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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD
Tel: 07941 171805

Email: clerk(@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on
Thursday 26" May 2022 at 7.30pm

Present: Chairman R Charley, Clirs C Brian, P Hood, B Kelly, | Roberts, K Vizor-Beard, PCSO
Amy Webb and PC Kate Bradley, Clerk — Helen Dunn, 18 parishioners,

Introduction
Clir R Charley welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies
Clirs N Webster, S Tomkins; County Clir S Williams

Approval of minutes of meeting held 22" April 2021
These were approved

PCSO Amy Webb gave information on the Vehicle Engagement visits in the car park and this is
helping to build up relations within the community.

There are 2 designated sites within the parish where they use the Trucam speed gun.

Often visit other community groups such as brownies, and the school giving talks on road safety and
again building up relations.

Amy checks on the playing field regularly and will have the bike marking kit for the Jubilee event.
There have been 38 incidents within the area over the past year and these are recorded in various
statistical data ranging in crime. 5 included emergency blue light incidents.

Chairmans report

We will have an election in the Parish this year in July for one vacancy on the council. This has
occurred because at least 10 people have requested that this vacancy goes to election. Normally we
would be opening it up for nominations and co-opt a volunteer on to the council. This election is still
only for the one vacancy, but it is great that people are interested enough to want an election, so
let’s hope we have plenty of people wanting to stand as a councillor. There is a cost of just over
£2000 for this, but we do put money aside in case we need an election every 4 years, so this will be
covered from our Parish Council budget.

We have had an initial meeting on the playing field about the bike ramps and their long-term
maintenance. We received around 30 responses to a questionnaire about the ramps and also asking
for any other ideas about what people would like to see on the playing field. The majority of
responses were in support of the ramps as they are at the moment, (albeit with more maintenance
for safety) and not for enlarging them. We will be setting up a small working party of parish
councillors to review all the comments and draw up proposals of how to manage the maintenance
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and safety. Once these proposals are produced, they will go out for public comment before any
decision is taken.

Sadly, some of the trees in the orchard have been vandalised. So, to try to protect them from the
vandalism and constant activity around the trees we are considering what tree guards would be
most appropriate. We are considering perhaps putting stakes and rails around each tree or just wire
mesh. We will look for something that does blend into the setting, and obviously still allows people
to pick fruit.

The Parish Council also work alongside Randwick Football Team who use the playing field pitch
regularly for their matches. They are able to obtain grants which will go towards new goal posts
(with a percentage of funding coming from the Parish Council), and also long term funding which will
go towards a management plan for the upkeep of the football pitch, which can only be a good thing.

The plans for the Jubilee party are pretty much complete and everyone is looking forward to
welcoming parishioners to the event. Much work has gone on leading up to this so a big thank you
goes to the organising committee. There will be plenty going on throughout the day for all ages so
do come along and enjoy the day.

We have undergone considerable discussion about the parking around the school and did discuss
having an enforcement system in place to prevent parking by means of double yellow lines.
However, this has not been followed through because it was felt that it would just displace the
parking elsewhere, the cost was very high, and in any event the ability to actually enforce the
restriction would be very limited, so felt the money would not be well spent. Highways have instead
put ‘Keep Clear’ markings on the road to help. This does mean that we have £5000 from this project
and an additional £5000 to put towards hopefully installing electric car charging points in the village.
Itis still very early days for this project so we will be looking into how best to do this and where
would be best for such installations.

We are looking at the bench on the Main Road by the telephone box to be replaced / revamped in
memory of Audrey Gay. Adrian, who now lives at the house has offered to pay for its decoration as
a memorial to Audrey. A design is being considered for it is to be adorned with the local street
names from around the village. Hopefully it will provide a comfortable spot to rest to those that
need it and a reminder of the interesting place we live and the affection we have for our parish.

The Community Speed Camera continues to be monitored and in the years it has been in place (from
November 2017), currently outside the village hall, we now have only approx 6-7% of vehicles
travelling at above 24miles per hour, compared to over 20% when it was first installed. We continue
to work with the police on speeding and the camera also assists the police in their own criminal
investigations too. Thanks to parishioner G Birt who was a ClIr in starting this initiative when on the
Parish Council. The camera is also used by the police for investigating criminal activity too.

There are a number of other projects that are in place and being used by the parish. The storage
container - in place and well used; the defibs, on the playing field and in the Ruscombe phone box
luckily have not needed yet to be used but are being regularly checked and serviced; the planters in
the village — one with flowers and one with herbs — available if people want to make use of the
herbs; recycling bins —in use; And | am sure plenty more to come.
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District Councillor Jonathan Edmunds

Itis a privilege to represent our fantastic ward of Randwick, Whiteshill and Ruscombe. Over the last
12 months | have assisted over 80 people in our ward on issues such as planning, waste collection,
housing, benefits and drugs and alcohol and mental health support.

As we come out of Covid | would like to establish more community projects, empowering others
with support. | would particularly like to see a joint ward wide Climate Action Group to be
established in the ward. The original group set up in Randwick and Ruscombe has lost momentum
during Covid and with over 18 Climate Action Networks across the District (Randwick and
Ruscombe being one of the first) and with further support from the new Community Engagement
Board | feel we could establish something really sustainable.

If you have any ideas for community projects or have any further queries or any subject at all,
please get in contact (Cllr.Jonathan.Edmunds@stroud.gov.uk , or 07928331181)

Council services

The results of the Council’s annual budget survey (December 2021) showed continuing high levels
of satisfaction with the District Council’s services by residents and businesses. District Council
services include waste and recycling, planning, environmental health, parking, parks and
recreation, leisure centres, The Museum in the Park, canal restoration, animal welfare, benefits
administration and advice, elections, youth work, upkeep of open spaces including Selsley Common
Cam Peak and Long Down, plus licensing and flood management.

Council Priorities

Following elections in 2021, the Labour, Green and Liberal Democrat administration agreed a new
Council Plan with three priorities: Environment and Climate Change; Community Resilience and
Wellbeing; Economy, Recovery and Regeneration. Each priority identifies objectives and actions for
delivery by 2026.

Community support

The District Council provides some grant funding to support groups who work with communities to
reduce inequality and promote physical, mental, and financial health, social connection, arts,
culture, heritage and the environment. The Council supports a number of Community Hubs that
have come about following the community resilience shown in Covid. There are 12 main hubs
across the Direct, with the aim of having smaller hubs feeding into them. The closest hubs to
Whiteshill and Ruscombe are probably Paganhill Community Group and Cashes Green Community
Centre which are part of a new network of community-led hubs which are being established across
the District with some financial support from Stroud District Council.

The Community Wellbeing Grant

Is for groups who work with their communities to reduce inequality and promote aspects of
wellbeing such as physical, mental and financial health, social connection, arts, culture, heritage and
the environment.

It is intended for applications between £1,000 and £20,000 per year, budgeted over three years. The
term of the grant has been extended from one year to three to give voluntary and community
organisations more security.

The deadline for applications is 31 January 2022.

The Small Grants Fund is a new fund for awards of less than £1,000.

The simple two-page application from is designed to support small groups with less experience of
bid writing, to get small scale projects off the ground.

New bids will be considered every three months, throughout 2022.

The application forms can be downloaded at https://www.stroud.gov.uk/community-health-
and-wellbeing/community-wellbeing-grants.

If you have any queries or need support in writing your application, please get in touch with us by
email at hwb@stroud.gov.uk or phone on 01453 766321.
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Planning Review

The Local Plan sets the strategic framework for development within the district. A revised Local
Plan is currently being considered by Planning Inspectors. This new Local Plan does not propose
any housing or development allocations within our ward for the period up to 2040. Any new
housing developments will consist of limited infill and redevelopment within the parish. The

revised Local Plan proposes that all new development within Stroud District be constructed to
achieve the highest viable energy efficiency and to maximise delivery of renewable or low carbon
energy generation.

New council homes investment

Stroud District Council has over 5,000 council homes across the district, the only district in the
county to build and manage their own stock of houses. 249 houses were built between 2014-2019,
with 11 more by end of 2023 and a furthermore by 2040.

Climate Action

A report has just been produced for the first year on progress so far on our ambitions to be a carbon
neutral district by 2030. We have put the community’s voice at the heart of the 2030 strategy, with
the newly formed Community Engagement Board. We are trying to combat fuel poverty by investing
in improving council homes and homeowners most at risk, with £14.9m funding secured towards
countywide retrofit measures. We will also be saving about 100 tons of CO2 each year through our
Water Source Heat Pumps installs at Ebley Mill and Brimscombe Port Mill. We have also created a
community woodland project with 5000 new trees at Salmon Springs.

A number of partnerships have been created as much of the District’s carbon footprint is out of the
Council’s control. Please take time to read the Council’s Mast Plan for getting to Carbon neutrality
for the District by 2030 Our Master Plan | Stroud District Council

The Council has recently been successful in securing a joint bid with SGS College to the
Gloucestershire Strategic Economic Development Fund, providing £450,000 to the College to deliver
renewable energy and retrofit training centre at Berkeley that will create jobs and skills needed in
our local area to reduce home energy usage and energy bills.

Equalities

Alongside the environment which we aim to have as a golden thread through all the council’s work,
is the work we do on equalities and the annual report on Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Plan that is
coming to Council. Taking a stand against prejudice and discrimination is something we can all do.
We have recently proposed the All-Party Parliamentary Group definition of Islamophobia and to
increase our understanding of how this prejudice can blight our community.

Further Community Work

The Careline service is going from strength to strength with 1400 customers and counting. We be
launching a new Careline sign up promotion that includes useful Community Safety items to help
improve personal safety and security at home.

Our committed team of Neighbourhood Wardens plays a key role in supporting this service and
various other causes across the district. Recently, the team worked hard to support residents and
other agencies during Storm Eunice. Take a look at the Twitter posts for an idea of the variety of
tasks they undertake @sdc_wardens.

As summer gets closer, we are making sure the Outdoor Pool is ready for the season. The opening
plans will include early morning and lunch time lane swimming sessions. To do this we are recruiting
Lifeguards who are needed to support the change in the standard opening hours. We are looking for
people to come forward and volunteer to be trained. More information about the vacancies, along
with coverage and information about our other projects can be found on our @activestroudpages
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. As part of the Lido refurbishment programme we are looking at
upgrading the changing rooms, improving disability access issues with the support of the Barnwood
Trust and being able to heat the outdoor pool through the renewable Combined Heat and Power
unit from Stratford Park.
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HAF is also back for spring. The Holiday Activity and Food Programme, a partnership project between
Gloucestershire County Council, District Councils and the Voluntary Sector, strives to make sure
children in receipt of free school meals are supported during holiday periods. Funded by the
Department for Education, we are working with activity providers to give children and young people
exciting holiday periods.

The Council is continuing on a Leisure Review which is setting out the framework for Leisure in the
District for the next 20 years. This is initially looking at the management of Stratford Park Leisure
Centre and the Pulse in Dursley, where an arm’s length ‘Local Authority Trading Company’ is
proposed. The Leisure Review will also look at issues such as playing pitch provision, play area and
green space review, an arts and cultural strategy and Leisure Provision in the south of the district,
along the Severn Vale where the largest new settlements will be built.

County ClIr Susan Williams

Firstly, | would like to say that it is an honour and privilege to have been elected in the May 2021
elections to represent Bisley with Lypiatt and Painswick Division of Gloucestershire County Council.
This division represents 10 Parish Councils. To give an idea of the area, this covers from Coopers
Edge in Gloucester which borders Tewkesbury Borough Council and Gloucester City to Westrip
/Randwick in Stroud District. Miserden which borders on Cotswold District Council out towards
Birdlip which borders with Cheltenham and Bisley /Eastcombe which is also under Stroud District
and of course all Parishes within this boundary.
| try to attend as many Parish meetings as possible and | apologise for not attending all, however you
can always contact me directly with any issues either by e mail or phone.
Since becoming a County Councillor | have been working hard on your behalf within these
communities. In addition to the daily divisional issues, | am on a number of committees and attend
the Full Council Meetings.

e Planning.

e Commons and rights of way &traffic regulation.

e Audit &governance and Environmental scrutiny.
More recently | have become the Cabinet Champion for Health & Adult Social care (provision and
purchasing).
Also, I am currently on a working group for Restoring our Rivers.
It has been a learning experience and | would like to thank you for your support and patience whilst |
continue to aspire to gain your confidence and trust as your County Councillor.
A general update on County Budget
The County-council part of Council Tax was pegged at a 2.99% increase. 1% of that being ring-fenced
particularly for Adult Social Care. Hopefully this was considered an acceptable increase given the
emerging inflation figures. This was probably the most positive funding-settlement from central
government for a generation. This enables Adult Care and Children’s Services budgets to have
realistic increases in funding given demographic pressures on both those services of around 10%
growth per annum. Government fully-funded the additional costs incurred due to the Covid
Pandemic
We're also investing more money into highways maintenance, fixing potholes and highways safety
schemes, including a £30,000 a year Highways Local fund
I am able to use this fund to address additional areas which need attention.
A new four-year Capital programme has also been confirmed of £100 million into roads resurfacing
schemes, £145 million into new schools & refurbishment across the county and further investment
in cycle routes and drainage schemes.
Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Service will be retained within GCC. | think that adds significant
protection particularly to our local Fire Stations at Stroud, Nailsworth, Tetbury and Gloucester
stations.
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Highways

| wanted to thank everyone for their continued patience when it comes to local roadworks. | am very
aware that Traffic lights etc can be very frustrating but necessary as they continue the major task of
rebuilding and enhancing our local infrastructure - whether it be our roads, electric, water or gas
supplies, upgrading of broadband or cycle routes. | continue to report road issues particularly
potholes and damaged road surfaces, overgrown hedges and speeding issues although reporting of
issues can be made directly via GCC site.

Speed of traffic is a continued concern. | am working with a number of communities to monitor
speed through their areas and support initiatives for reducing speed. This is not only a road safety
issue but equally has a significant environmental impact on all of us. Working together we can make
positive changes and would please urge anyone who wishes to be involved or initiate a group to
contact me.

Grants

| am so pleased to have been able to secure grants from Gloucestershire County Council under the
"Build Back Better" grant scheme which have assisted in a number of initiatives to support our
communities. An example being Supporting a local school to explore wellbeing of their pupils, post
Covid 19 and the subsequent art competition and exhibition of their work in Stroud was such a
fantastic initiative. Equally, being able to support our village spaces to ensure that they are able to
continue being at the centre of the community, whether village hall or recreational area will help as
we emerge from the horrendous pandemic and the affect this had on us all over the past few years.
Environmental Issues

Over the past 11 months | have been involved in a number of environmental projects within the
division. Creating and maintaining wildlife habitats, working with agencies to protect the eco system.
| have also facilitated along with the Rights of Way officers to make footpaths more accessible to
those less able in the Division. Large Kissing gates which enable mobility scooters and push chairs
onto public footpaths have been installed. Footpaths have been recorded onto the definitive map.
Surfaces improved and steps/ rails added to difficult areas to assist walkers.

Flooding

The county council website has recently been updated with a "Flood Guide". A "button" at the top of
the home page on the GCC website, www.gloucestershire.gov.uk will take you through to
comprehensive information about what to do if you are threatened by flood waters.

| am very aware that a number of areas in my division have already suffered due to flooding and the
devastating affect this has had on the residents is of great concern. | am currently working hard to
ensure this is being addressed with the flood management team and highways.

Tour of Britain

In September the "Tour of Britain" cycle race comes to Gloucestershire. We have both a Start and
Finish stage in the Men's race as well as part of the Women's race coming through too. | understand
that it will be passing through the division, but | will relay additional information nearer the date.
Finally, please do not hesitate to contact me if | can help in any way with any county-council related
matter.

Mobile 07766318854

E mail: Susan.williams@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Councillor reports on projects

Clir K Vizor-Beard reported on the bus stops being redecorated and the use of them for Give and
Take items. All donations for this continue to be welcomed and any volunteers wishing to be part of
the upkeep would also be welcome on to the group.

Cllr C Brian gave an update on the upcoming Party in the Playing Field, and again any volunteers
would be welcome in joining the team to make the event go smoothly.
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Public Forum

Playing field car park, what can be done to create more spaces, always full, can the bank be taken
back and built up to create more spaces? Permits — this could be costly in organising and managing.
Street parking at school times, road congestions issues. Police, Parish Council and the School do
work together on this but very difficult to manage. Additional parking in the village? Locations?
Community reports were noted from local organisations

Need new goal posts on the playing field, the small ones are very popular but falling apart. The
Parish Council are in talks with Randwick FC on replacements.

Resident raised concerns of 20mph signs being painted on the road outside his house, felt it would
not reduce any speed. This had been done in conjunction with Highways.

The meeting came to a close at 8.20pm and refreshments were served.
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