. 

Next meeting February 4th 2025 at Church Gate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


