
Biodiversity meeting notes 

Tuesday 5th November 2024 

Present: Cllr Nigel Pitel, Volunteers:, Helen Pitel, Britt Dyer, Jonathan Edmunds, Penny Newton, John Ward, 

Elspeth Williams, Richard Szymanski. Roy Badham of Randwick PDC also attended 

Apologies: Cllr Nickie Webster,  Peter Keevil, Jenny Slater Cllr Kris Atkins Alison Birch, Carolyn Pashby, 

James Pattenden, Ker Browning, Sue Richards, , and Barbara Hollman, Sally Deacon, Chris Tracey,  

Developing our Action Plan  

Nigel led the meeting which focused on the final two themes (Supporting wildlife and Promoting & 

Communicating the Policy & Actions) of our Action Plan.  

Participants split into two groups, one for each theme for thirty minutes before reporting back.  

Theme One Supporting wildlife 

 Penny led this group.  

There are four immediate priorities 

• Bird box making workshop led by Sally Deacon 

• Erecting swift boxes at suitable locations around the village, perhaps the parish church. 

• Planting a wildlife hedge on the village field. This could be turned into a community event with 

families, and organisations being allocated a small length, perhaps 3 metres of the hedge and taking 

responsibility for planting it. 

• Bug hotels in the orchard 

In the medium to long term the parish could consider the following. 

• Making a pond in the orchard 

• Dead hedging on the playing field 

• Hedgehog presentation in the village hall by Hedgehog Rescue with possibility of hedgehog activity 

then monitored through the Peoples’ Trust for endangered species. 

• Encouraging residents  to develop their gardens for wildlife through 

o Rain gardens 

o Discouraging the use of pesticides 

o Participating in the BTO annual bird survey/Big butterfly count 

o Having a section for pollinator friendly plants at the annual plant sale 

Theme two Promoting & Communicating the Policy & Actions 

Nigel led this group which proposed that 

A talk for residents should be arranged in the Village Hall. This could focus on, for example, bats or 

hedgehogs in the village and would be led by an expert on the subject. This was suggested by Roy and 

reflects the approach taken by Randwick PC which is trying to raise awareness of wildlife issues in their 

village as the foundation on which Biodiversity policy would be built and embedded. It was suggested that 

the meetings could be interactive, and that cheese and wine could be provided afterwards. 



For communicating policy, it was agreed that all channels should be used. But it was also argued that 

communications should be joined up and focused on particular events and initiatives in the village. This 

would be better than scatter gun approach to communication.  The following means could be used to 

promote a talk in the village hall or tree planting 

• An article in the warbler 

• The village Facebook page and Parish website. 

• Stroud DC’s communication team. Jonathan said he would have a word with Rachel Lithgow about 

the possibility promoting Biodiversity actions within the parish. 

• The notice board in the village shop. 

• Laminated notices around the village. 

Next meeting January 2nd 2025 (no December meeting) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


