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Whiteshill Primary School – Miss Heather Francis 
It has been a busy year as always at Whiteshill Primary.  We have been able to return to having trips 
and visitors with gusto, working with a number of local people and trying to bring the community in 
to our curriculum more and more.  We have been pleased to be welcomed by Rebecca at Ruscombe 
Farm, both for a farm visit and also for a visit for our older children to remember the Wellington 
Bomber and see the memorial.  The children have also visited the village war memorial as part of a 
local history topic.  We have worked closely with PCSO Amy Webb this year.  She has visited school 
on a number of occasions to talk to the children about road safety, the role of the police and online 
safety amongst other things.  We are very happy that the children are really getting to know her now 
and she is very much part of our school community.   
Beyond Whiteshill, we have been on a number of trips to encourage a love of reading in our 
children.  In December, we took all of the children to the theatre for the first time this year, 
supported by donations so that it would be affordable for all.  The younger children went to see the 
Snow Queen at the Everyman and the older children saw Nativity the Musical at Birmingham Rep 
Theatre which was absolutely fantastic.  We also went down to Stroud Book Festival at the Sub 
Rooms in town to hear some authors talk.  These reading based experiences are very important and 
inspirational for our children as they become readers and writers themselves.  This summer we have 
three trips planned to the Living Rainforest, All Things Wild and Avebury Stone Circle to complement 
the children’s geography, history and science learning.  We have also been part again of the Atlas 
Sports events which take place throughout the year across Stroud, allowing our children to compete 
with others and take part in sports that they would not normally have chance to try.  I’m pleased to 
say that this year we have brought home silver medals in both tag rugby and mountain biking for the 
first time.  In sport, we also worked with Gloucester Rugby Club and Frocester Cricket Club for the 
first time this year, building up local links so that our children can hopefully go on to play rugby and 
cricket outside of school.   
In English and maths, we had fantastic success last year with our end of Key Stage 2 results showing 
that we have bounced back well from the pandemic and the children that leave us are ready for the 
next stage of their learning at secondary school.  We have also introduced a new phonics learning 
scheme and thanks to a donation by the Friends of Whiteshill, we were able to buy some new 
reading books in line with this scheme to support the children to learn from when they arrive with us 
in Reception all the way through school.  The Friends of Whiteshill have been busy with lots of 
events including the scarecrow hunt, Christmas fayre and Easter fairy door trail which have all 
helped to support the children and their learning.  They are currently raising money to install some 
shade in the playground for the children when they are outside in the height of summer which will 
be much appreciated. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
St Pauls Church – Jonathan Bayly 
Services: 
Yes, the church is still open! Services of Holy Communion continue on the second Sunday of the 
month in the Lady Chapel. Attendances are around 10-15. Eco-church services continue to be held in 
partnership with the Chapel community on the fourth Sunday in a variety of locations. They have 
covered a number of themes, such as cosmology, birdwatching, ancient religious sites, etc. Numbers 
attending are usually in the twenties to thirties and seem to be appreciated by a wide variety of 
people. 
A very successful winter Festival organised by Maggie Booth with sound, light and music was held to 
mark the winter solstice. 
Over the last year we have held 4 burials and 5 interments of ashes, 1 baptism and 1 wedding.  
Carol Jefferies continues to offer pastoral support to members of bereaved families. 



Buildings 
Heras™ fencing has been erected to enhance safety around the church. Tenders have been received 
for repairs to the guttering and roofing. Work on the North side should be starting on 24 May and 
grant funding sought for the South side. Following a fuel leak the heating has been de-
commissioned. The Stoke Hole floor has been decontaminated and signed off as safe. There is no 
heating in the church apart from infrared heaters in the Lady Chapel. The Diocesan Sustainability 
Officer has visited and advised on non-fossil fuel heating options and estimates have been provided. 
The organ continues to be at risk through the high humidity, lack of use and heating. 
Churchyard 
Heather Bayly continues take responsibility for the maintenance of the churchyard helped by Maggie 
Booth and the Community Payback Team. As usual, the old part of the churchyard is being left 
largely untended in summer months to encourage wildlife. ‘No Mow May’ is being observed in the 
rest of the churchyard. Jonathan Bayly continues with responsibility for the plan for burials and 
interments.  
The future of St. Paul’s 
A community-wide consultation concerning the future of the St. Pauls church building was reported 
online and discussed at an open forum in the autumn of 2022. This led to a meeting with 
the appropriate leads from the Gloucester Diocese and with input from the National Buildings 
Council at Church House, Westminster. The PCC have voted to engage with the Options Appraisal 
process set out by the Church of England for ‘struggling’ churches. Rev. Simon Howell agreed to take 
the lead to bring together those in the wider community who have expressed an interest in getting 
involved. Along with the initiatives described above, it is hoped, subject to gaining adequate funding, 
that this might all lead to the retention of the building as a community resource and a start on its 
use for a wider range of functions in Whiteshill and Ruscombe. 
The PCC wants to express its thanks to all those, whether members of the worshipping community 
or just well-wishers, who have given their time and energy to the church over the last year. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
WaRbler – Dilys Warren 
THE WARBLER REPORT FOR 2023 
We have just produced our 65th edition of The WaRbler and we are now in our 17th year of 
production of the quarterly magazine.  The aim is still to keep the Parish in touch with all the news 
and activities that go on.    The facilities of the Village Shop, the Church, the Scout Hut, the Village 
Hall, the Playing Field and the Chapel all contributes to the life of the community and we are pleased 
to report their activities.   
We are so grateful to have received a huge number of interesting and varied articles and stunning 
photos from a large cross-section of the community in Whiteshill and Ruscombe.   So thank you to 
everyone who sends us contributions and of course we couldn’t do it without the team of volunteers 
who deliver to all the houses in the Parish and beyond.    
We look forward to another successful year this coming year. 
Dilys Warren 
Editor 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Allotments – Rob Harbron 

 

Despite the challenging growing conditions of last year’s hot and dry summer, the allotments 

continue to be a hugely appreciated source of produce for the plot-holders and a valuable 

habitat for nature.  All the plots are currently occupied, with a short waiting list which is 

managed by the parish clerk.  One plot changed hands over the year. 

We continue to maintain dialogue with the landowner, Julia Currie, to ensure that borders and 

boundaries are managed to her satisfaction.  We cut back the hedge in late winter to 



maximise its benefit to birds over the winter, and we are delighted that the hedge has grown 

so well.  Unfortunately it’s not enough to prevent deer ingress to the site! 

We would like to thank the parish council and Julia Currie for the continued opportunity. 
 


