
Biodiversity meeting notes 

Tuesday 3rd September 2024 

Present: Cllr Nigel Pitel, Volunteers: Jenny Slater, Helen Pitel, Peter Keevil, Elspeth Williams, Chris Tracey, 

Lorraine Trowers, Carolyn Pashby, Sue Richards, Penny Newton, Britt Dyer, Richard Szymanski, John Ward 

and Sally Deacon,  

Apologies: Cllr Nickie Webster, Alison Birch, James Pattenden, Ker Browning, Kris Atkins, Louise Scott, and 

Barbara Hollman 

Britt Dyer was welcomed as a new member of our group. 

 

Developing our Action Plan 

Peter led the meeting which focused on the first two themes (Mapping and Recording and Wild 
Spaces) of our Action Plan. 

The context is the Parish Council’s own biodiversity policy in which it states: 

 

He reminded the meeting of all the current themes in our draft action plan, which are: 

Draft Action Plan Themes 
 
Mapping and recording 
 
Wild Spaces 
 
Appreciation of nature 
 
Engaging people – adults and children 
 
Promoting and communicating the policy and actions 
 

 

The group then noted that Helen Dunn had kindly agreed to set time aside at the 28 November Parish 
Council meeting for councillors to meet up with the Biodiversity Group and have a quality discussion 
about the ideas the Group are currently generating, in order to begin to help implement the Parish 
Council’s new biodiversity policy.  

 

“The ambition for Whitehill and Ruscombe Parish is to have a nature filled landscape………It will have 
thriving wildlife corridors……..….Wherever the opportunity arises we will protect and enhance the 
quality of the natural habitats in our parish…. 

 



The group agreed to devote its meetings in October and November to prepare the ground for the 28 
November meeting with the Parish Council. 

The meeting then devoted the remainder of its time to work on the first 2 themes in its draft action 
plan (Mapping and Recording and Wild Spaces) and split into two groups for twenty minutes and then 
reported back. 

Theme One Wild Spaces 

Penny led this group. 

This sub group started out by reviewing the current situation in the village concerning Wild Spaces, 
which is that: 

• the church has formally registered the Victorian part of its graveyard as a Wild Space 
• the chapel has formally registered its graveyard as a Wild Space 
• the Parish Council has formally registered the Village Green as a Wild Space. 

Allison has reported that she can no longer attend the Tuesday meetings of the Group, but still wants 
to keep in close contact with us. She has been the main driver of the chapel designating its graveyard 
as a Wild Space. She intends to take the lead in maintaining this area well and asked for anyone to 
help her out with the provision of a scythe and yellow rattle seeds. Peter agreed to put her in touch  
with folks who can help her. She also asked if there was anyone in the community who could help out 
with the manual labour! 

The sub group then went onto acknowledge the great work that the Parish Council has done in recent 
years to protect the Orchard too and the bank to the East of the Orchard as a nature haven, and 
recommended that this area should be registered by the Parish Council as a Wild Space. They will 
make this recommendation to the Parish Council at their meeting with them on 28 November. 

The sub group then went to explore how the Parish Council might want to move onto implement the 
part of its biodiversity policy “to enhance the quality of the natural habitats in our parish”. 

 The subgroup reported its early thinking to the whole meeting. The early thinking included these 
following possible ideas, all of which need further thought before they are ready for discussion with 
the Parish Council: 

• To encourage biodiversity, a hedge could be planted along the Western edge of the Orchard. 
The Woodland Trust could provide the plants but the Council would need to pay for protective 
tubes and wood chip (although this could be supplied by our tree surgeons on their next visit.) 
The group would volunteer to plant and maintain the hedge. 

• A winding path could be mown through the Orchard to encourage children especially to 
discover and appreciate the biodiversity there? 

• Bug hotels could be established on this path- This could link into our community engagement 
approach, especially involving the primary school? 

• The idea of a pond/old bath filled with water was discussed, although it was accepted that this 
could be problematic 

• Residents to be encouraged to register their Gardens as Wild Spaces. This to be promoted in 
the March edition of the Warbler/Facebook/distribution of Wild Spaces booklets. 



AP A small group would explore all these issues in more detail and will be ready to share their more 
considered thoughts with the Parish Council on 28 November. 

 

Theme Two Mapping and Recoding 

AP The mapping of the village to be completed by the end of November. Following the advice of Stroud 
Valleys Project, extra categories to be used 

• Scrub 
• Orchard 
• Wetland/Slad 

Chris, Elspeth, Britt, Nigel, John and Richard to liaise to work together to achieve this. 

AP Nigel to add Jenny’s field numbers to the large scale colour map. 

AP Nigel and Elspeth to meet to try to overcome difficulties of accessing records on irecord 

AP To make the recording project more focused by identifying and concentrating on key locations in 
the Parish. 

New Theme for the Action Plan 

It was agreed that a sixth theme should be added to the Action plan-Supporting wildlife. The initial 
focus here would be on trying to attract more swifts to our parish. Another possible focus here could 
also be to enhance the protection of hedgehogs, a family of which currently live near Barrowfield Rd: 
Sally Deacon is already involved in this topic. 

AP Sue and Penny to meet with an expert on swifts who is coming to meet them to advise on suitable 
locations for Swift boxes. This could link into our community engagement theme. For example in 
making swift boxes. 

AP The Group will return to this new theme at its meeting either in Oct or Nov, and will hope to be able 
to share early thinking with the Parish Council on 28 November. 

The meeting closed at 20.20 with three members of the group adjourning to the Star for further 
discussion. 

Next meeting to be held at Church Gate Tuesday 1st October at 7pm 

 

 

 

 

 


