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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805
Email: cletk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 9" November 2023 at 7.30pm
At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall

Present: Vice Chairman C Brian, Clirs K Vizor-Beard, N Webster, | Roberts, N Pitel, 2
parishioners, Clerk — Helen Dunn,

1. To note apologies for absence
Clirs R Charley, B Kelly, S Tomkins

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda, and where required to resolve
any dispensations.
Clir N Webster — Village Shop

3. To co-opt new Councillor
Parishioner Claire Mustoe was in attendance to apply for the Clir position. She
introduced herself and why she wanted to become a ClIr, enjoying being part of the
community.
Clirs voted and resolved for Claire to join the Council.
Declarations of Office book was signed

4. Public 10 minutes
Parishioner gave a report as to why the Village Shop and Guide hut were asking for a
donation towards the recent water leak repair bill.

5. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12" / 26'" October 2023
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record

6. Chairs announcement
None

7. Report from County Councillor
Clir S Williams report had been circulated and contained information on the boundary
map consultation for Gloucestershire; A417 Missing Link update; lllegal tobacco
seized in Gloucestershire; Visit by Secretary of State for transport after 4.4m funding
announced; Highways ready for winter; increase of fly tipping.

8. Report from District Councillor
None
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9. Report from Officer of the Council
New defibrillator due to be fitted next week; work on the car park bank and play area
trees to be done next week; Clerk continues to attend various police meetings and
recently ClIr K Vizor-Beard attended a police meeting — information due to come from
Inspector Paul Keasey from this.

10. Planning and Environment
o Applications
o Permissions
o S.23/1036/HHOLD Harefield Farm Bird In Hand Whiteshill
Proposed attic conversion and erection of two rear dormer windows.
o Withdrawn
o S.23/1104/FUL 4 Ferndale Road Whiteshill
Refurbishment and extension of existing dwelling and proposed
construction of 2no. two storey, four-bedroom dwellings

11. Events report — Santa’s Grotto
Posters due to go up soon advertising dates, volunteers are needed. Clir K Vizor-
Beard to go to Bookers with Clerk to prove account details and do shop; everything
on schedule and budget

12. Playing field
o To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Recently a fence pole from the car park opposite the shop has been broken,
this needs replacing. Can anyone do this? do we have any fence poles or
does one need to be purchased?
Jobs from play report:
o Black bin in car park — paint round rusty edge of hole
o Scrape of moss from decking
o Weed pick and clear back area of climbing tower
o WD40 hinges on junior swings
¢ Water leak in pipe to Guide Hut — receive updates and if necessary resolve
actions / expenditure
There are deeds to show the water pipe does not belong to the Parish Council
and is the responsibility of the Guide hut. The bill for the recent water leak has
not yet been received. Clirs to consider giving a donation towards the bill,
discussion was had on setting any precedence but also noting the valued
community facilities provided by the Guide hut and Shop, both of whom affected
by the leak. It was proposed to put this on the next agenda once the bill is
received to discuss any donation.
e To receive updates on bike ramp training and progress
Potential dates for the end of January. Clerk chasing
e To receive report from Clerk meeting contractors for pathing and various play
equipment design suggestions for the playing field / area
Clerk has met with a couple of companies and has two more to meet with. This
can be discussed at the January meeting when hopefully initial quotes will be in.
¢ To note Clerk obtaining quotes for playing field maintenance and grass cutting
Clerk continues to follow up on contacts to get quotes
o To consider options for there to be a separate access for bikes down to the
ramps alongside play area. Resolve actions / expenditure.
It was felt this can be looked at after the trees have been cut down on the play
area, then a design put together with costs. To look at in January
¢ To note recent graffiti on a playing field bench and resolve any actions
Noted and CliIr K Vizor-Beard has painted over. Incident reported to the police.
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13. Highways and Footpaths
e Toreceive any report and resolve actions / expenditure
Wrong work signs had been reported. Ruscombe Road repairs should begin
week 20" November
e To receive Footpath working group report

None

e To receive updates from Speedwatch group, resolve actions and expenditure
None

e To receive further information on the repairs of the ANPR camera and authorise a
budget for fixing

The camera requires further fixing for the radar. This came in as just over £200
and was approved. Clerk to organise.

14. War memorial and Ruscombe commonwealth grave — to receive updates and
resolve if any actions are required.
Process takes time to receive the information back

15. To resolve Christmas Tree expenditure, collection and decorating, and note the
Carols Across the Valley date on 18" December
A budget of up to £140 was approved. Clir N Webster to order 2 trees. Working party
needed to put them up.

16. To discuss the shop wanting additional storage facilities opposite the shop
and resolve response.
Additional storage required in the form of a garden tool shed, same height as current
wheelie bin shed. This will be to keep papers dry and bread from being eaten by the
birds! This will go next to the current wheelie bin storage and will be the full
responsibility of the shop. Clirs resolved to approve the request

17. To consider looking at an electric bike scheme within the village and any
funding for this.
Parishioners had raised this wit the Parish Council. A meeting for more information is
due to take place on 20" November. Clirs would like further information, Clerk to
invite parishioner to January meeting. In principle this seems a good project to
support if it can be achieved in the parish.

18. To begin looking at adopting the new Biodiversity policy required by all
Councils for January 2024. Resolve initial comments and actions to include.
An initial draft policy produced by NALC and adapted to meet Whiteshill and
Ruscombe by the Clerk was circulated. Clir N Pitel stated that his wife would be keen
to be involved in this. The policy was noted and resolved to look at putting together a
working party to move this forward.

19. To consider Hedgehog leaflets / accessories for parish; resolve actions /
expenditure.
It was felt this could be incorporated into the above policy and maybe look to having
a talk on hedgehogs.

20. To resolve 2024 meeting dates

Noted and resolved, including the slight change of week for the May meeting due to
the elections.
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21. To resolve inviting volunteers for Christmas nibbles at the December meeting
Clirs felt they would like to invite all volunteers of the parish involved in the various
organisations. Clerk to invite and circulate food list for everyone to contribute

22. Finance and formal notices
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of

Competence

e Report on current financial position

This was noted

e To resolve working party for budget discussion on 23™ November

This was noted

e To note recent pay scale review by NALC and note the back pay

This was noted

e The following payments were approved in line with the budget

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension £ 1481.05
Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage,) | £ 120.45
Greenways maintenance Playing field management £ 321.00
The Little Printing Company | WaRbler £ 395.00
N Webster Events license £21.00
Village hall Book Club hire fees (grant) £ 100.00
Ruscombe Chapel and Lunch club accessories grant | £ 500.00
School Room
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Stone wall grant £ 350.00
Village hall
Friends of Whiteshill School | Grant to attend Young Voices | £ 810.00
Two Village Winter festivals | Grant for activities £ 250.00
CCC4Business ANPR upgrade £ 738.00
CCC4Business ANPR radar fix £ 312.00
CCC4Business ANPR postage / insurance £ 24.00
23. Next meeting dates
e Thursday 23" November Planning / Finance Meeting 7.30pm
e Thursday 14" December Full Council Meeting 7.00pm
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm
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