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Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council Annual Report 2022 / 2023

Welcome to the annual report of Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council where you will
find details of your Councillors, how the council spent its money and how this expenditure
is funded, along with the activities of the council over the past year.

The Parish Council meets on the second Thursday of every month for a full council meeting
in the village hall. Then on the fourth Thursday of every month for planning meetings
when there is sufficient business. The public are welcome to attend these meetings and
speak in an allotted 10 minutes for a public forum

Your Councillors:

Cllr Rebecca Charley (Chairman)

cllr.rebecca.charley@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

01453 766191

Clr Chris Brian (Vice Chair)

cllrchrisbrian@aol.com

07989 419848

Cllr Karon Vizor-Beard

cllr.karon.vizorbeard@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

07702 529527

Cllr Nigel Pitel

Cllr.nigel.pitel@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

07956 537523

Cllr lain Roberts

cllr.iain.roberts@whiteshillandrusombe-pc.gov.uk

01453 759808

Cllr Bob Kelly

cllr.bob.kelly@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

01453 752300

Cllr Nickie Webster

Cllr.nickie.webster@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

07792 998711

Cllr Peter Hood

cllr.peter.hood@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

07985 905662

Cllr Steve Tomkins

cllr.steve.tomkins@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

01453 753486

Projects undertaken and what is coming up:

Bus shelter: The shelters continue to be maintained by Cllr Karon Vizor-Beard and a team
of volunteers. The shelter by the Church will be revamped later this year

The WaRbler Once again thanks goes to Dilys Warren on all the work she does on this on a

voluntary basis.

Events: The party in the Playing field went well last year but more volunteers are needed
to make it run successfully and not leave all the work on a select few. Due to this, the
Parish Council is running a community picnic event this year where little is required other
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than people turning up with their picnics and enjoying time with family and friends whilst
playing a game of rounders.

Phone box on Main Road: The phone box on Main Road is now a Give and Take food bank
being looked after by Cllr Karon Vizor-Beard. A grant funding application has also been
submitted for funds for a defibrillator, so we wait to see if we have been successful.

Bike ramps: A meeting is due to be had with a bike ramp contractor where we will get a
report for future maintenance and works to keep this valued facility running and safe for
users.

Playing Field: Randwick FC continue to use the playing field and there have been new
moveable goal posts purchased which helps keep the mouth of the football goal posts time
to repair between matches. The field has also recently been aerated which should help
the regrowth of grass in areas where it has become bare. The Parish Council now has a
new maintenance company looking after the playing area, thanks and well wishes go to
the previous contractor Steve Marshall.

The orchard has also had a number of new trees planted, and it is hoped the ongoing care
of the orchard will continue to grow fruit trees and the varied wild flowers and orchids as
always.

Footpaths: A group of volunteers, working with the Parish Council, continue to look at the
various footpaths across the parish. This includes current ones and their conditions, new
ones to consider being added to the definitive map, and historical ones that may no longer
be in use but could be reinstated as useful connection routes.

ANPR Community Cameras: The camera continues to work well and regular letters are now
sent from this from the police to those going above the limit. The police have a
programme in place of letters and further actions on vehicles where needed.

New projects: The Parish Council are planning to investigate if electric charging points can
be installed anywhere in the parish. The Parish Council will soon have to update their
Neighbourhood Plan as Stroud are going through examination on their Local Plan and the
NDP has to be in line with this. We will therefore be looking for volunteers to be part of
this group and involve the community in your views of its updates. If there is anyone who
wishes to be part of this working group, please do get in touch.

Finance of the Parish Council: The finances and information on the precept can be found
on the parish council website at Accounts | Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council
(whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk) . For hard copies please request from the Clerk.

Chairman’s Report

e Thank you to all Clirs for their efforts on work and all additional works such as with
the various events and activities.

e The Party in the Playing Field this year will be slightly different due to the low number
of volunteers; it has been decided to have a community picnic and rounders event
where people bring their own picnics and rounders matches will be organised. The
Parish Council have purchased rounders kit and hope the day will be a successful
community event

e More volunteers are needed if bigger events are to happen, for a while now it has
been the same people organising and volunteering. Please do come forward if you
want to be involved.
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Behind the scenes other projects have been occurring such as the revamp of the
phone box on Main Road, redecorating the bus stops

Thanks to all the WaRbler volunteers for the delivering and to Dilys for putting it all
together.

Next year it will be Parish Council elections, so if anyone wishes to be involved in
decision making for the parish and wants to know more about being a parish Clir,
please do get in touch. More advertising on the elections will start taking place over
the coming months.

A meeting with a contractor for the bike ramps is due to take place next week, this
will look at future maintenance and any designs required for the bike ramps to
continue to be a valued asset in the community

The Parish Council now has a new Maintenance company looking after the play area
and some aspects on the playing field, such as emptying the bins etc.

No Mow May and how good the churchyard currently looks. The Parish Council aim
to look at biodiversity and nature recovery and this will be included in the
Neighbourhood Plan which is in need of an update to be in line with the emerging
Local Plan. Volunteers will be needed to be involved in this as before when putting
together the original document, please get in touch if you wish to be involved.



