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WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 9th March 2023 at 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Vice Chairman C Brian, Cllrs I Roberts, N Pitel, K Vizor-Beard, S Tomkins, 
Clerk – Helen Dunn, County Cllr S Williams 

 
1. To note apologies for absence 

Cllrs R Charley, B Kelly, P Hood, District Cllr J Edmunds 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None  
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
None 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 9th February 2023 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcements 
None 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
A report had been circulated including information on Secondary School placements; 
Career opportunities event; Fire safety advice; Road Safety ambitions highlighted at 
National Conference 
GCC have recently changed all systems over to Microsoft 365 which has initially 
caused issues with e-mails, all now solved. 
Cllr S Williams will follow up on issues surrounding Ruscombe Road railings and Zion 
Hill footpath. 
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
None 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council 
None 
 

9. Receive updates on grant funding for defibrillator.  
Clerk just beginning process on this 
 

10. To review and confirm fit for purpose the following policies: Grants policy, 
ANPR policies 
The ANPR policies were resolved as continuing to be fit for purpose. 
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The Grants policy had been reviewed by Cllrs R Charley, N Pitel, N Webster and C 
Brian. These had been circulated and now called ‘Discretionary Donations’ policy, 
Clerk had made some advisory comments. After a short discussion it was resolved to 
make some minor amendments and re-circulate for next months meeting. Overall it 
was expressed that the policy MUST be followed without deviating away.  
 

11. To receive updates on audible facilities / wi-fi for the village hall  
Clerk had done some research on this and the costs were coming out as quite high 
for the Parish Council to take on a project of equipping the village hall with a sound 
system for audible facilities and wi-fi. It was therefore resolved not to continue with 
this.  
 

12. To note the new Code of Conduct from SDC monitoring officer and resolve 
whether to adopt. 
This was rolled over to the next meeting to allow more time for Cllrs to read the 
document.  
 

13. To resolve purchase of new printer (as current one failing). 
Clerk reported the printer, after 7 years, was beginning to fail and not printing 
correctly or just shutting itself down randomly. Cllrs therefore resolved expenditure 
for a new one.  
 

14. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  

• Permissions 
o S.22/2772/HHOLD Kenwin Orchard Highfield Road Whiteshill 

Proposed side and rear extensions, front dormers and enlarged first floor 
front window. Resubmission of S.22/1230/HHOLD. 

• Refusals 
o S.22/1463/HHOLD Grandmas, Ruscombe Road, Whiteshill 

Construction of parking bay and access (Resubmission of 
S.22/0476/HHOLD) 

• To receive any responses from SDC on the FOI request regarding the 
Enforcement complaint and resolve any further actions 
Clerk had sent in the FOI request on 13th February, therefore allowing for the full 
20 working days, a response should be received by the end of Monday 13 th 
March. This to be on the planning agenda for 2 weeks’ time. 
  

15. Events report 

• To receive/resolve quotes for new poles for the new marquee  
Clerk had contacted the company and was informed, depending on the number 
of broken poles, it could be worth purchasing a new marquee instead. Cllrs to find 
out how many poles require replacing and Clerk will obtain quotes once known. 

• To receive report on planning Summer Party in Playing Field event – Volunteers, 
date and budget. Resolve actions and expenditure. 
Limited number of volunteers had come back from the Events original group, and 
no responses have been received via e-mails or the WaRbler. Discussion was 
therefore had on whether to hold an event or not, with a proposal of having just a 
family picnic and rounders event. Clerk to advertise this in the newsflash and if 
this brings out more volunteers there could be an option to look at having one 
marquee up with an open mic session for music. Date to be advertised as 
Saturday 24th June. 
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16. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
The maintenance contractor has begun and so far all going to plan.  

• To receive report from meeting with bike ramp contractors. To resolve next 
actions and / or expenditure 
Clerk had followed up on this a few times and received a response this evening 
that one company will aim to meet by the end of the month to look at the ramps. 
Clerk to follow this up and make a date. 

• To receive updates on the Orchard project and resolve any actions.  
All trees purchased were planted, some Cllrs attended and one parishioner, 
which was disappointing as the event had been advertised.  

• To review the condition of the boules pitch and resolve actions for maintenance. 
Users of the boules pitch had bought the condition of the pitch to the attention of 
the Parish Council. Clerk met with a parishioner and noted some holes appearing 
which were puddling in the wet and the top gravel surface needs replacing. It was 
resolved for the Clerk to obtain some quotes for the works and ask if the new 
maintenance contractor would be able to carry out the works.  

• To receive report on aerating the playing field and future treatment since 
Randwick FC haven’t been able to secure funding for pitch maintenance.  
Clerk and Cllr C Brian met with a member of Randwick FC and they have a quote 
of £350 to aerate the playing field which will help revitalise the growth of the 
grass. It was resolved to see if Randwick FC would be willing to donate £150 to 
the Parish Council for this and the Clerk to put in the purchase order for the 
works.  
 

17. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
Cllr K Vizor-Beard proposed a budget of £350 to decorate the bus stop as per 
design previously circulated. Cllrs resolved this expenditure 
Parishioner has contacted Clerk regarding footpath on Zion Hill. Everything has 
previously been circulated from the PROW officer with regards to the letter sent 
to residents and that this is a civil case between properties. 
Parishioner contacted the Clerk on speeding vehicles on Upper Kitesnest Lane 
and asking for more signs to prevent this. Clerk advised Highways not keen to do 
this. Parishioner has put his own sign up on his driveway.  
Footpath leading off Kitesnest had recently been reported to PROW 
Steps up the footpath to where the school do Forest School needs clearing, Clerk 
to report to PROW 

• To receive update on Ruscombe Road railings 
No information received to date. Clerk has chased with the Highways manager 
and has also requested the County Cllr assists in getting a response as this is 
ongoing for over a year now. 

• To receive Footpath working group report 
The group are making small step progress with applications for footpaths. They 
have identified the plots that the 3 paths (that are hoped to be initially registered), 
across the Ruscombe valley cross, of which there are many. They have the 
evidence forms and applications and are about to gather evidence statements. 
They had a productive working party, of 5 volunteers, last Saturday and managed 
to completely clear, so it can be used, the footpath that crosses Archway all-
weather pitch, that had fallen into disuse. 

• To receive a report on ANPR meeting.  
Clerk circulated the recent report of a meeting with the police and Police and 
Crime Commissioner on the ongoing subject of reducing speeding and the plans 
that this will become a national scheme. 
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18. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 
The bank reconciliation and budget had been circulated and was resolved 

• The following payments were resolved in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 945.13 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, mileage, 
notepads)  

£70.11 

Gardiners Tree Surgery Playing field and car park 
cutting back 

£ 300.00 

CCC4Business ANPR annual fees £ 975.50 

Simon Andrews Orchard tree planting and 
accessories 

£ 234.15 

Sophie Horton Choir singing tutor (Grants) £ 250.00 

Greenways maintenance Playing field management £ 161.00 

 
19. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 23rd March Planning Meeting  7.30pm 

• Thursday 20th April Full Council Meeting  7.30pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm 


