
 
 

WHITESHILL & RUSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
PO Box 125, Dursley, GL11 9DD 

Tel: 07941 171805 

Email: clerk@whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 
Web: www.whiteshillandruscombe-pc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 8th December 2022 at 7.30pm 

At Whiteshill and Ruscombe Village Hall 
 
Present: Chairman R Charley, Cllrs N Webster, I Roberts, N Pitel, P Hood, K Vizor-Beard, 
Clerk – Helen Dunn, 3 x parishioners 
 

1. To note apologies for absence 
Cllrs S Tomkins, C Brian, B Kelly. District Cllr J Edmunds, County Cllr S Williams 
 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None 
 

3. Public 10 minutes 
One parishioner asked about the bike ramps, Cllrs ensured that the public will be 
kept up to date on what action is occurring and when.  
One parishioner mentioned the Main Road phone box stating that it shouldn’t be 
removed as it is a waste of council money, if it was going to be removed it should 
have been done instead of adopting it, therefore it should find a community use. 
 

4. To approve minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 10th and 24th November 
2022 
These had been circulated and were approved as a true record 
 

5. Chairs announcements 
None 
 

6. Report from County Councillor 
A report had been circulated which included information on Winter Holiday activities; 
Gloucestershire against domestic abuse; A417 missing link gets go ahead. 
  

7. Report from District Councillor 
A report had been circulated which included information on Cost of Living Crisis; 
various committee reports of the Council; walking and cycling event; Boundary 
commission; Interview clothing rail; Recycling trees for Longfield Hospice; Severn 
Area Rescue and Stroud Women’s Refuge. 
 

8. Report from Officer of the Council 
No report 
 

9. To resolve future of BT phone box on Main Road and resolve actions and 
expenditure 
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11 public responses had been received with a majority wanting to see the phone box 
put to good use for the community. To remove it would cost £1,000 and this was not 
seen as value for money. Some ideas for use were art space, defib location, book 
swap. After discussion Cllrs resolved to look at using the space as a food bank where 
people could leave or take food as they needed. Cllr K Vizor-Beard to look at putting 
up shelves and having this in place as soon as possible. A budget of up to £200 was 
agreed to begin this. Cllrs also discussed the defib and after debate it was resolved 
for the Clerk to investigate costs. 
 

10. To give any comments on SDC draft Code of Conduct proposal 
This was noted with no further comments 
 

11. To consider / resolve a grant application from Friends of Whiteshill School 
As the school had not required their previous grant for tree works they had submitted 
a new grant for books. Cllrs resolved to support this. Grant request was for £500.00 
 

12. Planning and Environment 

• Applications  
o S.22/2463/HHOLD 3 The Close, Ruscombe,  

Proposed loft conversion to include front and rear dormer windows and 
access deck to rear garden and single storey extension (following 
demolition of existing conservatory) 
Cllrs noted the application with no further comments 

o S.22/2519/HHOLD 2 The Laurels, Bread Street, Ruscombe,  
Erection of single storey rear extension 
Cllrs noted the application with no further comments 

o S.22/1755/HHOLD Archway Cottage, Lower Kitesnest Lane, Whiteshill,  
Reduction of existing timber decking area 
Cllrs felt that the plans did not show sufficient clear information to be able 
to see what was being requested. Therefore to respond stating this.  

• Permissions 
 

13. Events report 

• To receive/resolve quotes for new / repaired poles for the new marquee - Cllr N 
Webster 
Carry over to January 

• To receive final updates for Christmas tree and lights, confirmation of carol event 
and resolve whether to close off the car park gate, and report for Santa’s Grotto 
event 
Christmas trees have been purchased, just waiting for the lights to arrive, then 
will be put up at the weekend. 
Carol event on Monday 19th is all good to go and it was resolved to close the 
playing field gate so as no moving traffic is on the car park during the event when 
so many people are on site. Volunteers will be on the gate to man this.  
Everything is set for Santa’s Grotto at the weekend.  
 

14. Playing field 

• To receive any report and resolve actions / expenditure 
o The recycle bin often remains overflowing, Clerk to ask how often it is 

emptied and can it be done more. 
o Cllr K Vizor-Beard had investigated the dumpy bag left on the playing field 

behind the Star Inn. This was full of vegetation waste. Cllr K Vizor-Beard 
and husband removed it.  



o The pruning session for the orchard took place with few people attending 
and this was successful. It will now be discussed in January taking this 
forward to have working parties and look at schemes to look after the 
trees and maybe plant more. 

o To clarify ownership of footpath up Zion Hill as this needs cutting back 
and work on the steps. Clerk to contact PROW 

• To receive report from the visit from the bike ramp company and resolve next 
actions.   
Unfortunately the company didn’t turn up and this has now been rearranged for 
February 

• To resolve costs and designs of new signage at the ramps 
This will be looked at in February 

• To receive updates on village maintenance jobs 
Clerk meeting with a number of contractors and waiting for quotes. These will be 
circulated for a decision in January 
 

15. Highways and Footpaths 

• To receive any report and resolve actions 
No report  
 

16. Finance and formal notices 
Whiteshill and Ruscombe Parish Council operate under the General Power of 
Competence 

• Report on current financial position 

• To note the current draft budget to be resolved in January 

• To resolve the following payments in line with the budget 

Helen Dunn Salary, tax and pension  £ 945.13 

Helen Dunn Expenses (Utilities, 
mileage),  

£ 46.00 
 

RBL Poppy appeal Remembrance wreath £ 20.00 

Simon Andrews  Tree pruning session £ 40.00 

K Vizor-Beard Santa Grotto expenses £ 278.75 

I Roberts Bin bags £ 5.99 

ANPR Annual fees £  

17. Next meeting dates 

• Thursday 12th January 2023 Full Council Meeting  7.30pm 
 

Councillors are reminded that if a matter has not been specified in the public notice, no formally 
binding decision can be taken on it. 

 
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the 
exercise of any of its functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, 

age, religion and any disability), Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


