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From the Parish Council Chairman

Spring 2024
Dear Farishioners

A successful day was had working on the bike ramps
with a company Blke leading on methods and
techniques of managing earth ramps. This hopefully
will be the first of regular half day work parties held to
ensure the ramps are as safe as can be possible for the
users. Any volunteer help is welcome — please do let
our clerk know if you are able to join these work
parties (one, some or all, whatever time you have).
The users of the bike ramps have done a fantastic job
to date in managing and maintaining the ramps and
this will continue. The Parish Council is aiming to
provide a little more help for the heavier aspects of the
work.

Elections are happening across Stroud District this
May. These are for Town and Parish Councillors, Dis-
trict Councillors and the Police and Crime Commission-
er. If people are interested in helping with elections,
you can contact Stroud District Council to offer your
services. There are a number of roles that are paid.

We welcome the co-option of Claire Mustoe onto the
council , some of you may already know her from vol-
unteering in the village shop.

The Parish Council is setting up a working group to
develop and implement a Biodiversity Action Plan for
the parish. We do have quite a number of experts on
biodiversity and nature in the village, so if any of you
out there want to be involved, please do get in touch.
We will be having some initial meetings within the next
month or so to discuss how this group works, what
data we need to collate and how we develop an action
plan for the parish to increase the biodiversity and help
our nature’s recovery.

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council’s aim is to make the parish
a pleasant place to live
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| would like to stress that our Parish
Council will always support equality
and diversity and the council does not
support hate speech or aggression.
We have and equality policy to rein-
force this, and welcome the breadth
of diversity within the two villages in
our Parish. On that note | wish every-
one a very happy, peaceful and pros-
perous 2024.

Rebecca Charlcg, FParish Council

Cl‘lairman

Parish
Elections
And May
1024

This May we have the Parish elections
taking place, so | will be sending out in-
formation on this over the next few
months. If you wish to become a Parish
Councillor, please do get in touch, and |
can get you a nomination pack to com-
plete to stand. To be able to vote in this
years election you will need voter ID.

Stroud’s next scheduled elections are
taking place on Thursday 2 May 2024
and electors will now be required to
present photo ID at the polling station
before a ballot paper can be issued.
Here's all you need to know about Voter
ID.

The full list of the accepted forms of
photo ID can be found on the Electoral
Com-missions website
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/
voting-and-elections/voter-id/accepted-forms
-photo-id
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Only original copies of documents can be
presented in the polling station. The photo
ID can be expired as long as the photo still
resembles you. Postal voters will not need to
present photo ID. If a proxy votes on your
behalf at the polling station they will be
asked to show their photo ID. Your proxy will
not be asked to show any ID in your name.

If you do not have an acceptable form of
photo ID, you can apply for a free of charge
Voter Authority Certificate at www.gov.uk/
apply-for-photo-id-voter-authority-
certificate.

Make sure you have applied by Wednesday
24th April 2024. For more information on
Voter ID, please go to Stroud District Coun-
cils' website https://www.stroud.gov.uk/
council-and-democracy/elections For enquir-
ies, please email elections@stroud.gov.uk or
call 01453 766321

Biodiversity and
Neighbourhood
Plans

There are now new Biodiversity policies in
place that the Parish Council have to
incorporate into our work. This involves
having an audit on the parish's assets and
seeing how we can enhance and protect
biodiversity. Is this something you have skills
and / or interest in. We would love to hear
from you as we put together a working
group of volunteers who would like to be
part of this in some way.


https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=a08a819cc8&e=a3433dd42d
https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=a08a819cc8&e=a3433dd42d
https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=a08a819cc8&e=a3433dd42d
https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=28c4ac5c71&e=a3433dd42d
https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=28c4ac5c71&e=a3433dd42d
mailto:elections@stroud.gov.uk
https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=253e9ea3df&e=a3433dd42d
https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=253e9ea3df&e=a3433dd42d
https://whiteshillandruscombe-pc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=04e1c49707dcaa7095d16eda9&id=253e9ea3df&e=a3433dd42d
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The Neighbourhood Development Plan
will also need updating and we can
include all the new biodiversity policies
within this and update it with climate
change polices too for all future develop-
ments. Were you part of the original
group who did this plan a few years ago,
would you like to be involved again, are
there others who would be interested in
helping update the plan for the commu-
nity? Please get in touch with the Parish
Clerk as this is a project we will be look-
ing at in the coming year.

The Parish Council are also looking at a
current scheme for e-bikes in the parish.
Volunteers would be required for this
and we are watching current trials to see
if this would be viable. Please get in
touch if interested.

Helen Dunn (BSc Hons)

Clerk to Whiteshill & Ruscombe Parish
Council Tel: 07941 171805
www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

FUTURE WARBLER
DEADLINES 2024

SUMMER 2024
Friday 26th April

AUTUMN 2024
Friday 26th July

WINTER 2024
Friday 18th October

Parish Council

Community Shop & Café

RUSCOMBE & WHITESHILI
®
Groceries | Organic Products | Cakes | Tea & Coffee | Cards | Crafts Wi

SHOP OPENING
TIMES FOR
EASTER & MAY
BANK HOLI-
DAYS

GOOD FRIDAY (29" March)
9.00am -11.00 am

EASTER SATURDAY (30"
March )
9.00am -1.00pm

EASTER SUNDAY (31%)
9.00 am -11.00 am

EASTER MONDAY (1* April)
9-00 am -11.00 am

MAY BANK HOLIDAY-
MONDAY
(6™ May)
9.00 am -11.00 am

SPRING BANK HOLIDAY-
MONDAY
(27" May)
9.00 am -11.00 am

The WaRbler



http://www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk/

The WaRbler

You will see that we have a few events
coming up in the next few weeks. Our
Annual General Meeting is on Monday 4th
March at 7.30 in the shop and if you would
like to attend please let the shop know by
email or on 01453 753147 or
wrvscafe@gmail.com.

SHOP ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING

MONDAY 4TH MARCH
AT 7.30 WITH DRINKS AND
NIBBLES. PLEASE LET US
KNOW IF YOU ARE COMING.

We would also like to hear from you if you
are interested in helping us to keep our
shop spick and span. Details below.

rSHOP CLEANER WANTED I

Paid work to keep our village
shop spick and span. We need
a cleaner for 2 hours every fort-

night with timings flexible.
Email wrvscafe@gmail.com o

r phone 01453 753247 if you

are interested.

if you can spare some time to join our
friendly team helping in the shop or café,
either regularly or on a
casual basis, then VOLUNTEER
please phone us on

01453 753247o0r just

by
pop in. y 1

Community
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Plant Sale

Outside Ruscombe &
Whiteshill Village Shop

Sunday
19th May
10am - 12am

Tea, coffee and cakes
available from the shop

If vou have plants to donate,
please drop them off
at the shop by 17th Mav.

All proceeds to
shop maintenance

Community Shop & Café

RUSCOMBE & WHITESHILL

Carscoriees | Orgrie Prechorts | Cabors | Tea & Coslies | Cars | Crafs. W



mailto:wrvscafe@gmail.com
mailto:wrvscafe@gmail.com
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WELCOME TO
Ruscombe & Whiteshill
Village Shop and Café

We are open every day
Monday — Friday:
9am — 5pm
Saturday: 9am — 1pm
Sunday: 9am — 11am

We have fresh bread,
groceries, frozen meat,
sweets, cards and crafts.

Order your newspaper
to collect from us.

Enjoy a light lunch or hot drink
and homemade cake in our café
overlooking the playing field.

Parking and WiFi.

Dogs welcome.

hed

Lower Street, Whiteshill, GL6 6AN
01453 753247

wrwscafe@gmail com
www.whiteshillvillageshopandcafe.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook

L]

Photo: Maggie Booth)

Boxing Day Walk

About thirty joined us for the traditional
village Boxing Day walk ... plus some four-
legged friends! Getting some air and
working up an appetite for lunch were
locals and visitors, friends and families
(three generations in a couple of cases!)
and some new faces.

After what might be described as a wet run
up to Christmas, we had the good fortune
that the rain had gone and the sky was
blue. The route worked slowly up to Rand-
wick Woods and then back down
Lightwood Lane - trying to avoid the worst
of the mud and puddles.

Many thanks to Maggie Booth for taking
the group photo.

Jeremy Riley & Clare Lucas

P 2
At |
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St Paul’s
Church

There is a feeling
of progress and |

activity in the air!

The church has been involved in the Two
Villages Festival with Arts and Crafts on
display, an ‘Open Mic’ night and the well
supported Festival of Light and Colour
which Maggie Booth has reported on else-
where.

There is still a mountain to climb but the
way ahead is beginning to be mapped out.
What is needed is ‘Time, Talent and
Money’. There are short-term and long-
term objectives.

We need about £3500 to cover the non-
insured repairs to the tower and at least
£11,000 to complete the repairs to the
guttering and roofing on the south side of
the building. Beyond that there is the need
for a replacement form of heating that is
not dependent on fossil fuels and re-
structuring of the internals of the nave to
make it more useful as a resource for the
whole community. This will not be
achieved through fundraising alone and
we really need someone with experience
in applying for grants. This will be helped
by the church having now been placed on
the Heritage at Risk register and the
support of the National Church Building
Council and the Gloucester Diocese.

The committee structure has been
changed to allow people to better focus on
the three aims mentioned above, whether
they are regular church-goers or just keen
to see the building become valuable for

Community
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the whole community.

With the completion
of the work on the
tower, the clock and
the bell are back
running. There is
now a dedicated
webpage for dona-
tions to the Renewal
and Renovation
Fund.
www.stroudparishchurches.org.uk
accessible through this QR code.

Thanks are due to all who have contributed
so far, including the Whiteshill and
Ruscombe Com-munity Solidarity group.

https://amplifystroud.com/2024-01-
whiteshill-community-strikes-back/.

In other news:

¢ We should soon see a St Paul’s Church
Facebook page.

¢ The ‘Church Near You’ website is now
being populated with more useful local-
ly relevant information. See
www.achurchnearyou.com/

church/14068/

O If you would like to be placed on the
email distribution list to keep up-to-
date then please contact Jonathan on
jonathan@bayly.org.

0 We now have a cleaner, Freya, so we
will be opening the main body of the
church during daylight hours.

¢ The main service of Holy Communion
on Easter Day will be 11.00am at the
Church of the Holy Spirit, Paganhill but
we are planning an informal service
aimed at families to be held at
Whiteshill.

(see over)


http://www.stroudparishchurches.org.uk
https://amplifystroud.com/2024-01-whiteshill-community-strikes-back/
https://amplifystroud.com/2024-01-whiteshill-community-strikes-back/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14068/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14068/
mailto:jonathan@bayly.org
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Rev. Kate Stacey, the Team Rector for the
nine Stroud Churches is moving on to a
new role leading on lifelong learning for
the Gloucester diocese. We will miss Kate
but pray for her and know she will make a
great success in her new position.
Jonathan Bayly

Carols Across the Valley
(Photos: Leon Mustoe)

In December you never quite know what
the weather will be like. | remember the
previous year we weren’t sure whether
to cancel or not. We didn’t and despite a
murky, chilly, evening, about forty people
turned up to sing carols. This time how-
ever, December 2023 was a different
story. It was a beautiful evening, very
mild and amazingly for Whiteshill, it
wasn’t windy at all.

| think there’s something about our love
of singing carols and the fact we meet
outside, that makes ‘Carols Across the
Valley’ such a popular family event. It
really gets you into the Christmas spirit
and it’s great to meet up at that time of
year. The shop did a roaring trade serv-
ing mulled wine and refreshments right
from the off and by 6.00pm over half of
the car park area was full of people.

Community
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Apologies if you were standing quite
away from the shop area and found it
hard to hear Simon announcing the
carols but no-one expected a crowd of
over a hundred people. We will try to
make it easier next time.

I would like to thank everyone who
made sure things ran smoothly as people
arrived also to the helpers with the
charity buckets who collected £192 for
Longfield Hospice, and to everyone who
worked in the shop that evening. The
proceeds from the shop sales came to
£167 which was kindly donated to the
Hospice. A big thank you to Leon Mustoe
and John Nicolle for lighting the area
around the shop so beautifully and to
John Pownell for playing the cornet and
keeping us in tune. A special thank you
to Rev. Simon Howell for bringing his
own inimitable style to the event,
helping to make the evening festive with
moments of reflection and a fair amount
of banter. Lastly a big thank you to
everyone who came to sing that

evening; together we raised a whopping
£359 for Longfield Hospice plus £75
through the Just Giving page. ‘Carols
Across the Valley’ will be back again this
December.
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St Paul’s Festival of Local
Arts & Crafts

(part of The Two Villages Winter Festival)

As Jenni Gardner has reported on page 10, a
quiz in the Village Hall on November 18"
kick-started ‘The Two Villages Winter Festival’
followed by a week of activities organised by
the Festival Committee. You could say these
were ‘tasters’ for the main event on Saturday
25" when all venues in our two villages,
including the church, threw open their doors
to welcome visitors.

Because St Paul’s needs money it was tempting
to organise a fund-raising event, but instead
we decided to turn the church into an
exhibition space to show off some of the
wonderful art and crafts produced by local
people. In all, fourteen crafts were on display
which included lacemaking, a doll’s house,
wooden toys, stained glass, embroidered
quilts, paintings and several more. There was
an art exhibition in the Nave by children from
Whiteshill Primary School and bunting in the
Lady Chapel made by children from Playgroup.
Visitors coming through the doors were
amazed to see such a wide variety of crafts on
display and the exhibitors quickly found them-
selves chatting away to people wanting to find
out more about their work. The children’s craft
table was also busy as | saw several children
clutching their sparkly Christmas garlands. Well
done to Carol for organising this activity.
Thanks also to Glenda, Maureen & Brian for
making and serving refreshments and an
especially big thank you to all the exhibitors for
taking part.

As well as the lovely comments about the
exhibition, it was interesting that for many of
the visitors it was the first time they had been
inside St Paul’s.

| heard several people saying what a
lovely church it is and hoped there
would be more things going on in the
future — it’s definitely what we intend to
do.

That evening the tempo of the day was
raised even higher by an ‘Open Mic’
session in the church - a rousing finale to
close the week’s events.

Maggie Booth
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New Local History Book

Whiteshill and Ruscombe

A history of two villages

Keith Davitte

Stroud Local History Society

As a member of the Stroud Local History
Society | have been acutely aware that
Whiteshill and Ruscombe have not featured
in the local exhibitions, unlike most other
villages. That was partly rectified in the
most recent exhibition of the society when |
arranged a display of the musical bands of
the two villages in the past.

My publication of the History of Whiteshill
and Ruscombe has also done much to raise
the profile of Whiteshill and Ruscombe in
historical terms throughout Stroud and
further afield. There was only so much of
the vast amount of information collected
that | could include, but | have a vast collec-
tion of interviews many recorded which will
form the basis of subsequent publications.

Community
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There is another opportunity to ensure
that the villages continue to have a raised
profile in a summer exhibition of the
Stroud History Society when the theme is
‘Old Roads’. | have already been alerted to
a former road from Kitesnest to
Pitchcombe which is no more. What other
roads are there which have dis-
appeared? Any help and assistance would
be appreciated,

The front cover shows children carrying
water from The Village Spring Ruscombe.

My email is keith.davitte@icloud.com

Keith Davitte

Two Villages Winter
Festival Report

A huge thanks to everyone who
participated in the Two Villages Winter
Festival. Not only did we have fun trying
out different activities (journal making,
Christmas card making & Gelli printing),
but we raised £170 each for The Village
Hall, The Guide Hut, The Village Shop, St
Paul’'s Church and Ruscombe Chapel/
School Room, plus the soup lunch raised
£80 for the Long Table. The Quiz was
hugely popular - special thanks must go to
Quiz Masters Chris, lan & Val.

The Open Mic session didn’t have a huge
audience, but the talented performers
were excellent and much appreciated.
Plans are already underway for this year’s
Festival, but feel free to let us know if you
have ideas for an activity or event, or if
you’d like to help in any way with the
organising.

Jenni Gardner


mailto:keith.davitte@icloud.com
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Festival of Light and
Colour : 21st December
20213

(Photos: Leon Mustoe)

It's not very often and certainly not in
recent years that people have queued to
get into our parish church but that’s
what happened on the evening of
Thursday 21° December.

Admittedly there were mums, dads and
grandparents who had come mainly to
see the school children singing but even
so the turn-out was fantastic. I've
organised many village events and you
always hope you get plenty of people
through the door, but I've never seen
anything like the support we got that
night. Every pew in the Nave was full to
bursting; every chair in the Lady Chapel
was taken. Fortunately, the choir stalls
were available, so members of the
Whiteshill & Ruscombe Community choir
had somewhere to sit. The church looked
at its best with the brasses gleaming, the
pews dusted, the crib lit, the Christmas
tree decorated and every corner of the
Nave bathed in colour thanks to Leon &
John.

Community
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As in the previous year the outside of St
Paul’'s was transformed by lights and
shone like a beacon for all to enjoy.

For me there were many special moments
that night ...David Hargreaves reading the
poem, ‘The Lion & Albert’ was one. The
look of pleasure on people’s faces as he
told the story in such an eloquent way will
stay with me for a long time.

The children processing into the church as
the lights dimmed, holding onto their can-
dle and singing ‘Once in Royal David’s
City, was another. It was the children’s
performance which stole the show of
course as they sang a medley from the
musical, ‘Matilda’ and a contemporary
Christmas song, ‘Knock Knock.” Their
singing, together with their enthusiasm
was a joy to watch.

Once again Rev. Simon was there to hold
everything together. | knew when he came
in with his keyboard that he had some-
thing in mind but he surprised us all with a
rendition of ‘Fairytale in New York.” If any-
one there had any preconceived ideas that
vicars are, shall we say a pretty staid lot,
that idea was quickly knocked on its head!
We are very fortunate Simon is able to
take part in our parish events as he is a
busy chap, involved with many churches in
the Stroud area.

We are also lucky to have had a small
team of helpers who ensured The Festival
of Light & Colour came together without a
hitch. A big thank you to Becca who played
the organ for us at short notice, also to
Angie and her team who lit and distributed
the candles and to Jenny who led the sing-
ing and the children into the church.
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Thanks also to Pam Keevil for her poem
‘Heaven’s Paintbox’ which she had written
especially for the Festival and to Jonathan
Bayly who reflected on the imagery of light
and colour and our Community Choir who
performed a selection of songs including
‘Hallelujah and ‘The Sound of Silence.” It
wouldn’t be a Christmas celebration without
singing carols and that too was an important
part of the evening with everyone joining in.

Before | finish this, there’s just a couple of
things | wanted to mention. Firstly, the
church needs more help, particularly as the
aim is to hold more fundraising events this
year. If you would like to join our Events
Team, please get in touch. Don’t hold back
just because you’re not a regular churchgoer,
I’'m not, but | do want our church to remain
open. My email address is below, or you can
contact Jonathan whose email address is
jonathan@bayly.org

| am pleased to say The Festival of Light &
Colour raised £625.43 including Gift Aid, plus
Contactless donations of £55 through scan-
ning the newly introduced QR code notice in
the church. There was an unexpected £20.20
donation afterwards - coins collected over
time, in a whisky jar.

Community
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Our thanks to the couple who had enjoyed
the Festival so much decided their coin
collection should be given to the church. If
that’s given you an idea to raise money for
St Paul’s, we would be thrilled and if you
need help with your fundraising, please let
us know. The church does have a ‘regular
giving’ scheme, if you would like to set up
a regular standing order, just let Jonathan
know.
Maggie Booth.
maggiebooth.photo@gmail.com

Stand for
What is Right

Suzy Kassem, the American writer and
philosopher, once wisely penned, "Stand
for what is right even if it means standing
alone."

On January 11, 2024, | found myself stand-
ing not alone, but shoulder to shoulder
with over 100 of my neighbours from
Whiteshill and Ruscombe. We braved a
cold and dark evening to celebrate
diversity, community, and solidarity.

As we lined Main Road, close to the very
supportive St Paul's Church, the true es-
sence of our villages became apparent — a
kaleidoscope of people of all ages, back-
grounds, colours, and beliefs coming
together in a vibrant display of unity and
solidarity. We were there with a singular
purpose: to stand up for our convictions
and unequivocally demonstrate the true
values of our community.

(continued on page 17)
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Home Cooking with
Hiorriet

Fishermans Pie

This recipe may look hard, but it's as
easy as pie. | usually make it on
Christmas Eve, and it

‘ goes down well.

It serves about 5 %

m people (4 adults and 2
children). It takes a

while to be cooked and prepared, |

would leave at least 2 hours to be

made in total. A real winter warmer
and treat.

Ingredients:

1.25kg potatoes

50g butter

100g soft cheese/cream cheese
500ml whipping cream

1 fresh lemon

1 teaspoon salt

% teaspoon black pepper

5 tablespoons chopped parsley
250g smoked white fish

250g large, cooked prawns

Method:
1 Start by pre heating the oven to 200
degrees celsius/ gas mark 6.

2 Peel the potatoes and cut them into
chunks. Boil them in a pan of water for
15 minutes and drain them after.
When they’ve cooled down, mash
them and add the butter bit by bit
while mashing.

3 Next, make the sauce by whisking
the soft cheese and the whipping
cream until smooth. Grate the lemon
rind and squeeze the lemon but make
sure to get a lot out because lemon is
a crucial flavor in this pie. Stir both
into the sauce and sprinkle with the
salt, pepper and parsley. Add 4 table-
spoons of mashed potato to the sauce
to thicken it.

4 Slice the fish into large pieces
(removing the skin if you want to) and
add to the sauce with the courgettes,
prawns and sweetcorn. The sauce may
look very thick and hard to pour, but it
will become runnier when it is cooked.
Put into a large oven proof dish.

5 Dollop the mashed potato onto the
fish sauce and cover it starting from
the edges and working it into the
centre. Roughen the surface with a
fork so it becomes nice and crisp.

6 Bake in the oven for 35 to 40
minutes or until the top is coloured
and crispy. Serve with green vegeta-
bles or garden peas. | hope you like it.
Harriet (age 11)
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Ru@ws Round-up!

1st Whiteshill
@ _ had loads of adventures, making
(& using) our cwn treasure maps in

|
the park, making dens and shelters.
We visited Stratford Park and fed the
ducks with our Rainbow made duck

& - had great fun doing a Pancake

Day challenge badge, | had never . Yl

sean quite so many toppings on one

pancake! We also got crafty, creating ﬁ.{;
& .. joined units from across

tap shoas with 2ps and made our
Gloucestershire and Bristol on an

In 2023 we...

very own dance routines with them.
activity day at Woodhouse activity
® _ for Hall nwe cantre - mini crossbows, croguet,
muda_vagatuhla kebabs & pedal go-karts, bouncy casties, x
and, of course, campfire songs.

toaosted spooky
marshmallows on BBOr's.
We also mode our very {} ... had end of summer
own Leprechaun Scarecrow fun at the Party in the Park
& pot of gold for Whiteshill's whera we ran welly
\ amazing Scarecrow Trail.  # ; wanging & guess the

sweets in the jar = how did
so many swaets fit in thera!

1
1
y
Iﬁ .. celabrated 5 Rainbow Gold Awards - " i

* the top award they can earn at — . — .
II' Rainbows! Our Young Leader Carys also [ A .. took |:H:|rtlln LI w“l'k'- i
| achieved her ¥L Qualification. We finished | explorad B

" 2023 witha trip to Go Bananas alongside %packer. Ranbows diso mada lIDts “

. | pom=-poms to decorate the Guide Hut
' JA/ for the 2 Villages Winter Festival.

Il of Stroud District's Rainbows & Guides
e

i S
Thank you so much to all our helpers, we could not
have done it without you &

If you have any ideas of other things that we could get
involved in around tha vilug&nr -f(m’d Ilhitopln us, plama




GRAVE NEWS

The PCC of the Whiteshill Church want to
devote the old Victorian part of the
churchyard as a nature reserve.....and in so
doing find a good and effective way of
sharing the news about the abundant
natural world there with the village, with
the hope of engaging the community even
more with the wonders of the natural
world.

Pam, Heather and | have come up with the
idea of producing an update on what
nature is doing in this part of the grave-
yard 3 or 4 times a year as the seasons
change. and want to write a one page
article every season which we would like
calling "Grave News".

Our idea is that it could have some nice
photos of the wild flowers there and if
possible the butterflies etc that feed on
the nectar...and some information about it
all...plus a bit on some of the real stories
that relate to some of the folk who are
buried there etc. We would also want to
involve the school in this, if we can.

Heather Bayly
Peter and Pam Keevil

Community

The WaRbler

. Stroud
c;::jl‘z;cl;l: & Cotswold
Districts

I've built up a bit of debt and | am
panicking. Even though | cut back, my
spending has gone up and what | have
coming in just doesn’t stretch as far as it
used to. What can | do?

The first step is to collect all the infor-
mation you have about your debts, this
might include contracts, bills and state-
ments.

Next, make a list of your debts and write
down the details of each. This could
include who you owe money to, when you
first missed a payment, and how much
you now owe. You’'ll also need to make a
note of your account or reference number
and what steps the person or company
has taken to get the money back, e.g.
sending you letters.

If you are behind on household bills,
prioritise paying your rent or mortgage,
plus energy bills and Council Tax first. Not
paying these bills has the most serious
consequences. You should speak to the
person or company you owe money to, to
see if there are any manageable steps you
can take to start reducing your debt.

Once vyou've got these debts under
control, you should look at any other
debts like credit card or store card debts,
payday loans or missed Buy Now Pay Later
payments.



The WaRbler

You can find further advice on dealing
with debts, as well as support for energy
and living costs, and possible benefit
entitlement, on the Citizens Advice web-
site — www.citizensadvice.org.uk

There is also emergency support that you
may be able to access, such as a food bank
or fuel vouchers.

If you cannot access the website or need
further help you can contact Citizens
Advice Stroud and Cotswold Districts on
0808 800 0510 or 0808 800 0511 Monday
to Thursday, or Email us using the form on
our website

Sheila Orson

(Stand for what is Right—continued from
Page 13)

Critics may argue that the peaceful, care-
fully planned and respectful protest by
members of our community sought to
stifle freedom of speech, portraying us as
bullies who gathered due to a mere
difference in opinions. Some may even
argue that we were too quick to take
offence, lacking the ability to engage in
humour or jokes.

To them, | pose a question: What should a
community's response be when confront-
ed by an individual who called for a "final
solution" of Muslims within the UK?
Whose callous reaction to a heart-
wrenching photo of a drowned Syrian child
refugee was, "Show me the bodies floating
in the water; | still don't care"? Whose
solution to desperate families in dinghies
was to "send the gunships"? And whose
venomous rhetoric stooped so low as to

Community
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echo the dehumanising language of the Nazi
regime when she referred to migrants as
"cockroaches"?

| know where | stand. | know where 100 of
my neighbours stand. We stood up not
against an individual, but against hate. In a
time where divisions deepen, what we need
is not more strife, more animosity, or more
isolation. Instead, we yearn for unity,
togetherness, and, dare | say it, love.

Our gathering was not an act of censorship,
but a unified stance against the propagation
of hate speech that threatens the very fabric
of our community and beyond. It was a
declaration that compassion should triumph
over callousness, understanding over
ignorance, and unity over division.

As we move forward my hope for Whiteshill
and Ruscombe is that we can nurture a
community not only where diverse
perspectives are respected, but where we
show solidarity with our neighbours, and
where standing up for what is right is not just
an individual choice but a collective
responsibility.

Ralph Mundy, on behalf of Whiteshill &
Ruscombe Community Solidarity


http://www.citizensadvice.org.uk
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Community

Stroud and District u3a

Members are fully involved
in organising their own
learning groups covering a
wide variety of subjects.
We also have a meeting on
the first Thursday of the
month at
2.30pm in Lansdown Hall in
Stroud so come along and
find out more
(see https://u3asites.org.uk/
stroud/events).

It costs £12 per person
annually to join and will
cover all groups you attend.

Please contact Sylvia
Pearse by email on:
member-
ship@stroudu3a.org.uk
or phone 01453 759100 to
find out more.

Our website gives full
details on:
u3asites.org.uk/stroud

uda

learn, laugh, live

The WaRbler

Make New Friends at

EngageD Now!
We provide dementia friendly support
and a free lunch of hot homemade soup
& bread for all people in the

community.

EVERY TUESDAY FROM 11.45 - 2.15PM
AT GRANGE VIEW INDEPENDENT LIVING
HUB, UPLANDS, STROUD GL5 1GR

For more information email
engagednowinstroud @gmail.com or
ring 07377 455119
X (Twitter) @EngageDStroud
Supported by Lillian Faithfull Care

Annual Parish Meeting
23rd May 2024

Come and meet your newly
elected Councillors, see
what they are planning for

the coming year. Join us for
refreshments afterwards.
Whiteshill and Ruscombe
Village Hall
7.30pm



https://u3asites.org.uk/stroud/events
https://u3asites.org.uk/stroud/events
mailto:membership@stroudu3a.org.uk
mailto:membership@stroudu3a.org.uk
http://u3asites.org.uk/stroud
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Stroud Chiropractor

Dr Andrew Charfes Fvans
5 MTECH (Chiro)
% Doctor of Chiropractic

H_Hﬁ!tw,_«'\i

LE

Back Pain? Neck Pain? Stresses

and Strains? Joints and Muscles?
For 1 s | have been helping people to feel
less pain, e ?traighter and more upright
and return to doing the things they love.
“Friendly , helpﬁ%ﬂd understanding , I'm
on the mend” 3
Graham G. - 25 ber 2016

Chiropractic Works.

| would love to help you.
Readers of the Warbler will get a 20% discount
on the initial Consultation which will include a
at can be done for you.

verbal report on

Classified Ads

PUREDRIVE
ENERGY

LOCAL DISCOUNT

Calling Gloucestershire...

Save 75%* on Your Energy Bills

You can save a significant amount on your home energy bill with a
Puredrive energy storage battery and inverter solution without the need
for solar.

Fully Integrated Energy Products

Puredrive’s Smart APP integrates energy products
and dynamic time-of-use tariffs seamlessly, and
manages your energy so you don't have to.

E Automate and maximise your savings - hassle free!

Why Puredrive?

Our battery storage is smarter, faster and longer-lasting, meaning you
will get the best return on investment and fastest payback on the
market in less than 5 years!* Supported by over 100 technical staff
based locally in Toddington!

Get A Quote Now!

EIEGHE  Scan and Start Saving...
@ 01386571544

30% Off |
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Telephone: 01452 757000
Email: info(@stroudroadvets.co.uk
Web: stroudroadvets.co.uk
Michael Stevenson MRCYS

Stroud Road Vets, 365a Stroud Road,
Tuffley, Gloucester GL4 0DA |

James & Owen Ltd.

RETAIL AND COMMERCIAL
STATIOMERY SUPPLIERS
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Parish €ouncil Contacts

Rebecca Charley (Chair)

Mrs Helen Dunn (Clerk)

PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD

OR phone Tel: 07941 171805
clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk .
for Warbler articles by email please send
to: Dilys Warren at
editwarbler@aol.com and to Helen
above.

www.whiteshillandruscombe-

pc.gov.uk

Please let the Parish Clerk know
of any changes to group
contacts and activities. Thanks

Scout and Guide HQ

Bookings contact Alison Frusher on
07811 505055

WHITESHILL PLAYGROUP on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9.00

to 15.00. CONTACT: 07591 240203
Ruscombe Schoolroom

COFFEE MORNING Every Thursday 10 to 12
except for First Thursday of the month is a
LUNCH CLUB. Suggested donation is £6pp
for those who can afford it. From 12.30 pm

WHITESHILL ACTIVITIES

The WaRbler

Whitehill & Ruscombe
Village Hall

For all bookings please ring 01453 759023

MONDAY—Book Club at 2.00pm on 1st
Monday of the month. Contact: Clare
Lucas on clarelonline@yahoo.com or phone
07976 981752

TUESDAY—Yoga 19.00—20.30 — all
welcome. Phone 07530 323951
lisa32taylor@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY - Yoga 10.00—11.30 — all
welcome. or phone 07530 323951
lisa32taylor@gmail.com
www.lisasforall.co.uk

Whiteshill and Ruscombe Community
choir, meets 7.30pm — 9pm. Contact:
wrchoir-committee@googlegroups.com or
phone Jenny Bell 07970 421914 or Lizzie
O’Dell 07941 212892

THURSDAY — Wives Group First Thursday
in month 19:00 to 21:00

Parish Council 2nd and 4th Thursday in
month 19:30 to 22:00

FRIDAY - Ballet 16:00 to 18:00
SATURDAY— Music Group for Children

ADVERTISING IN THE WARBLER

1 x advert price @ £25.00, 2 x repeat adverts @ £42.50, 3 x repeat adverts @ £60.00
4 x repeat adverts @ £75.00

To advertise your business in The WaRbler, please forward items
to Helen Dunn, Parish Clerk (see address under Contacts) enclosing a hard copy of the
advert layout, order and a cheque made payable to
“Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council”.
Technical Spec: Ideally, submit a High Definition 300 dpi PDF or JPG image needs to be
emailed to clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk in the exact size



mailto:clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clarelonline@yahoo.com
mailto:lisa32taylor@gmail.com
mailto:lisa32taylor@gmail.com
http://www.lisasforall.co.uk/
mailto:wrchoir-committee@googlegroups.com
mailto:clerk@wrpc.org.uk

